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From Critics ‘Sniping USO Performers 


Adolphe Menjou says it’s up to the 


U. S. Army “to protect us players 
from snipers.” He also feels it’s up 
‘9 the Army “to get us decent facili- 
ties—people who know show busi- 


hess. 


The film star, in N. Y. for a series | 


o? guest broadcasts following a tour 
Canada for its Sixth War Loan 


drive, has a gripe based on treat-| 
ent received while in North Africa | 


and Sicily last fall. He’s also burned 


up at the “malicious sniping” several | 


hews writers took recently at: film 
stars entertaining overseas. 

Menjou was especially worked up 
ever a John Lardner’ syndicated 
story from Naples earlier this month 
(carried by the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune), panning Kay Francis, 
George Raft, himself and others. He 
calls Lardner’s remarks .“out-and- 
out dies’ and demands that the 
Army get Lardner to retract them. 

Civilians have no right to criticize 
performers who are playing for 


soldiers, says Menjou, particularly | 


when actors work under “appalling 
conditions” and for free. A gripe 
from a soldier is okay. he adds. But 
a Writer present, by courtesy, at an 
Army show should shut up unless he 
has something good to say. 
Sees Danger to Pix Guestars 
If such “sniping” continues, says 
Menjou, the whole setup of film- 
Slar appearances will be killed. And 
that would be a shame because the 
GIs, he’s found, want to see the 
Betty Grables, Rita Hayworths and 
Paulette Goddards face to face. 


NEW FILM CROONER 
AN ARMY DESERTER 


Wes Howard, singer Metro signed 
during a date last fall at the Famous 
Door, N. Y.. and shipped to Holly- 
wood, was recently proved’ to be a 
deserter from the Army. He had 
been AWOL for 11 months and was 
picked up in Hollywood and re- 
turned to a Georgia training camp. 
where he’s now in the brig. 

Howard drew- considerable com- 
ment in the trade late last year 
with a story of riding into N. Y. on 
the rods, hungry and almost in rags. 
his subsequent booking into the Door 
by the Moe Gale agency and his 
Signing with Metro. His draft status 
then was explained as 4-F. 


2d Generation of Show 
Siz in Operetta 


is Oj; 


| veliknowns in 
} iginess figu: vather prom- 


inently in the authorship of “Helen: 


Goes. To Troy,” operetta’ which 
Opened Monday (24) at the Alvin, 
N. Y. All are in the Army. 

Gottfried Reinhardt, son of the 
late Max Reinhardt, and John Mee- 
han, Jr., whose dad was a Broad- 
way and Hollywood director. 
wrote the book, while Herbert Baker 
delivered the lyrics. Latter is the 
Son of Belle Baker, his father having 
veen the late Maurice Abrehams. mu- 
sit publisher and songsmith. 


| Kaufman Dramatizing 


| Marquand’s ‘Apley’ 

George S. Kaufman is dramatizing 
John P. Marquand’s “The Late 
George Apley” for Max Gordon. 

It's the playwright’s first writing 
chore in some time. Meantime, he 
is readying the staging of Billy 
| Rose’s inaugural “Seven Lively Arts” 
musical for the Ziegfeld, N. Y., when 
Rose takes over that house from 
Loew's on Labor Day. 


N. Y. Critics Can’t 
Decide on ‘Best’ Play; 


| Although there is plenty of dra- 
matic class on Broadway, the Critics 
Circle could make no “best-play” 
‘award when the aisle boys got to- 
gether yesterday (Tuesday). Aftera 
one-hour session at the Hotel Algon- 
quin they were on their way to their 
offices trying to figure who pulled 
the boner in changing the rules, for 
the result of a one-ballot vote failed 
to supply a simple majority, 


There were 14 votes. Seven went 
to Lillian Hellman’s “The Searching 
Wind” (Fulton), which needed but 
one more to actually win, As the rules 
ieall for single ballot, the critics 
' quickly realized they had outsmarted 
restricting their play- 


themselves in 


selecting activity to avoid such a sit- 


uation as arose last year, when there 
was a verbal! free-for-all that nearly 
broke up the Circle. That time “The 
Patriots” won. Holeer-ouiers for 
“The Skin of Our Teeth” caused the 
ruction, 

To all intents and purposes “Wind” 
|was the winner, no other play even 
being close. “The Voice gf the Tur- 
tle’ (Morosco) got two voies, and 


“Tomorrew the Worid” (Barrymore), | 
a last-season product, got one, that | 


making a total- of 11. whi.e four re- 
viewers either wouldn't or couldn't 


DIES’ ‘COMMUNISTIC’ 
PROBE IN HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, April 25. 


Representatives of the Dies _com- 
mittee are reported sleuthing among 
/ film workers of Hollywood as result, 
according to union leaders, of recent 
blasts by the Motion Picture Alli- 
ance about alleged communistie ac- 
tivities in motion picture industry. 

Understood Dies 
ership of the Screen Office Employ- 
ees Guild, Screen Set Designers, 
Moving Picture Painters Local 644, 
Film Techaicians Local 683. Screen 
Cartoonists Guild. Sereen Directors 
Guild and other crafts affiliated 
with IATSE. 


is checking lead- 


‘Wind’ Almost Winnah 


a 


Men jou Asks U.S. Army Protection 


Eddie Cantor Forsees Era 
in Which Performers Will 
Play Outstanding Role in 
Giving GI Wounded New 
Lease on Life—Outlines 
New ‘Do’s’ and ‘Don’t’s’ 


FAULTS NEED REMEDY 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Already taking shape and seen 
as probably the greatest 
| role show biz has yet played on the 


|}come, will far outstrip in number 
and importance anything previously 
attempted. As such, show biz will 
take its place, alongside the surgeon 
and the scalpel, in administering 
(Continued on page 10) 


Come Down From That 
Cloud, Jackson, You're 


Only Kidding Yourself 


Washington, April 25. 

Contrary to belief, marinuana does 
not improve musical ability, accord- 
ing to a study just completed by Dr. 
C. Knight Aldrich, of United States 
Public Health Service. Using a syn- 
thetic marihuanna-like chemical, he 
tested 12 men imprisoned on marihu- 
jana charges, two professional mu- 
| siclans and two amateurs. 
| Study showed that nine of the 12 
had lower scores when using the 
| drug than without it. 


TOO MUCH ‘OKLAHOMA’ 
FOR PITT DRAMA EDITOR 


Pittsburgh, April 25. 
g 
Harold V. Cohen, drama editor of 


the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette- and 
“Varietv” mugg in that city. didn’t 
know at he was letting himself in 
for last week when he _ offered 


through his column to sell two bal- 
cony seats to “Oklahoma” on Broad- 
way for a Steubenville, O., reader 
who had purchased a pair for Friday 
;night (28) several months ago and 
couldn't use them because he was 
going into the service. Purchaser 
asked for a refund from St. James 
boxoffice, but couldn't get one, so 
appealed to Cohen to help him out. 

Five minutes after bulldog edition 
of paper carrying the note hit the 
street. the fun began for the colum- 
nist. Phone didn’t stop ringing at 
his home ail night: Post-Gazette op- 
erators were swamped with calls, 
and threatentd to murder. or at least 
maim, Cohen. and telegrams. spe- 
cial deliveries and postcards were 
stacked high on his desk the next 
| morning. 


humanitarian front is a “Purple | 
Heart” circuit which, for years to | 


‘PURPLE CIRCUIT 


! 


Burlesque Label, Back 
In Seattle, Ups Biz 25% 
Seattle, April 25. 
Burlesque, back in Seattle, at the 
Rivoli, has boosted biz 25%, since the 


lights went into those magic letters 
in front of the house, pointing up a 
| trend throughout the nation toward 
burley’s b.o. power. 


| Tempo of the town is rather on 


| the loose boom type. 


15% Nightclub Tax May 
Be Compromise; See 


20,000 Jobless By May 1 


A comprehensive report showing 


sharp inroads into nitery biz through- | 


out the country due directly to the 
30% federal amusement tax was sub- 


mitted yesterday (25) to the Ways 


| and Means Committee of the Hotse 
|of Representatives, which is deliber- 
jating on a resolution offered last 


| week by Rep. Harold Knutson, Minn- | 


|esota Republican, to slash the cur- 
rent tax to 10%. Survey was com- 
piled by the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists. 

| Matt Shelvey, national administra- 
tor of AGVA, hurried to Washington 
vesterday 
senators and representatives relative 
to lobbying sufficient strength to 
pass the bill through both houses 
Shelvey will remain in Washington 
for the remainder of the week. Also 
on the scene to muster support are 
representatives of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, whose nitery-affili- 


ated union members have been hard 


hit by the amusement tariff. 

General feeling prevails that bill 
will have fairly rough sailing and 
that a compromise is inevitable, with 
likely result that it will be 
to 15% 


Meantime, third week of the amuse- 


lashed 


ment surtax. which became effective 
April 1, finds the toll among niteries 
(Continued on page 35) 


DID TODD LEAVE OUT 
SWITCHBOARD GAL? 


There are so many participants 
from his office in Mike Todd's new 
show, “P’ck-up Girl,” with Belle 
Postal, Lewis Harmon and Sst. Bill 
Doll ‘on leave) having a piece of 
the new play, that it may wind up 
as being “presented” by the Michael 
Todd Organization (or Staff». The 
three billed presenters in Boston are 
James Colligan, Harriet Kaplan and 
Harry Bloomfield, 

Actually. ivs Todds show. He's giv- 
en each of his associates a piece of 
it. There is no 20th-Fox or any 
other picture coin in it, despite the 


fact Joe Schenck. the 20th exec, | 


who is a personal friend of. Todd's, 
jmay acquire a piece of it on his own. 


(Tues.) to confer with 


G.0.P. Convention May Be Milestone 
For Telecasting of Big News Events 


¢ Republican convention in Chicago 
in June new figures to be the spring- 
board for launehing the biggest in- 
terest in television shown in wartime 
period. because at least three tele- 
vision outfits have plans for exten- 
sive coverage. All three have linked 
up with newsreel companies, accord- 
ing to report, but actual coverage 
details are being kept under wraps 
' because of competitive angie. G.O.P. 

national gathering likely to be em- 

ployed by Radio Corp.-NBC, Du- 

Mont and General Electric to test 
| their pet theories on spot news cov- 


erage. 


is being framed by Paramount news- 
| reel and DuMont, an affiliated com- 
| pany. Likely that a special televi- 
| sion camera will be used so that the 

news can be readily translated into 

the television projector and then 
| picked up on film. Once the spot 
news event is thus captured, the big 
race will be to get it on theatre 
| screens. 

It appears certain that a test will 
be made to see how quickly such 
television-film handling be 
placed on the screens of Chicago 
Balaban & Katz theatres. It's no 
trade secret that Par has been work- 
ing for months to perfect its inter- 
mediary film method for handling 
television broadcasts. This method 
calls for the telecast to be picked up 
almost instantaneously on film, thea 


| 
| One of the most elaborate setups 


(Continued on page 2) 


ARGENTINA HEDGES 
ON ANTI-NAZI FILMS 


Montevideo, April 25. 


or nev moves wnie 


! regard as being directly 
aimed at U. S. film producers has 
created a situation which many be- 
lieve may eventually cause whole- 
sale filmery shutdowns in Buenos 
Aires and elsewhere in Argentina 


Mov fall into two main heade- 
ings: (1) sudden vitch of what was 
hoped was to be more iiberal policy 
towara lonz-banned, anti-N films 
ind (2) officially sponsored quota- 
law proposal to force all exhibitors 
to devote minimams oO} ore-t ra 
the running time and40") of their 
JP ORS! to national prod ict.0 

Censorship switcl was demon- 


«Continued on page 2) 


Larger Fuel Rations 
For the Showboats 
Washington, Apri! 25. 

Larger fuel oil rations ‘will be al- 
lowed this summer for showbvats 
and other river cruise boats, OPA 
announced Sunday (23). Benefiting 
largely will be boats which provide 
short trips with dancing, films ‘and 
live shows. They were sharpiy lime 
ited last vear because of the oil! sit- 
uation. 

Tris summer, for the first time 
since rationing, pleasure steamers in 
the states of Washington and Oregon 
will be permitted the same rations 
as in other parts of the country. 


tal 
Hi 


| | 
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Wednesday, April 26. 


Show Biz Mobilizmg to Hypo 
Forthcoming Fifth Loan Drive 


All branches of the entertainment? 
world will be mobilized to play a} 
vitally important part in the Fifth 
War Loan drive, June 12-July 8, 
with $16,000,000,000 set as the goal. 
Of this, $6.000,000,000 is to be raised 
from individuals. 

This was the message voiced by 
representatives of the Treasury De-| 
partment at a meeting held Friday | 
(21) at the Hotel Biltmore, N. Y.., by | 
the War Advertising Council, which 
represents all phases of advertising, 
including the outstanding adver-_ 
tisers and advertising agency execu-| 
tives in the country | 

With the slogan of “Back the At-) 
tack...Buy More Than Before,” Ted 
Gamble. National Director of the 
War Finance Division of the Treas- 
ury Department, pointed out that it 
would be up to the men and women 
in various entertainment fields to 
raise a sizeable portion of the goal, 
through the marshalling of all the 
resources at their command. 

Utilizing personal appearance 
tours, bond premieres, radio pitches, 
etc., stars of stage, screen, radio and 
the musie worlds will have the dif- 
ficult task of combating the war 
weariness that is bound to set in as) 
the war is prolonged. 

Outlining plans for the drive, 
Gamble stated that it was necessary 
to make a greater financial effort 
than ever before, with people buy-| 
ing extra bonds over and above their | 
regular purchases, and that the per-| 
sonal request made by celebrities ved 
purchase bonds, was one of the most 
effective means in stimulating sale} 
of bonds. 

Tribute was paid by all those pres- | 
ent, to the unstinting efforts and 
generous participation by the great 
and near-great of show business, in 
all activities on the home-front and 
in all theatres of this global war. 


Morgenthau to Launch Drive 
Texarkana, April 25. 

From “deep in the heart of Texas,” 
Secretary Morgenthau will open the 
Fifth War Loan Drive here on June 
12. Special network broadcast will 
launch start of drive to raise a mini- 
mum of $6.000,000,000. 

Secretary will be in city for a 
meeting of the Gulf-Southwest Agri- 
cultural and Industrial Conference. 


‘MR. BROADWAY’ BIG 


Mischa Auer Set 
For 4 Wks.’ Vaude 


Mischa Auer opens a limited thea- 
tre tour May 5 at the Earle, Philadel- | 
phia, with additional dates being | 
lined up for him by Music Corp. 0% | 
America. 

Expected that theatre engagements 
will run about four weeks and that 
comedian will ee be pacted for sev- 
eral radio gueSt shots. 


BOB HOPE TRIBUTE 
BY GOV. SALTONSTALL 


Hollywood, April 25. | 
Official recognition of Bob Hope's | 
work in uplifting the morale of serv- | 


ice men, at home and abroad, was | 


received by the actor in a letter from 
Gov. Leverett Saltonstall of Massa- 
chusetts. Letter reads: 

“So many Massachusetts men and | 
women in the armed forces have 
mentioned to me how much they 
have been refreshed and cheered by 
you that I feel that I should write to 
you. On this Patriots’ Day the 
thoughts of citizens in our State usu- 
ally turn to our forefathers who 
fought at Concord and Lexington on 
April 18 so long ago. This year we | 
think especially of our boys now | 
fighting throughout the far corners 
of the earth. In cheering them you 
likewise are serving as a true patriot 
and I wish to extend to you our 
Commonwealth's appreciation.” 


When he finishes his current pic- | 
ture, “Sylvester the Great,” Hope: 
will tour the South Pacific, the only 
fighting front on which he has not 
entertained. 


Colin's 
S.A. Job With Selznick 


Hollywood, April 25. | 
Anita Colby, former Conover. 
model and cover girl, was signed to | 
unique post of feminine director of | 
Selznick and Vanguard Productions, 
Daniel T. O’Shea, Vanguard presi- 
dent and exec director of Selznick 
studio, announced today. 


Miss Colby has several tasks under | 


NEWS IN AUSTRALIA 


By ERIC GORRICK 


Sydney, April 25. | 
Wartime transportation being as it) ment will be incident to “Since You | 
is, news that Warners will film the} 


life story of “Variety's” Sime, “Mis- 
ter Broadway,” just reached Aus 
tralia to break for big space in the 
newspapers. Strange but true, albeit 
months old “Variety,” still makes 
news locally. Anyway, many an old- 
time showman is keen to come to 
Hollywood to appear in 
minus pay, just satisfied 
trip, including Sir Ben Fuller, “Va- 
riety’s” first Aussie subscriber. 

Your home-brew mugg wouldn't 


ishe will leave for New York imme- 
- | diately, 


the film} 
with the | 


the new setup: styling and grooming , 
women in Selznick stock company, | 
acting as talent scout and handling | 
special exploitation. First assign- 
Went Away” campaign, for which | 


| 


First job of its type in the industry, 
O’Shea believes other studios and 
businesses will follow _ suit. Be- 
sides her glamour background, Miss | 
Colby did promotional and ad work 
tional mags. Also handled much of 
exploitation 
Gir].” 


mind being in the mob scenes, figur- 


ing to do better than the homeoffice | 


muggs in that “Show Business at 
War” flicker produced by “March of 
Time” last summer. 


Eddie Cantor N.Y. Fete’ 


Tribute to Eddie Cantor on his 35th 


continued from page 1 


| arranger; 


for Harpers Bazaar and other na- | 


for Columbia's “Cover | . 
{incorporating Joe Laurie, Jr.'s ”Va- 


G.0.P. Convention 


| days, ete., and added stint, which he 
| would narrate, would not interfere 


97th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“It looks as theugh it will go on 
forever—and that’s great for every- 


body.” 
JACK OAKIE. 


Camp Shanks ‘About Face’ 
Revue May 16 Sets New 
High on Pro-Gl Collab. 


Nyack, April 18. 

Newest khaki-conceived, all-sol- 
dier revue, “About Face,” is rapidly 
being prepped for production at 
Camp Shanks, N. Y., with opening 
tentatively scheduled for May 16. 
The strictly GI cast, jacked up by 
many former professionals now at 
Shanks, is rehearsing five nights 
weekly, with George S. Kaufman 
sandpapering the edges and whip- 
ping the production to concert pitch. 
A choral squad of WACs is being 
used to animate spec musical num- 
bers. 

Score assignment is in the hands 
of Pvt. Frank Loesser ‘(composer of 
“Either Too Young or Too Old,” 
“Touch of Texas,” “Praise the 
Lord”). Assisting him on the score 
chore is Jerry Livingston (“Mairzy 
Doats”) and Pvt. Hy Zaret (‘Lass 
With the Delicate Air’). Comedy 
sketches and incidental dialog have 
been fashioned by such experts as 
Howard Harris and Sid Zelanka 
(Durante scriveners), Abe Burroughs 
(“Duffy's Tavern” author), Mort 
Lewis (patterpicker for Pick & Pat), 
Dave Schwartz ‘(Phil Baker's “Take 
It or Leave It”), and Pvt. Arnold 
Auerbach (of Fred Allen’s gag sec- 
tion). 

Capt. Carl W. Broman, Special 
Service Officer, is in direct charge at 
the camp, with T/Sgt. Frank Kramer, 
technician; Lt. Thomas W. Massey, 
dance routines: Simon Rady, vocal 


| coach; Sgt. Walter Gross, orchestral 


Pyt. Sidney Green, T/3 
Bob Lieb and Pvt. Lester Lewis, di- 
recting sketches, . 


JOE LAURIE’S ‘LEFTY’ 
POSSIBLE AIR FARE 


Several spensors mulling idea of 


riety” column, “Lefty's Notebook,” 
| into a spot on a variety show. 

column is studded with 
references tob bygone 


Laurie's 


whipped into developed form and/ with his current appearances on the 


readied for screen projection within |“Can You Top This?” Wednesday 


two minutes or quicker. 

Until recently, the principal “bug” | 
was that this intermediary method | 
resulted in impertect definition when | 


anniversary in show biz is tied in 
with the forthcoming RKO filmusical, 
“Show Business,” produced by and | 
starring the comedian. 

The general indusiry celebration ; 
will be capped by a banquet at the | 
Hotel Astor, N. Y.. a week from Sun- | 
day (7), with George Jessel having | 
come in especially for the fete. He | 
will toasimaster along with Jimmy 
Walker. 

Nine guilds and unions are band- | 
ing together to sponsor the celebra- | 


tion, comprising Equity, AFRA, | 
ASCAP, Catholic Actors’ 


projected on the theatre screen. But } 
the test on the Chicago convention js | 
expected to prove plenty about the} 
Sysiem. 

Pathe (RKO) newsreel is tied in 
with RCA-NBC on convention hand-, 
ling, while Movietonews (20th-Fox) 
is reported to have a similar ar- 
rangement with General Electric. | 
These two will be in a race with! 


| Par to first reach the Chi and N. Y.| 


screens. Films picked up via the | 
newsreels will be air-expressed to} 


N. Y., where the telecasting outfits | 


and Seturday nights. 


Rally to Aid Jewish Of 
Europe, April 29 in N.Y. 


There will be a rally in support 
of the Emergency Committee to Save 


| the Jewish People of Europe, Satur- 


day (29) night at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 
Company of 200, including 100 can- 
tors, will participate in the presenta- 
tion of “Remember Us” and 
Batile of the Warsaw Ghetto,’ which 
were originally done in Ben Hecht’s 
“We Shall Never Die” at Madison 
Square Garden some months ago. 
Jacob Ben-Ami will 


Guild, | are understood to have arrangements| event being a demonstration in the 


Episcopal Actors, Negro Actors, | 
Jewish Theatrical Guild and AGVA. | 
Benefit for Eddie Cantor’s Boys} 
Camp. 


KEATON’S COMEBACK 
Hollywood, April 25. 

Buster Keaton will come back to 
pictures in “San Diego, I Love You” 
at Universal. 

Comedian has been under writing 
contract to Metro for past three 
years, but did spot in “Forever and 
a Day” at RKO last year. 


made for immediate spotting over, campaign to open Palestine to Jews 
their television broadcasting sets. | still in Europe and in danger of ex- 
This air transportation is necessary) terminatiion. Addresses by men in 
because telecasting is not perfect) public life will feature the program. 
over about 30 miles, unless aided by | 
radio relay stations or coaxial cable. 

Idea back of using a special tele- 
vision camera is that telecasting out- 
fits want the 


LT. COLEMAN MISSING 


Lt. Edward Coleman, bomber pilot 
newsreel footage so} operating out of England, is reported 


geared that it will be perfectly} missing in action. 

adaptable for televising. This camera This word was received from the 
would use 30 frames per second in-| War Dept. by his father, Lester 
stead of the usual 24 frames used in} Coleman, traveling auditor for 


Paramount. 


the average motion picture camera. 


| 


“The | 


direct, the |} 


+ 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Hollywood, April 25. 
Oooh, brother! You can take “Buffalo Bill,” or even “Covey Gir],” 
Give us “The Memphis Belle.” : 
If it’s true you can gross $125,000 in one house in one week if you have 
Rita Hayworth’s legs, Jerome Kern's music, Fred Astaire’s routines and 5 
Moss Hart's phobias (borrowed) in technicolor, what's w rong with adding ; 
a story? Suppose a good yarn would drop the gross a couple of , 


Undercovering “Cover Girl” 

It seems that when “Cover Girl” first started uncovering. the boys and 
girls—Arthur Schwartz, D. A. Doran, Virginia Van Upp, Charles Vidor, 
etc, etc—were trying to figure out where she would end up. As final 
proof, to her at least, that she had arrived it was agreed she'd fee} hap. « 
piest if she got out of a Brooklyn nitery and climbed to the Stork club, 
So D. A. Doran, of Columbia, on a trip to New York, decided to look up 
Mr. Sherman Billingsly and see if between them they could cook a deal. 
Besides, Doran's wife had never been in the Stork. 

Doran’s story in detail is something for Paramount to listen to. Cut 
down to war-time brevity, it took Doran a year to woo the Stork and 
vice versa. The club wouldn't think of giving him a bill. All Doran had 
to do each time was to tip the headwaiter. He crashed the hard way. 
It got so Doran couldn't go to any other boite de nuit without offending 
the sensibilities of Billingsly. As a result the Stork part in “Coter Girl” 
grew to beautiful, Technicolor proportions. Everybody was beaming. 

Plucking the Stork 


All this Columbia got for nothing, if you don’t count those tivs and the 
parties for the press bunch. But in this business what you get for nothing 
is worth nothing. So one fine day everything in “Cover Girl” dealing 
with the Stork wound up in the ashcan. It seems somebody at Columbia } 
discovered you could be a success as a cover girl without ever having 
even heard of the Stork club. 

So what happened? Buddy DeSylva rushed to New York on learning 
how the Stork had been reduced by Columbia's cutters to shear nonsense, 
caught Billingsly on the first huff and signed him for a Paramount produe- é 
tion. More, Paramount paid $100,000 for a title Columbia had lured into 
its entertainment factory and then cast aside. 

Now DeSylva is up against it. He has a good story to go with his title - 
and doesn’t know how to louse it up so that he, too, can gross $10,000,000, 
It’s got so a good story is like a hot car. The job is to get rid of it. v 

Memphis Tells a Belle 

“The Memphis Belle” must have been a higher priced production than 

“Cover Girl” or even “Buffalo Bill,” and though everybody sits on the 


jedge of his seat and applauds the old gal at the end, the presumption is 


that the other pictures draw them in because their color values are better 
than “The Belle’s.” 

They may fall fancier in “Buffalo Bill,” but when Indians and cowboys 
tumble from horses trained to tumble, it somehow doesn't frighten you 
half as much as when the pilot of the “Memphis Belle” tells a tail gunner, 
“There’s two in the clouds behind you. At three o'clock.” 

The producers of “Buffalo Bill” didn’t need to go in for bull at all. 
They could have dipped into the story as told by Colonel Cody's sister, 
Helen Cody Wetmore. From the time he was nine years old till he was 
18 and signed up with the Union forces, Will, as his sister called him, 
never had a dull moment, and that certainly can’t be said of the produc- 
tion of Harry A. Sherman as directed by William A. Wellman and plaved 
by Joel McCrea, Maureen O'Hara and Linda Darnell, not to stress 5.197 
other players in the cast. 

Hollywood's 36 Years’ War 

The trouble seems to be that when Hollywood decides to do a biography : 
it believes its fiction is more exciting than the recorded facts. That any 
script writer, director or producer could believe for a moment that he 
could create anything more hair-raising than the every day facts of the 
colonel’s life is proof of what California can do to you. 

Hollywood has been fighting a 30 years’ war with biography and still ‘ 
believes that the whole is smaller than the part. No producer is willing j 
to accept the obvious truth that if you start with a fictional character you ‘ 
can soon romp into all sorts of facts and no questions asked. But if you « 
start with fact and then head for the romantic wide open spaces of fiction, | 
you're heading for trouble. 

One of the many uncaught things, characteristic of the last of the greet 
scouts, was that he was forever ditching a show to rush back to the west 
to quell some Indian uprising and, once accomplished, recruiting a new ¢ 
show from whatever braves he didn’t succeed in killing. And there's 
nothing funnier in show business than his first play when Buffalo Bill, 
Wild Bill and Texas Jack completely forgot their “ines, and Ned Buntline, 
the author, playing a bit, asked Buffalo Bill what he had been doing lately? 
Bill began to ad lib and did so well the prompter never did get him back to 
the script. The play was written in four hours (in those days most play- 
wrights allowed themselves a week), and even so was a hit. 

Buffalo Bill had a clause in his contract that if the Indians got on a 
rampage he must be allowed a leave of absence to go back and mow them 
down. He got it, too. I came across some letters of his in Oracle. Arizona, 
several] years ago that showed what he thought of authors. Being a ro- 
mantic fellow, he had hunted for gold in his time, as who hadn't in those 
days? 

Bill Neal, a Negro, who owned Oracle’s only hotel, had been a govern- 
ment scout with Cody. Neal later married a full-blooded Cherokee prin- 
cess, a very beautiful woman. 

“You always knew when the colonel was in his cups,” she once told me. 
“At such times his manners were so gracious you'd have thought he was Sir 
Walter Raleigh. Actually he was a direct descendant from one of the 
earliest Irish kings and his title of colonel was not the best he could do, 
for he once had been commissioned a brigadier-general.” 

She let me read his letters. “I look upon you,” he wrote in one, “as 
the leader of society here in Oracle. t 


Give my regards to Bill, my old 
pardner of the plains, when we didn't give a damn for Injuns or nothing.” 

Another told of his being laid up with a broken leg. He asked the 
Cherokee princess, “the leader of society in Oracle,’ to send him some 
books. 

“Send me western stories,’ he explained, “and the bigger the liar the 
author is the better I like ‘em.” 

Boy, would he have enjoyed Holly wood’s westerns! 
+ 


Argentina 


Continued from page 1 


strated when Cine Ocean, B. A. was 
suddenly forced to withdraw RKO’s 
“Hitler's Children” after getting of- 
ficial approval and running two 
days. Saturday (22), during mati- 
nee, Manager on stage had to an- 
nounce that the Direccion Gencral 
De Espectaculos had ordered future 
showing stopped. fearing “public dis- 
turbances.” 


According best 


informed ! 


| 
| sources, only disturbance had been 


| erush of patrons at boxoffice win- 
| dows of those unabie to see film al- 
most a year, since it was held up 
because it “violated Argentine neu- 
trality.” Recent approval was in line 
with Axis break and realization that 
order reportedly effected by the Ar- 
gentine military was in hope of get- 
ting rhuch-needed raw stock frem 
U. S. It's generally felt that there 
may be no more approvals of #nt.- 
totalitarian pix. 


g 4 
4 
| + 
444464 
| 
what's that when you're doing $125,000 in one house? And there ars 
Ss Te ' stories around. If show business is at its boxoffice best when taking j Po 
2 5 — eet washing, maybe Paramount can use this tale, for the simple reas 
jthat Columbia had it and threw it away. 
| 
i 
i 
| 
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New State Building Code Would Cost 
Theatres Millions, May Shutter Some: 


By MORI KRUSHE 


N. Y¥. State Department of Labor 
has drafted a new building code 
which will affect the construction 
and operation of all theatres through- 
out the state with the exception of 
W. Y. City. Revision of the standard 
building code, applying to all “places 
of public assembly,” portends reno- 
‘ations costing millions of dollars, 
much higher cost of new construc- 
tion in the post-war era, and possi- 
bility of shuttering upstate theatres 
in many areas where renovations 
cannot be made, 

Commissioner of Labor, meantime, 
has invited the theatrical industry to 
name two or three persons to review 
and sit in on the Department’s ad- 
visory committee which is to be set 
up to pass on proposed legislation. 

Senator J. Henry Walters, RKO 
counsel, has called a meeting of thea- 
tre operators to be held at his offices 
in New York next Friday (28) to re- 
port on studies which have meantime 
been made by the circuits of the new 
building proposals. 

Following a meeting held in N. Y. 
earlier this month all of the theatre 
operators concerned appointed re- 
viewers to make a study and deliver 
a report on the proposed code. 
Those appointed by their respective 
organizations were Harry Moskowitz, 
Loew's! H. R. Maier, Warners: Jules 
Catsiff, Skouras Circuit: Charles 
Brouda, Paramount; Martin J. Tra- 
cey, Century; Al Naroff, Brandt; 
James B. Zab, Cinema Circuit: John 
Nolan, Comerford; Philip I. Harling, 
Fabian; James F. Reilly, League of 
N. Y. Theatres; Walter F. J. Higgins, 
Scider. 


nt Calls Film Groups 
To Halt Industry Attacks 


Hollywood, April 25. 
Screen Writers Guild sent out a 


a 


Washington. Apri 


Newsreels are all set to go with 
coverage on the opening of the 2X 


front in Western Europe. 


call for representatives of 40,000 film | 
workers, artists and execs to meet in 


cuss ways and means of “combatting 
harmful and irresponsible”  state- 
ments about the industry. 

Call was wired to 40 groups. 


allis, Mayer, 
Schenck Talks 


Hal Wallis last week reportedly 
discussed a production setup with 
Louis B. Maver and Nicholas M. 
Schenck at the latter's Long Island 
home. 

Wallis is still talking other deals, 
however. As previously reported, he 
wants to head up an independent 
production unit and it is still doubt- 
ful that either 20th-Fox or Metro 
would set up a deal of that kind. 


Further Joe Hazen-Hal Wallis 
confabs also continue, and pos- 
sibility of them lining up together 
for a deal with some major company 
remains as is. according to Wallis. 


This group, at meeting next Friday, Wallis. incidentally, will probably 
will likely name representatives for | get the film rights to “The Searching 
the industry who will act on the | Wind.” Lillian Hellman play. He is 


Commissioner of Labor’s advisory 
council. 

Under the proposed code, it is like- 
ly that few existing stages. outside of 
metropolitan centers, could be used. 
Thus combo vaudfilm houses in vari- 
Ous parts of the state would have to 
eliminate live entertainment of any 
kind. Costs of renovation, in some 
instances, would be prohibitive, and 
in many exhibitors and legit 
theatre would be unable 
to comply terial short- 


cases 
operators 
because of ma 


Escape Clause 
There appears to be, however, an 
escape clause in the proposed regu- 
lations under which theatre oper- 
ators may ask for a delay of two 
(Continued on page 10) 


RKO Strengthens 
Financial Setup Via 


KAO Pfd. Redemption 


being 
waged 


Progress 
its qu etly 
fication program is 
Wall Strect. Aside from 
in dividend outlay annually, 
forthcoming redemption of 
Keith - Albee - Orpheum 


simpli- 
even 


corporate 
surprising 
the 
the 
the 


made by RKO in|} 


saving | 


ceived bonuses or shared in the} 
profits included David Bernstein, | 
$229.435; J. Robert Rubin, $213,928: | 
i'Sam Katz. $214,139: Al Lichtman, | 


means that RKO will then have 
nothing to stand in the way of the 
common excepting the parent com- | 


All of this natur- 
the value of RKO com- 
Street opinion. 


pany’s preferred. 
hances 
mor accoradimy to 

While there is no 
RKO in 
(thouevh this 
‘valent the 


ircies for week the 


« ends to call it 
it preferred talk has 
I financial 
corpo! ition 


things in shape so that it co 


that time fey 
back dividends on 
his preferred but this was done by 
corporation early year, 

After the redemption of the K-A-O 


ear ago. At 


to clear up 


expecter 


apparent i- 


redeemed than. a 


preferred, early action looking to the | 


calling in of RKO preferred does 
not seem in the cards. Also the fact | 
that calling in this stock would re- 
quire around $12,000.000 does not 
make it appear likely. However, the 
financial position of RKO may bring 
this about sooner than now seems 
kely. Now that K-A-O preferred 
s00n will be redeemed, RKO 
have no financial worries reg 
ing K-A-O shares because the com- 


mon of the theatre subsid are 
RKO 


by held 


| 

will | 

j 

i 


ard- | 


! 
preferred | $160.604: 


{close to both the playwright and 


| Herman Shumlin, who produced. 


MAYER’S $1,138,992 
AGAIN T@P SALARY 


Philadelphia, April 25. 
Louis B. Mayer continues to hold | 
the title of America’s highest paid | 
executive for the 10th consecutive 
year, it was revealed by the Securi- 
ties & Exchange Commission here to- | 


day when salaries for Loew’s, Inc., 
execs for 1943 was made public. 
Mayer received $1,138,992 salary as | 
managing director_of production for | 
the company. of which $242,226 “re- 


mains presently unpaid pending 
further discussion with the salary 


stabilization unit of the Treasury 
Dept.” Last year he earned $949,765. 

Other salaries for Loew execs in-} 
clude Nicholas M. Schenck, presi- | 


dent, $512,391, of which $382,391 was | 
reported as a bonus or share in the | 
profits; E. J. Mannix, v.p., $372,739, 


was a Faden or 
Others who re- 


of which $214,139 
share in the profits. 


Benjamin Thau, 
and Lawrence Weinzarten, 


$107,070, 
$53,535. 


Agnew’s (Selznick) 
Special Sales Reps 


a general conference, May 2, to on | 


a call for them. 

In addition, recent powwows here 
have developed an agreement for 
plenty of footage to be turned over 


The invasion came 
ing to Claude Collins, WAC news- 
reel coordinator, will be under the 
direction of E, C. Buddy, European 
manager of the newsreel pool, who 
recently flew back to London follow- 
ing the meetings in this country. His 
staff will include John Bockhorst 
and Jack Lieb, of News of the Day: 
Neil Sullivan, of Pathe: Robert Blair. 
Movietone: Thomas A. Priestly, Uni- 
versal; and John Dared, who was in 
South America during the past year, 
representing the pool and CIAA. 

In Italy, and ready for a switch at 
any time, are Robert Donahue, Jr., 


ramen, accord- 


V. P. of Butterfield Co., 
Also U. of Mich. Regent, 
Jammed With Regents 


Detroit. April 25 

Fellow regents of the University c 
Michigan have handed a 
Edmund C. Shields, a vice-president 
of the Butterfield Circuit, 


rebuke 


for 


| show for 


tion in forcing the students to cancel 


the hiring of professional talent for a 


on the campus. 

Shields. who is both a regent of 
the university and an official of the 
theatre company which operates al 
five houses in the college town, had 
protested the hiring of acts in 
cago for the students’ show as run- 
ning in competition with the regular 
operators and forced the cancellation 
of last Saturday night's show, “Vic- 
tory Varieties.” 

In turn, his fellow regents adopied 
a resolution which reasserted that 


“the dean of students and other 
proper authorities be authorized to 
}put on such entertainment as they 
| think best for the advantage of the 


profit and 
10) 


student-body without 
(Continued on page 
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Hollywood ApI 25. 
New distribution setup for David : 
98 t oare of director Ve 
». Sel > ry es calls for fou ‘ 
O. sel i € Cal f (Mon at 
specia representatives n Various ' 
‘ 1} ) ai i 
distri of country, all working un- 
d supe on of Neil F. 
f organization to the CK 
,.| Arthur W. Kelly, who i e Chaplin 
Each of four sales reps will work . 
rep on the directorate i a 
under contract, with salaries on Par 
aye f tended a previous meeting two week 
with the present average for assist- 
rl ‘coy es € maj ago, left la veek for N. Y no 
ant sales managers o ajor com- * 
— jor | proxy on hand. 
Changes recommended by the 


Cagney’ Jap ‘Blood’ Chore 


| six important phases to be | 


for the company mod 


were indorsed by an accom- 


board 
erations 
| panying set ot res 


Hollywood, April 25. t present 
aga starrer for James Cagney,;to the stockholders’ mecting of the 

now entertaining soldiers in Europe,} corporation in Wilmington May 5. 
Ww il be “Blood on the Sun,” a tale of | Substantialls resolution which 
Japanese plotting in pre-war years, | were passed, follow: (1) the i be 
written by Garrett Ford. !increased from four to a 
Filming starts in July, with Wil!- | repre entative board be elected by 
liam Cagney producing as an inde-j| the stockholcers at the adjourned 
pendent, j annual meeting; (2) cumulative vot- 


Six lensers | 


to the reels by official Army-Navy | 
cameramen who will be in action 
right along. 


his ac- | | 


military trainees stationed | 


Chi- | 


| Revenue 


Jack Warner Cancels 


will be on hand to go in with the} 

first wave; two others are ready to | Hollywood, April 25. 
be switched from the Italian front; Jack L. Warner cancelled his trip 
whenever needed; and more Can 59 east for the “Mark Twain” premiere 

‘from this country as soon as there is 


the weekend. 
Reason for staying on Coast is too 
much in production and preparation 


,;over 


at studio to allow getaway. 


20th to Distri 
Rank-Kelly Films 


London, April 25. 
With the J. Arthur Rank-Gaumont 
British deal okayed by Spyros, 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, 


arrange- | 


handle physical distribution 
| Rank’s Eagle-Lion distribution setup, 


| head i 

Pathe, and Lewis S. Cass, Paramount. | : ed by Arthur W. Kelly, in the 

The reelers have been 
with new cameras, new telephoto) Rank has also agreed to add Larry | 
lenses, equip- | Kent, executive assistant to Skouras, 
ment. rey have been promised}, 
full to the Gaumont-British directorate 
forces, so that the way will be | to strengthen the 20th-Fox position 
greased for making pictures. in G-B. 


Tale,” 


Meantime, “A Canterbury 
first Eagle-Lion film, is to 


12. “This Happy Breed,” 
Eagle-Lion release, goes into the 
Gaumont and Marble Arch theatres 
tomorrow (26), 


U.S. TAXES REFLECT 


Washington, April 235. 
Show biz had a boomtown Febru- 
ary on the basis of tax returns an- 
nounced by the Bureau of Internal 
fevenue. 


FEB. BOOM TAKINGS 


+ 


Trip East, Too Busy 


With Hugh Owen, easte: 
ern division manager 


Ne 


for Paramount 


understood set to join Vang i 
| (Selznick) as general sales mana- 
ger, reported likely that his succes- 
sor at Par will be William Erbb, 
|New England district chief head- 
i quartering at Boston. At same time, 


| appointed v.p. over distribution, 


|is joining United Artists as 


ments are now compleée for 20th to | 
for| 


it is said Charles M. Reagan, newly- 
mav 
create a third division, known as 
the central division. James Dono- 
hue, Par’s district manager at Dallas, 
is mentioned in connection with cre- 
ation of such a third division. Other 


large majors have three divisions, 
whereas Par has had only two it 
recent years, 

There is not as yet any official 
confirmation from Paramount or 
Reagan on these reports nor as to 


Coast talk that Robert M. Gillhan 
Par’s advertising-publicity director, 


head of 
its publicity-ad department With 
{such move, anticipated that Al 
| Wilkie, publicity manager at 
homeoffice, would move up to take 
top charge of publicity while Andy 
Shuford is mentioned as taking over 
advertising under what would be- 


|come a dual setup such as Par had 
|some years back. 
Reports concerning Gillham and 


| 


open at 
the Odeon Leicester Square on May | 

even 
another | : 


| Wilkie are denied by 


| he ought to be in on it. 


both. 


BATTLING FEMMES 


PURSUE ERROL FLYNN 


Hollywood; April 25 

Embattled Errol Flynn got himself 
egged Sunday (23) night without 
trying. Actor was tagged by 
two femmes who started a fight ia 
the Mocambo. One girl told Flynn, 
who was sitting at a nearby table, 
When actor 
demurred she bopped him with hen 


‘fruit and the brawl was on. 


The tax stood at $14,893,000, about | 


'$2.800,000 more than in 


which was a longer month, and over 


January, | 


| different 


Flynn’s only movement was toa 
wipe egg from his hair while girls 
were separated and hauled out two 
exits. Flynn commented, 
“I didn’t have any idea what it was 
all about. I just happened to get in 
the way of the egg.” 


GARLAND, WALKER TEAMED 


Hollywood. April 
Judy Garland and Robert Wa 
draw top spots in “Ti Fs ‘at 
| Metro, Arthur Freed’s production en 


$3.000.000 better than in February, | 
1943. About 90-95% of the levy 
comes from pictures. 


rate on Broadway, although slightly 
off from the record-breaking Febru- 
ary, 1943. Collections in the 3d N. Y. 
District (all of Manhattan 
above 23d street) 2,074,805, as 


were $: 
contrasted with the meager $906.000 


that Uncle Sam got in January. The 
figure for February, 1943, was 
$2,220,000 

Manhattan niteries also operated 


a furious 
$182,975, 
bite on 


clip, paying a tax of 
on the basis of the old 5% 
tabs. 


Chaplin Walking Out on UA Huddles, 


for Majority Vote 


ing wihict has been in *xistence ir 
if CO ice ts fo at ys 
i! ago, retained, tne effect o 
h would give the thre p eP} 
yide e } ht for ea 10 
e ( e ad t ‘ ) 
nt + olde ire P f Ce 
war t 
Chapli * Vanguard Prod ICLIOr I 


of which David O. Selznick is chair- 

an and Daniel T. O'Shea is presi- 
dent); (3) the present restrictions on 
the transfer or sale of stock be re- 
tained, 


so that unanimous con 


ent o 
the owners would be required to sell 
any new units, and that any share- 


holder desiring to sell must firs 
the stock to the and the 
owners in the same manner required 
in the past: (4) the bylaws of the 
company mended from time 
to time by the majority of the 
olders: (5) certain eligibility rule 
serted in the charter for the 
qualifications of a director so as to 
(Continued on page 10) 


company 
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stock- 


be li 


' the Culver City lot. 
The turnstiles clicked at a furious | 


Picture, written by Paul and 
Pauline Gallico. 
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“FOR CARRYING ON WITH DIGNITY AND ABILITY THE 
KIND OF JOB SHOW BUSINESS HAS TO DO IN THE CRUCIAL 


DAYS OF THE NATION” * % 


“SPECIAL CITATIONS: 


BOB HOPE—For his unceasing efforts to bring a plasma of laughs. 
to the men in uniform; for bringing with him on his trips to the 
fighting fronts and to the home training bases a symbol of all 
show business wrapped up in the most winning performer of our 
time; for being Radio’s No. 1 “Soldier in Greasepaint”; for being 
to World War Il what Elsie Janis was to World War 1; for carry- 
ing on with dignity and ability the kind of job show business 
has to do in the crucial days of the nation; for setting a standard 
of sacrifice and single-mindedness matched only by film star Joe 
E. Brown's heroic contributions in the South Pacific and other far- 
flung battle fronts; for pacing a global caravan of top stars that 
included other selfless Americans as Al Jolson, Jack Benny, Frances 
Langford and the honored roll call of unsung troupers; for truly 
being a living, breathing example of what SHOWMANAGEMENT 
means to “Variety” and its readers and the American public.” 


SPLENDID TRIBUTE FROM 
KARIETY IS QUOTED WITH PRIDE 
AND AFFECTION BY Paramount 
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Under Proposed Settlement, Skouras 


Relinquishes Academy of Music, N. Y. 


A proposed settlement plan under 


which the creditors of Fox Theatres 
Corp. would get a gross rental in- 
come of about $2,400,000 over a pe- 
riod of years was signed by Robert 
Aronstein, attorney for the First Na- 
tional Bank of Atlanta, one of the 
largest creditors, and Irving L. Le- 
vey, attorney for the trustees. The 
agreement was filed in U. S. district 
court on Wednesday (19). Federal 
Judge John C. Knox ordered that no- 
tice of hearings to be given all credi- 
tors, stockholders and others inter- 
ested parties to show cause why pro- 
posed settlement should not be ap- 
proved. Hearings are scheduled for 
May 5. 

Under the settlement, the Ktima 
Corp., a Skouras subsidiary, would 
restore to the trustees the Academy 
of Music property on East 14th 
street, N. Y., and other assets. 

Skouras acquired the theatre prop- 
erty from the receiver of Fox Thea- 
tres Corp., pursuant to an order 
dated Jan. 12, 1937, authorizing the 
receiver to sell the property and 
other assets which Skouras conveyed 
to Ktima. 

Subject to the approval of the 
court, the settlement under which the 
transfer is to be made is the result 
of extended negotiations between 
Fox Theatres Corp., trustees, Aron- 
stein, stockholders protective com- 
mittee, Skouras Theatres Corp., and 
Ktima Corp. Settlement, it is under- 
stood, is to be made without preju- 
dice’ and not to be construed as an 
admission by Skouras and Ktima as 
to the allegations made in petitions 
by Aronstein and the trustees for an 
order setting aside the sale in 1937. 

Under the proposed settiement, 
Ktima Corp. assigns and transfers to 
the trustees all rights and title and 
fnterest in (a) the common capital 
stock of the William Fox Realty Co.; 
(b), certain leases relating to the 
Academy of Music property dated 
Oct. 17, 1931, between Fox Theatres 
Corp., as landlord and Skouras The- 
atres Corp., as tenant, as amended by 
agreement Aug. 14, 1934; (c) certain 
leases relating to the property dated 
Sept. 1, 1926, between William Fox 
Realty Co., as landlord, Fox Theatrés 
Corp., as tenant, and New York Trust 
Co., as trustees; (d) certain claims in 
favor of Fox Theatre Corp. against 
William Fox Realty Co. for $300,760. 

Under settlement, Skouras 
agrees to pay the trustees $175,000 as 
advance payment of rent under the 
reassigned lease, said payments to 
cover period of year commencing 
March 1, 1944. 

In the event that Judge Knox ap- 
proves the settlement, the closing of 
the transfers shall be as of March 1, 
1944, The agreements may be ex- 
amined at the offices of the trustees’ 
attorney, Irving L. Levey, 295 Madi- 
son avenue, and at the clerk's office 
in U. S. district court. 


Extras Nixed on More 
- Gas By Ration Boards 


Hollywood, April 25. 
Film extras, asking additional gas, 
have been turned down by local ra- 


tion boards with the advice that the | 
motion picture industry is not con-| 


sidered essential to the war effort 
unless the units are working on Gov- 
ernment films. 

No additional provisions have been 
made for western players who drive 
their cars to studio ranches. often 
calling for a 70-mile round trip. That 
problem has been passed on to the 
Office of Defense Transportation, 
which deals with studios and not in- 
dividual players. 


N. J. Allied Meeting In 
Atlantic C., June 20-22 


Allied Theatre Owners of New 
Jersey, headed by Harry H. Lowen- 


stein, convene in Atlantic City June | 
20-22 to celebrate its own silver an-| 


Niversary as well as the golden anni 
of film industry, 
tives, circuit heads, producers 
committee on 50th Anniversary will 
be invited to meeting. 


E. Thornton Kelley is convention 


manager, while convention commit- 
tee includes following exhibitor- 


members; Irving Dollinger, Lee 
Newbury, George Gold. Helen 
Hildinger, Dawid Snaper, Harry 
Hecht, Edward Lachman, David 


Mato, Henry Brown, Ralph Wilkins 
D. Roscoe Faunce, Simon Myers and 
Basil Ziegler. 


Homeoffice execu- | 
and | 


Justice Dept. Would 
Nix Any New Fox-WC 
Theatre Construction 


Washington, April 25. 

Report that Fox-West Coast may 
construct eight new houses in the 
Frisco Bay area, with the WPB giv- 
ing its blessing, are pooh-poohed 
here by insiders who say the 20th- 
Fox subsidiary would be building it- 
self a lawsuit, as well. 

The Recreation & Amusement Unit 
of the WPB Office of Civilian Re- 
quirements wants theatres built in 
that area to provide relaxation for 
the thousands of war workers and 
would be inclined to okay the Fox 
bid. However, the Anti-Trust Divi- 
sion of the Justice Department does 
not see it that way at all, and can 
be counted on to block any ‘such 
move so as to protect its consent de- 
cree. On the basis of precedent, 
Anti-Trust would go no further than 
to approve temporary theatres for 
the duration, providing the houses 
were torn down or converted to 
other purposes immediately after- 
ward. 

If the theatres were of a perma- 
nent character—indicating that Fox- 
West Coast believes the business 
would still be there after the war— 
then the Justice Department will 
come in fighting. One spokesman 
said permanent construction might 
be approved only under an ironclad 
agreement that Fox dispose of the 
houses immediately after the war— 
and this is not a definite stand by 
the Justice people, since they would 
prefer to have indies build the 
houses under any condition, 


SPU SEEKS TOTAL AFL 
SUPPORT FOR AUTONOMY 


Hollywood, April 25. 

Screen Players Union is seeking 
the financial and moral support of 
all American Federation of Labor 
unions and guilds in its fight to break 
away from the Screen Actors Guild 
and become its own _ bargaining 
agent. Autonomy hearing on the 
SPU petition before the National 
Labor Relations Board has been re- 
cessed until May 12. 

Class B actors have informed AFL 
unions that there is a non-strike 
clause in the SAG agreement with 
the Producers. If SPU wins auton- 
omy, the spokesmen declared, the 
non-strike clause will be voided, and 
| the Class B actors will be in position 
to support other unions in case of a 
| clash with employers. 


‘St. Louis Kids Squawk 
On 30c-40c Cinema Scale 


St. Louis, April 25. 

Some teen-agers have beefed to 
Hizzoner Aloys P. Kaufmann against 
'the current price scale in local pic- 
|ture houses, and ask that something 
be done about it. Last week, the 
|Mayor made public the letter which 
lalso asked that the kid scale of 10c 


ibe modified to include those 14 and 


115 years old. 

The letter. in part, said: “We are 
| children of 12 and over who have to 
|pay 30c and 40c to go to a neighbor- 
| hood show once a week. We should 
like to make a suggestion since most 
of us have an allowance of only so 
much. When you get 50c a week or 


less, it doesn’t go far when you have 
to pay 40c for a show once a week. | 

“We don't think this is fair to kids | 
| who can’t work because of under age. | 
Our suggestion is that since the} 
|prices have gone up twice as much | 
as before. the age limit of 12 should | 
be raised to 14 or 15 years before 
paying adult fare.” 


| 

L. A. to N. Y. 
Neil Agnew. 

Steve Broidy. 

Doc Geissinger. 

Hal Horne. 

Martin Kosleck. 

Gil Lamb. 

Ring Lardner, Jr. 

Car! Leserman. 


Joan Leslie. 
Bill Pine. 
Alexander Pope. 
Ed Raftery. 
Grad Sears. 
Euaice Shapiro. 
Ww ivne Tiss 
Robert Watson 


Darryl Zanuck 


|Theatres Corp., which normally op- 


Clark May Again Talk 
On Decree to Distribs 


Tom C. Clark, assistant attorney 
general in charge of the criminal di- 
vision of the Department of Justice, 
who has jurisdiction over negotia- 
tions for a new consent decree, will 
be in N. Y. tomorrow (Thursday) 
for a regional meeting of U. S. at- 
torneys, at which time, he states, he 
may contact distributors in connec- 
tion with the decree. 

In recent weeks Clark has been 
going over the decree proposals with 
members of the Dept. of Justice, dis- 
cussing it among themselves. There 
have been no further exhib meetings 
on the matter. 

Meantime, the Big Five is selling 
film in accordance with the old de- 
cree provisions and permitting arbi- 
tration of complaints in accordance 
with the machinery that was set up 
for the settlement of disputes over 
clearance and other trade practices. 


Cantor Sez Show 
Biz Needs Voice 
In Washington 


Eddie Cantor keynoted an appeal 
for unity in the industry Monday 
(24) with a demand for the appoint- 
ment of “a man big enough to han- 
dle the public relations job which 
must be done” to save the industry 
from legislative snipers in Washing- 
ton. 

Pointing to the lack of freon gas 
for theatre cooling systems which 
threatens to shut down many of the 
nation’s theatres during the ensuing 
summer months, and otherwise hurt 
the take at the boxoffice, the vet 
film, radio and stage star declared. 
“This is the only industry that has 


not made any money out of the war, 
and still is getting a terrific shoving 
around by the nation’s legislators.” 

“It is the last industry in America 
that lawmakers think about because | 
we have nobcdy to go to the front 
to plead our cause when committees 
are in session. It is vital to have 
someone fronting for pictures, some- 
one with the dignity necessary to 
command tie respect of those men,” 
he said. 

Cantor will be east two months, 
returning to the Coast via an/| 
itinerary oz appearances in hospitals 
for servicemen that will take about 
One month. He is currently perus- 
ing stories for his next production 
stint at RKO, planning to star in the 
film if a suitable vehicle is found for 
himself, otherwise using other stars 
and guiding the picture. 


B&K B.0. UP 8%: NEW 


Ben Kalmenson, 


TAX HAS NO EFFECT 


Chicago, April 25. 

Attendance at Balaban & Katz the- 
atres is up 742-8% over last year,| 
John Balaban, secretary-treasurer, 
told stockholders at the corporation's} 
annual meeting. Added federal tax | 
on admissions has had no noticeable 
effect on patronage, he said.. 

Balaban reported that the company 


| 


had made a profit of $1,883,069, equal | 
to $7.16 a share, for the fiscal year) 
ended Jan. 1. This compares with} 


$1,818,913 or $6.91 a share for the| 
preceding year. Officers and direc- 
tors were reelected without change. 


RKO Pix Co. Takes Over 
Operation of N. Y. Palace 


RKO Pictures is operating the RKO 
Palace on Broadway on a flat rental 
basis, taking over from the RKO} 


erates house. Deal set to follow | 
through on concurrent bookings 
of “Seven Days Ashore” and Eddie 


Cantor’s “Showbusiness,” and pos- 
sibly further. 

First time in years that pic sub-| 
sidiary has moved in on theatre sub- | 
sid operation. Under new setup, | 


current operating personnel, includ- 
ing Ray Connors, manager, will con- | 
tinue in present posts, but policy for | 
house and publicity will be handled 
by film company departments. 


N.Y. to L. A. 


Joe Bigelow. 

Pat Casey. 

Ph#il Cohan. 
Howard Harris. 
Howard Petrie. 
Kenneth Later. 
John U. Reber. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Doris Winston. 
Syd Zelinka. 


Zanuck Warns Against Too Many Weak 
Pictures At Roadshow Scales; Says 
20th to Release Only 20-24 Films 


Warners Sell ‘Twain’ 
Singly With $1.20 Scale; 
$500,000 Ad-Pub Bally 


Selling “Adventures of- Mark 
Twain” singly under an unusual pol- 
icy which first calls for week dates 
at advanced admissions of $1.20 in 
around 200 key spots, Warner Bros. 
will spend about $500,000 to adver- 
tise and bally the picture. Of this, 
about $250,000 will be thrown on the 
air under deals which are calculated 
to reach 90,000,000 listeners. 

Picture starts a consecutive run at 
the Hollywood, N. Y., Wednesday (3) 
at 80c to $1.30 scale, while general 
release later on will follow the 200 
dates at $1.20 top, now being set 
throughout U. S. N. Y. will have a 
benefit preview the night of May 2 
for Madison Square Boys’ Club. 

Going all-out on an exploitation 
campaign for “Twain,” sales terms 
on which have not as yet been set, 
Warner Bros. arranged for cere- 
monies at the Hall of Fame at N. Y. 
University, commemorating the 34th 
anniversary of Mark Twain’s death, 
at which Jesse L. Lasky, film’s pro- 
ducer, and Fredric March, its star, 
delivered addresses Friday (21). 

On Tuesday (18), Lasky was in St. 
Louis where he accepted a plaque in 
behalf of Warner Bros. from the 
Propeller Club of America com- 
mending the company for making 
the picture, with Lasky also a guest 
at the opening ballgame there. One 
of the stunts on “Twain” is a frog- 
jumping contest which will be held 
at the Manhattan Center, N. Y., 
Saturday (29), sponsored by various 


boys’ clubs of metropolitan N. Y. 


area. 

Sales promotional plans were dis- 
cussed at the Thursday-Friday (20- 
21) district sales meeting of Warners 
for four other forthcoming pictures. 
These are “Between Two Worlds,” 
“Mask for Dimitrios,” “Make Your 
Own Bed” and “Arsenic and Old 
Lace.” Sessions were presided over 
general sales 
manager of Warners. 


Lasky Honored in Hannibal, Mo. 
St. Louis, April 25. 
Jesse L. Lasky, producer of “Mark 
Twain,” saga based on life of Samuel 
L. Clemens, the humorist, received 
the pilot wheel of steamer “St. 
Louis,” believed to be last river boat 
piloted by “Mark Twain,” while 
Lasky was visiting here and in Han- 
nibal, Mo. Lasky also received a 
plaque from city of Hannibal in com- 
memoration of picture. 
Although born in Florida, Mo., 
Clemens was reared in Hannibal 
which is locale of film. 


METRO’S TRADESHOWS 
IN REGULAR THEATRES 


Metro is establishing a new policy 


regarding tradeshowings of comedies) 
the trade press| 


and musicals for 
which, in future, will be held in reg- 
ular theatres instead of in projection 
rooms. Metro plans eventually to 
extend this policy to include exhibi- 
tors, if feasible. 

First of the pictures*to be trade- 
shown in theatres under the ar- 
rangement was “Two Girls and a 
Sailor” on April 24. 


$600,000 Bail Bonds In 


‘Chi Boys’ Case Released 

The $600,000 bail 
Manufacturers Surety Co., for 
six Chicago mobsters, convicted of 
conspiracy to extort more than $1,- 
000.000 from the motion picture in- 
dustry, was ordered returned today 
(25) by 
Coxe in The 


New York. 


|Company is now discharged of all 


liability. 

“The Boys From Chicago” are now 
in the N. Y. federal house of deten- 
tion, serving their prison sentences 
of 10 years each. No objections to 
the discharge was made by Boris 
Kostelanetz, Assistant U. S. attorney- 
general, who successfully prosecuted 
the mobsters, after a 12-week trial 
before Federal Judge John Bright 
last December. 

Appeal from their conviction is 


posted by the | 
the | 


Federal Judge Alfred C. | 
Surety | 


+ Darryl F. Zanuck, v.p. in charge of 


production for 20th-Fox, on Monday 
(24) in New York warned against 
placing too many roadshow type pic- 
tures on the market at advanced 
prices unless such films were good 
enough to warrant such preferential 
treatment and admission scales. Zan- 
uck said only a limited number of 
pictures in any given season are 
suitable for this type of handling and 
that producers should make sure of 
the quality of a picture before set- 
ting a special price and method of 
distribution. He said that release of 
too many weaker pictures at ad- 
vanced scales would backfire; that 
such a short-sighted policy would 
alienate both exhibitors and theatre- 
goers. 

Zanuck stated, also, that 20th-Fox 
plans to release only around 20 pic- 
tures, exclusive of specials, during 
the next year. Production pace, of 
course, is not being slackened, with 
the studio making as many pictures 
as feasible for release at such time 
as the market warrants. 

Zanuck said he came east primarily 
to discuss distribution plans for 
“Wilson” with Tom Connors, the pos- 
sibility of producing and releasing 
Wendell Willkie’s “One World” 
shortly, and to huddle with Moss 
Hart on the script for “Winged Vic- 
tory.” Zanuck said plans are to set 
“Wilson” in one or more New York 
theatres before August, as a special, 
advanced-admission film. General 
release is likely sometime in 1945. 

Regarding “One World,” Zanuck 
said he would try to persuade Willkie 
to allow the picture to be produced 
and released. Confirming story in 
“Variety” last Wednesday (19) Zan- 
uck said that Willkie had hitherto 
refused to sanction release of the 
film until after the elections because 
he had been a candidate. Since 
Willkie is no longer a presidential 
candidate, Zanuck said he hoped to 
overcome the former's objections to 
releasing the picture shortly. 

Zanuck declared, also, that he does 
not plarr to produce any picture for 
the duration unless it has something 
to do with the war effort and that 
all his pictures must have some na- 
tional or international significance. 


Advanced Admissions 
For ‘Wilson’ First Run 


Hollywood, April 25. 

Film biography of the World War 
I president, “Wilson,” will be shown 
by 20th-Fox at advanced admission 
prices for at least six months, be- 
ginning in July or August, before 
going into general release. Definite 
release date will be set this week 
when Darryl Zanuck confers with 
Spyros Skouras in New York. 

After careful editing, the picture 
has been cut down to two hours and 
40 minutes running time. 


W. R. Frank Dickers RKO 
For ‘Goebbels’ Release 


Minneapolis, April 25. 
W. R. Frank is in New York to 
| negotiate with RKO for a distribu- 
| tion deal for his picture, “Private 
| Life of Dr. Paul Joseph Goebbels,” 
this week at the house, Century 


| 

| 

|} (Par) here, and the Orpheum 
(RKO-Par), St. Paul. Twin City en- 
| Zagements are in consequence of a 
deal made between Frank, one of the 
principal owners of a large inde- 
pendent theatre circuit in this ter- 


ritory as well as a Hollywood pro- 
ducer now, and John J. Friedl, pres- 
ident of the local Paramount chain. 

RKO distributed his “All That 
Money Can Buy” and “Syncopation,” 
and Columbia handled “Adventures 
| of Martin Eden,” in all of which 
| Frank was heavily interested. 
| “Goebbels” is Frank’s solo entirely 
| on his own. He plans to start his 
second, “Pennsylvania Station— 
Crossroads of the World,” within the 
next two months. 


FRISCO FOR MacMURRAY 
Hollywood, April 25. 
Fred MacMurray’s first picture un- 
ider his new contract with 20th-Fox 
‘will be “Nob Hiil.” story of San 


now pending in the U. S. Circuit | Francisco in the 1860s. 


Court of Appeals. 


: | Gregory Ratoff will direct. 


| 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | | 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
| | | 
| | | 
| | | | 
ols | | 
| | | | 
| | | | | ' 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| | | 
| | | i 
- 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Wednesday, April 26, 1914 


Jack L. Warner, Executive Predscr 


WAC Recruiting May 11-17. Cooterate! 


| 
Wor 
‘ 
i = 


redwcer 


Wednesday, April 26, 1944 


— 


q 


VARIETY 
‘ 
3 
2 
ay | 
OTHE ADVENTURES OF ! 
1 i 
| 
i 
P 
« ‘ 


| 
| 


j 


10 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 26, 1914 


Stiff AFM Studio Demands Shift 
To Coast: Details 5-Yr. IA Deals, 


Grievance Service Clauses OK'd 


-cruiting drive, was held at War Ac- 


Hollywood, April 25. + headquarters in 


reach an agreement at 
eastern with 


Federation of Musicians, 


Unable 
sessions the American 
whose de- 


mands are steep conferences will be 


held here instead within three or} 


four with 
presidents reported coming on to sit 


weeks, several company 


in with local studio representatives 
and the AFM group headed by its 
president. James C. Petrillo. 

In addition to the bombshell 
thrown into the N. Y. negotiating 
ranks by Petrillo when he demanded 
standby staff orchestras in all stu- 
dios. during the* past week he laid 
many other demands in the laps of | 
the producer delegation. These in-! 
clude basic increases ranging from 
10 to 20%. While no more than a 
top of 15% may ultimately be grant- | 
ed, this much would not run counter 


to the “Little Steel’ formula, since | 


under the old contract, 
which expired Jan. 1 last, the musi- 
cians did not receiv@ an 
When that deal was negotiated, they 
asked for no more money. 

Now. however, in addition to seek- 
ing raises front 10 to 20‘: for the 
rank-and-file, Petrillo is demanding 
double pay fer all leaders but very 
questionable whether the _Govern- 
ment would ever approve such an 
increase, even if it were granted by 
the studios. Additionally, the AFM 
wants to insert a provision in the 
contract calling for double sessions 
on recording engagements. In other 
words, where a studio now has a 
three-hour shift and call men back 
for another three hours, union wants 
a minimum eall of. six. 
Petrillo wants double time for any 
musicians working from midnight to 
8 work hours’ for which 
straight time is now being paid. In- 
stead of longer deals as for other 


two-vear 


Studio unions, Petrillo is seeking te} 


negotiate an agreement for only one 

year retroactive to Jan. 1 last 
Renegotiation 

On return here of various 

representatives of the Interffational 

Alliance of Theatrical Stage 


the five-year deal, running to Jan. 1. 
1949, either party (union or studios) 
may request renegotiation of wage 


scales, hours of employment and 
working conditions after July 15. 
1945. If this is to be done. either side 


has to submit notice pf such a desire 
by September, 1945, but with a dead- 


line for settlement of any such re- | 


negotiation being October, 1945. 


In addition, under the five-vear 


agreement, if the “Little Steel” ceil- | 
ing is increased to 25°; or more on} assemble for amusement or recrea- 
then 
| Under the proposed code no addi- 
tion or extension to a building would 
deals provide that IA shall be the} be constructed over the stage section 
No place of public as- 
permitted in a 
building any part of which js used 
as a garage, dry cleaning establish- 
use that may be con- 
sidered hazardous by the Industrial 


or before siext Jan. 1 (1945), 
the IA may reopen its deals in Jan- 
uary of that year. Also. the IA 


bargaining 
Studio local 
contract. 


unit for all of its 11 
Curing the term of the 


Cameramen 
While a deal was set up with the 
camerainen, if has not been finalized 
for submission to the War Luabor 


increase. | 


Further, | 


union | 


Em- | 


$600,000 LIBEL SUIT 
OVER ‘PRIMROSE PATH’ 


Boston, April 22. 


Claiming she had to stay away 
from her bridge club as a result of 
the film “Primrose Path,” and suf- 


fered $200,000 damages therefor, Mrs 
Mina Wright of Fall River, Mass., 
was one of three members of her 
family to launch a libel suit against 
RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., this week. 
Suit totals $600,000 in a triple play. 
Case is up before Judge George Cc; 
Sweeney in a non-jury federal dis- 
trict court. Suing with Mrs. Wright 


are her daughter Mrs. Vera Saunders 
lof Fall River, and her son, Joel, of 
| Saugus, Mass. 


Mrs. Wright. whose chief com- 
plaint seems to be lodged against the 
book “February Hill,” which was not 
allowed in the testimony by Judge 
Sweeney, claims that she recognized 
certain references to herself and 
family in the book, as well as the 
eiven names of her children. She 
claims she has heard herself referred 


lary Hit!’ and as a result remains 
‘away from her bridge ¢lub. Film 
‘was dramatized from stage play based 
on the novel. 

Mrs. Saunders, thrice-married and 
now living apart from her husband, 
claims that she and her relatives 
were “badly” represented in the 
movie. Victoria Lincoln, claimed to 
be a family acquaintance, wrote the 
‘novel from which the movie is 
claimed to have been derived. 

Case has been continued. 


| New York Monday (24). 


!ous phases of the 


to as “There's the woman in ‘Febru- | 


Building Code 
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| years if materials required for reno- 
{vations are unavailable due to the 
| war. 
sioner of Labor has 
| lic safety predominantly in mind. 
| Regulations 
| entertainment, 
bowling alleys, 
Theatres are 


including 


skating rinks, etc 


modating more than 300 persons. 


| ings, not 
tion, 


of a theatre. 
shyla 
sembly would be 


ment nor any 


Commissioner. 


To all appearances the Commis- 
designed the 
ployees, it was reported that under | "€\ code with the elements of pub- 


govern all places of, 
niteries, 


classified as all build- 
' ings used for theatrical, operatic or 
| motion picture performances accom- 


Places of assembly are classified 
| as all buildings or parts of build- 
included under “theatres” 
in which 100 or more persons may 


Alperson Launches 
WAC Recruiting: N.Y. 
Campaign Powwow 


Joint meeting of the metropolitan 
New York exhibitor chairmen and 
local publicity committee for the 
industry Women’s Army Corps re- 
tivities Committee 
E. L. Al- 
person addressed the rally, outlining 
campaign plans. 

Charles C. Moskowitz. Loew’s v.p., 
exhibitor chairman for metropolitan 


N. Y. for the Women’s Army Corps | 


recruiting week, meantime has ap- 
pointed co-chairmen to handle vari- 
campaign from 


May 11 to May 1%. Those to serve 
with Moskowitz include Gene 
Meyers, Russ Emde, Irving Liner, | 


Fred Schwartz, Louis Goldberg and | 
Sam Rinzler, 
‘ 


-EX-CHI UNION EXECS 
FACE NEW JURY ACTION 


Chicago, April 25. 
Grand jury action is indicated 
against former officials of 
tion Picture Operators’ Union, Local 
110. in a move made last week by the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue. Offi- 
icers are those voted out several 
months ago by the membership fol- 
lowing complaints of racket activi- 
ties. 
A. P Madden. chief agent of the 
bureau's special intelligence unit, is 
{conducting an investigation on the 
/incomes of the former leaders to de- 
| termine if they paid income taxes on 
the hundreds of thousands of dollars 
said to have been collected as tribute 
and “permit money” from members. 


| 


Madden declined to say whether the | 


probe has any connection with the 
recent extortion trial in New York. 

Witness summonses have already 
been issued to nearly 400 Chicago 
operators who are being questioned 
'at the rate of three a day. 
tion is covering the period of 1939 to 
1942. 


Werfel in Phone Tieup 
To Bally ‘Song’ in Hub 


Hollywood, April 25. 
Franz Werfel will talk tomorrow 


(26) by long-distance telephone from | 


Hollywood to gatherings of book re- 
viewers and columnists in New York, 
and motion picture editors and re- 
viewers in Boston. His talk will be 
hooked up so that he will be heard 
at both luncheons simultaneously. 
Coast spiel is pertinently linked to 
showing of “Song of Bernadette” 
(20th). adapted from his novel, which 
starts its Boston engagement May 3. 


Keys 20th Anni; Radio, Other Bally 


therapeuti 


the Mo- | 


Investiga- | 


Chaplin Walking 
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guarantee that no competitive inter- 
est will ever sit on the board: (6) 
the board, by majority vote, shall 
elect the officers, department heads, 


and generally run the company, mak- 


ing it possible to carry on the affairs 


of United Artists as all big business 
veto 


is operated, eliminating the 
by any one stockholder. 
Purpose of the 


power 


resolutions, it was 


‘Purple Heart’ 


Continued from page 1 = 


treatment and giving a 
new lease on life to the thousands 
of GI wounded back from the far- 
flung fighting fronts. 

Eddie Cantor, currently in N. Y. 
jon a swing of the still embryonic 
|“Purple Heart” (hospital) circuit and 
lwho, as far back as a year ago, 
helped pioneer the routes into the 
wards, foresees a show biz contribu- 
| tion in the vears to come that will 
jgive the industry and its volunteers 
ja prestige and renown that will even 
{dwarf its present recognifion as a 
| morale factor in bringing entertain- 
;ment to the boys in the foxholes. 

Out of his manifold experiences of 
recent months in circuiting the hos- 
pitals, Cantor has come forth with 
an addenda to his 10 Commandments 
“do's” and “don'ts” for the indus- 
'try which, he feels, will make for a 
more efficient administration of the 
Purple Heart” ciicuit. Application 
'of these Commandments, he feels, 
| will help remedy many of the wrongs 
|that are retarding the bangup job 
i that remains to be done. 
| USO as Central Agency 
| For the part that Abe Lastfogel, 
USO-Camp Shows prexy, and Law- 
}rence Phillips, exec v.p., are playing 
| in mobilizing USO forces for the un- 
| precedented task ahead, Cantor has 
nothing but unstinting praise. He's 
equally convinced that USO should 


| be the central agency in administer- 
ling the shot in the arm to the 


wounded boys. But first the entire 
. . 

entertainment industry and all its 

component parts must be sold on the 


|enormity of the job ahead—a_ job 
Cantor feels can be done’ with a 
| maximum of efficiency and leave a 


permanent monument for show biz. 
| Samer assures every actor that once 
!you've played a_ hospital, “you're 
|spoiled for life, for the impact of 

vill hit you with 


|; what you’re doing 

| great force, aside from the fact it has 

the greatest appeal to an actor’s ego.” 
First of all, Cantor is anxious that 

/a committee be organized to sit 

| down, evolve a paitern of entertain- 


wounded and the sick. 

Every routine, he says, should be 
carefully studied to prevent such 
embarrassments as an entertainer 
giving out with a “Put Your Arms 
Around Me, Honey” while an arm- 
less patient looks on. “And by all 
means, watch your jokes,” 
Cantor. 
| very sensitive. You'll have to be a 
psychologist as well as an enter- 
tainer, but you can do it. 

“And when you go to a hospital 
,remember it’s the patient you're in- 
‘terested in. Just as it’s necessary to 
‘avoid extra-curricular activities for 
the officers invited civilians 


and 


‘when visiting a camp, the hospital 
staff is secondary. Just get into the 
wards and give. 3ut give with 


judgment.” 
By developing a routine in whieh 


|the patients can participate, says 
Cantor, you are giving the men a 
reason for living. Every such hos- 


Board in the face of demands to re- Each tier or floor of every place of pointed out by Ed Rafter. company pital performance should include a 
open it for shortening of the present | PUDTC asse mbly shall be provided prexy. is to make great step for q. & a. routine. 
hat = k to 48 hours for all mem- & ‘ requ ed exits as ft llow ‘ 0 ward for UA. In \@ew of the com-| Need Pianos With Rollers 
ers. Meantime nders at | persons or less, ‘minimum of two P 
rod pei a ro ge ss i ts; 501 to 700 persons, minimum panys buying in the Alexander| Just as important as a surgeon's 
p rey itives in the east vpn lee kee ‘ Korda stock on the basis of unani-! knife, Cantor believes, is a piano for 
flatly rejected the cameramen on_| Of three exits: 701 or over, minimum » of of 
: ,, mous consent of owners prevailing} every hospital; and one with rollers 

shorter hours last week of four ewnits. Distance of travel ¢ 


Machinery for the 
grievances has been set up. as prom- 
ised several weeks ago. Under the 
ral ‘ment reached, in the event 
there is a dispute between a _ local 
union and a studio regarding wages 


or conditions of empleyment, the 
following grievance setup is  pro- 
vided for: (1), initial step by either 


side is filing of formal 
(2), effort to be made between 


studio and lozal to amicaply 


complaint: 


ue just 


differences; (3), if this step tails, | 


then the producer side will-appoint 
one arbitrator, the 
they together. will select a third im- 
partial chairman to 
issues, 

Agreeing to protect union mem- 
bers in the armed forces, the pro- 
ducers have consented to the fol- 
lowing service clause: 

“Recognizing the moral and legal 
responsibility to the men 
women who have entered the arimecd 
services, vroducer and the waion 
agree that they have a joint respon- 
statutes) in the reinstatement ot 
members held prior to their entry 
inte the armed services. The pro- 


settlement of 


IATSE one and! 


decide the 


from any point on a tier or floor to 
required exit shall rot 


ine nearesi 
exceed 100 feet. 


In new theatres motion picture 
projection booths would be at least 
eight feet by 10 feet in area and 
eight feet high for one projection 
machine th an additional 24 
square feet of floor area for each ad 
ditiona] machine, Walls and ceilings 
of the booth would have a fire-re- 

tive rating of at least two hours. 

Otne provisions cover type of 
building materials, stairways, aisles 
ventilatic handling of film, equip- 
ment and maintenance, etc. 


ducer ané@ the union agree that em- 
such 
jobs, will be aisplaced by returning 


ployees temporarily holding 
nembers,.” 


union 


union 
All 


jcepting Pat Casey, general 


|N. Y. office meetings 


Stant day and night, as well 


Monday (1). 


znd studio 1epresenta- 
and , ives have reiurned to the Coast ex- 
labor 
contact for the producers, in wliose 
spread ever 
sibility (subject to the then existing | more than seven weeks, with con- | 


in either purchase or sale of 


units, it 
trol by any stockholder. It 
was a result of the purchase of the 


Korda stock under this rule by the | 
permitting it to 


company, instead of 


be sold outside that Chaplin 
tested at the meeting. through Kelly 
Most likely that 


oro- 


len the meeting 
convenes in Wilmington legal fire- 
orks can be looked for on the part | 


o! Chaplii who alre has 
nick for disposing 
were to be 
pictures to be released by UA, and 
for which he had been 
$500.000 by the company, 
manding return of this money. 

Also. Mary Pickford has a 


the unanimity rule in corporation 
operations. Chaplin will 
take further legal measures through 
his, eastern attorney, Charles C. 
Schwartz, to avoid any change of the 
company bylaws. 

Those yesterday's 


production. Trio will attend the 
i Wilmington session. 


new 
is pointed out as a means of} 
keeping the company safe from con- 


ad) an ac-| 
tion pending against David O. Selz- | 
ing of properties that 
used for the making of 


advanced | 
and de- 


suit 
against Chaplin in Delaware against 


probably | 


meeting: | 
| as | Rafiery, Grad Sears, sales chief, and 
union members to the jobs such | weekend sessions, having been held. George Bagnall, v.p. in charge of 
/Casey is scheduled to leave N. Y. 


| that can be moved from ward to 


ward, so the entertainer can move 
along with it and give an uninter- 


rupted performance. 
of the hospitals 
valuable 


Jack pianos, 
hours can be 


many 
lost while 


waiting for one Likewise, it’s im- 
perative that the p.a. systems be 
working efficiently, otherwise a per- 


former could travel 2,000 miles virtu- 


ally for nought because a job that 
could have been accomplished in ¢ 
few minutes that afternoon a 
neglected. 

| Every troupe should have a female 


Singer with the latest repertoire. 
says Cantor. And he cautioned the 
performers not to beef if they have 
to carry a tray in the cafeteria, 
“otherwise you defeat the purpose of 
the entire thing. Be thankful there's 
| food on the tray and not sulpha or a 
| scalpel, which is what the other guys 
are getting.” 

“And stop squawking if you can't 
get into the dining car on the train. 
My advice is to carry a box lunch. 
Every hospital performer 
carry them.” 

Cantor says that in his 35 years in 
{show biz he Fes never encounte:ed 
such genuine satisfaction as in play- 
ing to these wounded boys. “For 


should 


4¢ Spotting of Metro features, NEWse 


reel or shorts together with exhibie 
tor luncheons in every key city, end 
a coast-to-coast broadcast featuring 
every star under contract, will keve 
note Metro's celebration of the oye 
ganization’s 20th anniversary week of 
June 22. While “The White Clits." 
due in Radio City Musie Hall shortly 
has been named the anniversary 
traction, two other new pict: res, 
“America” and “Dragon Seed” \ iJ] 
be given prominence in the celebra- 
tion. “Cliffs” is the 1.000th film to be 
made at the Culver City studios. 

It's expected that nearly every film 


ale 


ment best suited to the needs of the | 


adds | 


“Naturally, those boys are | 


Because some | 


| theatre in U. S. will play some Metrg 
| subject in the week starting June 22, 
according to present plans. Besideg 
exhib group luncheons, a 
|; memorative ceremony to honor those 
who Have’ keen with the organiza. 
ij tion for 20 years will be held at the 
studio. There will be 300 employees 
'so honored. Largest sound stage will 
| be used for this, with Judy Garland, 
| Mickey Rooney, Lionel Barrymore, 
| Frank Morgan, Lena Horne, Margaret 
O’Brien, Greer Garson, Ginny Simms, 
| Walter Pidgeon, William Powell, 
| Kathryn Grayson, Abbott & Costello, 
| Myrna Loy, Jane Powell, Frank Sin- 
jatra, Jose Iturbi, Robert Young and 
‘others having agreed to participate, 
Hoped that Major James Stewart, 
Capt. Clark Gable, Lt. Robert Taylor, 
| Lt.-Commander Robert Montgomery 
)and Lt. Van Heflin also will particie 
pate, if in this country and permise 
‘sion is obtained. 

This affair will be used for the net 
| work broadcast, it being tied in with 
the Fifth War Loan drive, and shorte 
|} waved overseas so that more than 
| 1.000 Metro employees now in armed 
'services may hear the stars. 
Merger of Metro, Goldwyn and 
| Mayer companies occurred in 1924 
| when Will Rogers acted as m.c.. at 
jthe “merger day” party. Probable 
that either Lewis Stone or Lionel 
| Barrymore will preside at the anni 
| studio celebration party. Tribute will 
be paid to noted Metro stars, whe 
Since have died, ineluding Lon 
Chaney, Marie Dressler, Jean Harlow 
and Irving Thalberg. 


sick men, they have the healthiest 
laughs in the world. They, in fact, 
,are a shot in the arm to you.” 


Seek 500 Pix Players 
To Entertain Wounded 


tollywood, April 25. 

| Hollywood Victory Committee goes 
into a new phase of wartime enter- 
tainment because of return of 
wounded soldiers and sailors from 
the battle areas. An appeal has been 
made for 500 film players to visit 
men and women of the armed forces 
now convalescing in Army and Navy 
hospitals. 

New program calls for troupes, 
each headed by a Hollywood celeb- 
rity, staging shows at each major 
hospital every two weeks, and to fill 
in the time between with informal 
individual visits. The Army has 59 
and the Navy 25 general hospitals. 
All need entertainment and friendly 
visits. 


Butterfield V.P. 


Continued from page 3 


without financial 
the university.” 

Students had put up a loud beef, 
and Shields earlier had altered his 
position in the appearance of Coca- 


responsibility to 


Cola's “Spotlight Band” on the 
campus and the company’s arrange- 
ment to pay for a dance for the mili- 
tary trainees after the broadcast. 
The new action by the regents 
again gives the green light to stu- 


dent projects to book in professional 
A 


talent for shows for the 2,000 


|and Navy trainees who are stationed 
at the U. of M. Shields’ noint had 
been that the students were using 
public buildings for private enter- 


*h 


tainment and 
the levitimate 
| Arbor. 


were competing wi 
show biz in Ann 


Holly wood, April 25. 

Alex Gottlieb takes over reins on 
i“Hollywood Canteen.” which 
| originally assigned to Jesse Lasky +0 
produce. 
| Lasky, now east, is reported de- 
sirous of release from this assipn- 
; ment, as he wants to do “solid sub- 
‘ jects,” not topical ones. 


Gottlieb on ‘Canteen’ 


was 


| 
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| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 26, 1914 


The Story of Dr. Wassell 
(TECHNICOLOR) 


i 
Paramount release of Cecil BR. DeMille 
Proauetion directed by Millie. Sturs 
rp Cooper: features Laraine Day, Signe 
Vi: Dennis Kheef Based upon Story ! 
lated by Commander Corvdon Wase- | 
nd upon stery by James Milton: adup- | 
tition, Alun LeMay and Chartes Bennett 
editer, Anne Bauchens; camera, Vietor Mil- | 
William Sovder, Cjoredeon Jennings. } 
Farciot Kdouart, Wathace KRelles Previewed | 
nt Constitution Hall, ‘Washington, D. ©., | 
\ i 14. Running time, 136 MINS, | 
Corvdon M. Wassell Gary Cooper | 
M line ine Day | 
bie he Signe Hasse 
ins Dennis O'Keefe | 
Th Martini ne Carel Thursten 
Dirk van Daal.........Carl Esmond 
Murdock. . Paul 
A! sen ¢Amdy) coe Milie 
mnder Bill Goggins 


Because this is the factual story of | 
Dr. Wassell’s heroic evacuation of 12 | 
men, plus himself, from Java in 
earlier stages.of the war, it packs 
more interest than otherwise might 
have been the case. The exploits of 


the by-now famed Naval Commander | .. 


have been brought to the screen on a 
lavish scale by Cecil B. DeMille, with | 


an exceptionally fine cast and good |, 


comedy relief. The entertainment ! 
value, even had the scenario been | 
fictional, is very strong. Production | 
excellence and good color photog- 
raphy are added assets. Gross pos- | 
sibilities are exceptionally favorable | 


despite any trend away from 
pa ot war Ase | with their nitery chores. This leads, | 
“While the running time of 136 | through 4 

i : r i he | Storage warchouse, apparently willed | 
minutes is much longer than the | al 
average and there are portions | to them, which is converted into a | 
where cuts could have been made, | Canteen. It's al] been arranged by | 
the story and DeMille’s spectacular | the sailor of rich parents, unbe- 
production possess so much body and | knownst to the sister team. He falls 
covers so much ground, with many | for one, Gloria DeHaven, then 


incidents of a romantic or non-war 
character included, that there is jus- | 
tification for the extent of tie foot- | 
age. } 
“There can be no quarrel with the 
cast. While Gary Cooper bears no | 
particular resemblance to Comman- 
der Wassell himself, who’s 60 and a | 
weather-beaten type, the star im- 
parts to the role much vigor, color 
and sympathetic interest. It’s one of 
Cooper's best performances. The 
story, based upon facts as related by 


Commander Wassell, through various | 
his | 


cutbacks, takes Cooper from 
early horse-and-buggy country doc- 
tor days in Arkansas through medi- 
eal research in China before the war 


| minutes, it is too long and generally 


| chiefly on the marquee. 


|} or until near the end, is not only a 

kelly | disappointing foundation upon which 

tt Reid | to build a musica] but, also, the dia- 


|} and since has staged a big comeback, 
| plays a cha 
a couple numbers. 
time 
running 
| Bet more than the early number at 


; nightclub with the James and Cugat 


so- | entertained 


| switches to the other, June Allyson. 


and, finally, to Australia after he has 
successfully transported wounded 
men to that point. Instead of being 
court-martialed there for having dis- 
obeyed orders to leave stretcher 
cases behind in Java, Dr. Wassell, as 
most of the public should know, was 
awarded the Navy Cross and his 
heroic deed made the subject of a 
broadcast by President Roosevelt. 


Battle scenes as well as others are | 


very effectively staged and photo- 
graphed. It’s a wonder DeMille him- 
self doesn’t have plenty of casualties 
in view of the realistic manner 


| 


| Drake, latter doing a soldier, fare 
suitably 


in | 


salmagundi of band numbers by 
Harry James and Xavier Cugat, with 
their soloists, plus Jimmy Durante, 
of whom there isn't enough, and 
various other specialties ranging 
Lena Horne to the concert 
Jose Iturbi. Running 124 


from 


pianist 


slow. The boxoffice prospects hinge 


The tenuous book, by Richard Con- 
nell and Gladys Lehman, which 
mainly records a romance between a 
girl singer and a sailor with a promi- 
nent family background, unknown to 


*king than in evidence. | 
The Schnoz, who was on this lot | 
some vears ago as a featured player | 


racter role as well as do- 
He's an old- 
assists two girls in 
for servicemen. 


who 
canteen 


actor 
a 


and, toward the finish, 
Dinky Do,” could be stood 

such a seasoned and forceful 

singing entertainer. 

June Allyson and Gloria DeHaven 
play a sister act, featured in a few 

short numbers. Headliners at a 


the 
Inky, 
from 


piano 


orchestras, they turn their home into 
a place where servicemen may be 
after they're through | 


In addition to the band numbers, 
with Helen Forrest as soloist with 
the James outfit and Lina Romay 
with Cugat. specialties include a 
spanish baritone solo by Carlos 
Ramirez; a rather clever comical 
one-finger piano concerto by Gracie 
Allen: clever comedy interpretation 
of “Take It Easy” by Virginia 
O’Brien: short dance number in 
which Ben Blue works with a girl 
partner; Jose Iturbi playing a ritual 
fire dance on the piano, assisted by 
his sister, unbilled but announced on 
the screen, and Lena Horne singing | 
“Paper Doll.” 

Miss Allyson, who should not be 
far from stardom, turns in a very | 
fine performance despite the poor- | 
ness of the script, which also is true 
of Van Johnson, opposite her as the 
sailor boy. Miss DeHaven and Tom 


though 


not impressively, 
| while lessers of a well-established 
| character school who come through 
as usual are Henry Stephenson, 
Henry O'Neill and Donald Meek. 
Joe Pasternak’s production back- 
grounds are to some extent impres- 
sive but on the tinsel and theatrical 


which he directs bombing and other ; side, though his dream sequence is 


sequences, 
Comedy touches and romance go 


a long way toward lightening any 
likely strain from the war ingre- 
dients. Renny McEvoy, whois 
strong for the native girls and 


through that predilection is left be- 
hind with Dr. Wassell and 
siretcher cases, together with others 
furnish the laughs. McEvoy is a ter- 
rific character in all respects. La- 
raine Day, who first cast her eyes 
upon Dr. Wassell in China before the 


war, shoulders the love interest Op- | pisyton 
posite the famed naval doctor, while | Mr. dae 
roman{ic | 


Signe Hasso figures in a 
light with Carl Esmond and Elliott 
Reid. The combination 
and Carol Thurston. the native Jav- 
anese nurse with whom he gets ma- 
rooned in the jungles at the mercy 
of approaching Japs. strike an 
ceptionally strong note. This 
Thurston's first film appearance 
it won't be her last. She's a very 


but 


gratiating type. Paul Kelly is excel- | drama in its Paramount adaptation. | | 


lent aS a morose wounded man, while 


Stanley Ridges gives an impressive | 
performance as a naval doctor who's | 


also among the wounded. Char. 


Two Girls and a Sailor 
(MUSICAL) 


Metro release of Joc Pasternak production, 
ttures Van Jehnsean, June A on, Gloria 
DeHaven. Jose tu Durante, 
Henrys Stephense arn 
Cc ‘ ! \ 
‘ tes }> i NOV 
Virginia © \ I) 
Devo, J ‘ 
‘ « I) } ! Phory 
ra Rarhe Surt 
} Kay The peor la 
Preview e« t lad, N \ 
Kunning me, 124 MINS 
John: Dyckman Brown Van Jol 
June \ ol 
Hilly Kipp vd Jiminy Durante 
‘‘oneerto Gracie Allen 
Lena blorne 
Prank Miller... .....Tom Drake 
John Dycekman Brown [..Wenry Stephenson 
John Dyckman Brown Ii Hienry O'Neill 
The Wilde TWwins...... ee By Theniselves 
Harry James’ Ore with Helen Forrest 
XMavier Cugat Orchestra with Lina Romuay 


Weakness of story. a very thin one 


his | 


of O'Keefe | 


is Miss | 


jot human 
| 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Story ef Dr. Wassell” 
(Color) (Par). Spectacular war 
picture, with romance and com- 
edy, should be a big grosser. 

“Two Girls and a Sailor” (Mu- 
sical) (M-G). Lack of story and 
length of footage makes this 
musical pot-pourri disappointing 
entertainment, 

“Double Indemnity” (Par). 
Fred MacMurray. Barbara Stan- 
wyck, Edward G. Robinson in 
big b.o. murder meller. 

“And the Angels Sing” (Songs) 
(Par). MacMurray-Lamour mu- 
sical light escapist fare for mild 
b.o. 

“The Hitler Gang” (Par). 
Documentary-melo of Nazi party 
growth. 

“Once Upon a Time” (Col), 
Cary Grant-Janet Blair in novel, 
controversio] film due for b.o., 


“Gambler’s Choice” (Par), 
Fast-action meller; good dualer. 
“Cobra Woman” (Color) (U). 
Jungle romance should prove 
* good b.o. fare. 
“Seven Ashore” (Musi- 


cal) (RKO). Thoroughly enjoy- 
able minor musical which will 
please cn dual bills. 

“Henry Aldrich Plays Cupid” 


(Par). Entertaining and good 
dual supporter. 

“Man From’ Frisco” (Rep). 
Modern shipbuilding story 


should do okay with right ex- 
ploitation. 

“Trocadero” (Rep.) Light- 
weight musical for dual support. 


Murray learns that Miss Stanwyck 
has been using him as a dupe, and 
he shoots her to death. It is a story 
told in flashback. film opening with 
MacMurray confessing voluntarily 
the entire setup into a dictaphone for 
use by the claims agent, from which 
the narrative then unfolds. 
MacMurray has seldom given a 
better performance. It is somewhat 
different from his usually light roles, 
but is always plausible and played 
with considerable’ restraint. Miss 
Stanwyck is not as attractive as nor- 
mally with what is seemingly a 
blonde wig, but it’s probably part of 
a makeup to emphasize the brassi- 
ness of the character. Her perform- 
ance. however, is consistent though 
the character in the final reel would 
have been stronger had not the 
scripters sought to reflect some sense 
understanding for her. 
Robinson, as the infallible insurance 
executive quick to determine phoney 
/claims, gives a strong performance, 
| too. It is a typically brash, Robinson 
}role. Lessers who do well are Porter 


| very effective. Photography suffers | Hall, Jean Heather. Tom Powers 
in spots. Char. | (the murdered man) and Richard 
| Gaines. 
Bouble Indemnity Joseph Sistrom has contributed a 
Paramount release of Jaseph Sistrom pro- grade A production, and there's 
duction. Bred MacMurray, Barbara | eMterprising score by Miklos Rozsa. 
Stunwyek, Kdward Robinson. Directed Kahn. 
Billy Wilder, Screenplay, Wilder and 
Raymend Chandler. from novel by James A r 
M. Cain: editer, Donne Harrison: musie, rn 
Miklos Rozsa; camera, John Seitz Trade- ” Angels Sing 
shown in N.Y. April 21, '44. Running (SONGS 
time, 103 MINS, 
Walter Neff....... Fred MacMurray |, relexse of E. D. Leshin pro- 
Phsilis Dietrichson Barbara Stanwyck | duction. Siars Dorothy Lamour, Fred Mae- 
G. Robinson | Murray: features Ketty fiution, Diana 
Porter | Mimi Chandler, Ritymend Walburn, 
| Mr. Tom Powe Serecypliy by Melvin Frank, Nore 
Nino Zachette Byron ! Panay original Claude Binyon; 
Sain Cie ! .Fortunio Bonanova | lames Van Heusen; 
Joe Pete . John Phiilibe: Victor Young; arrange 
fiments, Joseph J. Lillew, Arthur Franklin, 
Lester lee ar Jerry Seclen; tausical nume 
James M. ain's Liberty story, | April 20. Running time, 95 MINS. 
| Double Indemnity, apparently Dorothy Lamour 
based on a sensational murder of the | !!#nny Morgan...... soe. Fred MacMurray 
| do Diana Lynn 
Patti Angel , Mimi Chandler 
It is certain boxoffice insurance. And | Pep Angel..........08. Rayinovd Walburn 
double indemnity with such marquee JONUSON Jr. 
names as Fred MacMurray, Barbara | 
| Stanwyck and Edward G. Robinson. | Holman.......... frank Maylen 
| There are unmistakeable similar- | House Man...........e.ee. George MeKay 
ties between the Paramount pic and | 
jthe famous Snyder-Gray murder } winter. Pere Taunders 
wherein Albert Snyder was sash- | lotatoes.......ce..eeeeeeeees Tom Kennedy 
weighted to death 17 years ago in —_——— 
his Quee! Vill ge, N. Y., home by “And the Angels Sing” is a pretty 
his wife. Ruth. and her lover, Judd 4] 
Gray. Both the fictional and the real] | t''¢d filmusical with a band and a 
murders were for the slain men’s in- | madcap femme quartet as the focal 
;surance. Both were committed by | romantic action. It will need all the 


the murdered men's wives and their 
amours, 


“Indemnity” 


consistentivy 


is rapidly moving and 
well developed. It is a 
story replete with suspense, for 

lich credit must go in a large meas- 
ure Billy Wilder’s direction. He 
was also co-author of the screenplay. 

The story's development 
j mainly around the characterizations 


to 


Robinson, the first two as the lovers 
and Robinson as an insurance claims 
agent who balks the pair’s “perfect 
crime” from becoming just what 
they had intended it to appear—an | 
accidental death from a_ moving | 
train, for which there would have 
been a double indemnity. , 

Miss Stanwyck plays the wife of 
an oilman, and when MacMurray; an 
insurance salesman, becomes her 
paramour, they seli to the husband, 
fraudulently. an  accidental-death 


ak c | policy. They then kill him and place 
in this instance, reduces “Two Girls | his body on the railway tracks. Their 
and a Sailor” to little more than a! plans go awry, however, when Mac- 


revolves | 


of MacMurray. Miss Stanwyck and | 


marquee support of Fred MacMurray 
Dorothy La- 

Betty Hutton, half of the 
act (the 4 Angel Sisters) to 
| bolsier the flimsy plot. In its b.o. 
favor is the plot’s complete escap- 
ology, predicated on a wacky family. 
The climactic situation where Mac- 
Murray is the harried swain, liter- 
ally running between the Misses La- 
mour (whom he loves) and Hutton 


(as the maestro) and 


|mour and 


sister 


| (whose love is unrequited), reminds 


one of those old Al Woods bedroom 
farces with the principals running in 
and out of doors, strangely just miss- 
ing each other amidst ludicrous al- 
beit not humorous complications. 
The action even beggars maestro 
MacMurray and Eddie Foy, Jr., his 
colleague in the band biz, into doing 
one of those Tyrolean shoe-platter, 
song-and-dance routines in a Polish 
cabaret. for throw money, all be- 
cause they've got to raise $190 for 
the gals. Action shifts from a small 
town to N. Y., where MacMurray 


‘(incidentally back at the sax, which 
is how he started) has gone. 
There are topical musical moments 


\such as “Hello Mary, tiow Does Your 


Garden Grow?”, with a Victory Gar- 
den motif; and Miss Hutton is her 
usual energetic self with a scat rou- 
tine, while Miss Lamour ballads “It 
Could Happen to You.” The film's 
title is borrowed from a yesteryear 
pop-song hit, but the pic does not 
reprise that song. Abel. 


The Hitler Gang 
Hollywood, April 21. 


Paramount release of G. De Syiva preo- 
duction Features Robert: Wiatser 
Bohnen, Martin KRosleck. Vietor Vateoni, 
Luis Van Reoten, Alexnunder Pope. Ivan 
Triesault, Directed by John Farrew. Secreen- 
play, Francis Athert Hackett; 
camera, Ernest Laszlo: eliter, War- 
ren; music, David Battolph. Tradeshown 

April 44 Running time, 


in I. A 
MINS, 


Cuptiin Ernst Roman Diedanen 
Joseph Martin Keosteck 
Heinrich Luis Van Reooten 
Hermann Pope 
Pastor Ivan esuult 
Angela Raubal... Thing 
General Sehunzel 
Gen. Von Hindenburg... ...3ig Ruman 
Julius Streicher.... Granach 
Gremee Fritz Wertner 
Alfred Tonia Selwart 
Cardinal von baulhiber.... Rav Collins 
Gustav von Kahr........ Ludwick Donath 
Franz von Pupen.. Walt Winasfore 
(General von Epp...... Nuriney 
Col. von Arthur Loft 


“The Hitler Gang” is a melodrama 
exposition of the start and progress 
of the Nazi party and Hitler through 
formative years and up to start of 
present world war. As a documen- 
tary and re-creation of key events in 
Germany between the two wars, pic- 
ture holds certain inferest. but it’s 
not entertainment for current audi- 
ence requirements. Biz will be 
spotty, with best chance in key cen- 
ters where customers will delight in 
hissing the Nazis. 

Paramount produced the picture 
mainly as a contribution to the war 
effort, according to studio spokesmen 
during production, and had full co- 
operation of the Government in the 
endeavor. Factual line has been 
taken throughout rather than resort 
to accentuated theatrics. Finish is 
non-climactic, resorting to montages 
of marching soldiers and United 
Nations flag-waving to get to the end 
title. 

Hitler is picked up in a German 
military hospital in 1918 suffering 
from emotional shock, and tabbed a 
paranoiac case. Shortly after he’s 
used by the high command as a po- 
litical spellbinder to form the Na- 
tional Socialist Party and attract 
Roehm, Hess, Goebbels. Himmler, 
Goering and others. As the organ- 
ization progresses, Hitler lies and 
rants for continual double-crossing 
of those groups he enlisis for aid. 

The Munich beer hall meetings and 
eventual putsch is re-enacted. with 


Hitler getting light jail sentence 
where he compiles “Mein Kampf” 
from various other books’ and 


pamphlets. It's there that’ astrology 
influences his moves, and on release 
Hitler retires to the country to let 
the party proceed. Called back, new 
campaign for power is launched, 
with wild promises, appointment as 
Reichschancellor, and total power 
through decree. Then follows reign 
of terror against all opposition, 
drives against churches and religion; 
indoctrination of children; and the 
purge of 1934. 

Robert Watson handles role of Hit- 


ler in good style with other Nazi 
leaders effectively depicted by Ro- 


man Bohnen, Martin Kosleck, Victor 
Varconi, Luis Van Rooten, Alexander 


Pope and Tonio Selwart. Extended 
cast is in and out for the various 
sequences. Picture has plenty of au- 


thentic sets to carry otitlay to heavy 
negative costs. Technical contribu- 
tions are okay thorughout. Walt, 


Onee Upon a Time 


Columbia release of Alexander Hall pro- 
duction, directed ly Hall. Stars Cary 
Grant, Janet Blair: features James Gleason, 
Ted Donaldse William Demarest, Screen- 
play Lewis Mel 1 ined Saul; 
idapted by Irving KFineman, f original 
story by Norman Corwin and Lucille 
Fletcher Herr nt editor, Gene Havlick; 
music, Freder Hollar mus ‘ ‘ 
M W Stolotf; came ner 
Previewed in N, Y¥., Ap 24 Running 
time, MINS 
leanne Th ON J Blais 
The SR es son 
Pinky SROMPSON I> on 
Mc ke e Freeman 
Brant ak » W 1 ben est 
Galeri eves \rt 


One of the more novel scripts of 
the year, “Once Upon a Time” is 
certainly bizarre—and yet charming. 


It's unfathomable—and yet intrig- 
uing. It is certainly absurd—and yet 


boxoffice. 

“Once Upon a Time” will certainly 
excite a national wave of conflicting 
theories on its merits. It certainly 
must have required considerable 
courage for Columbia to have under- 
taken a production that manifests so 
few popular ingredients that make 
for big b.o. Because of its central 
character, such as it is. “Once Upon 
a time” is, actually, the story of—a 
caterpillar! A dancing caterpillar! 
One that dances only to “Yes Sir 
That's My Baby!” 


“Once Upon a Time” was origi- 
nally a radio play called “My. Friend 
Curly,” by Norman n (from 


| 


decidedly compact. 


idea by Lucille Fletcher Herrmann), 
It excited considerable comment jn 
radio circles when it was produced 
on CBS, but its film version, because 
of a more extensive production stay. 
ring Cary Grant and Janet Blair 
bids fair to create an even greater 
word-of-mouth. 

The film’s leading “character,” of 
course, is one that’s unbilled—that 
would be Curly, the caterpillar. 
Curly is the pal of nine-year-old 
Pinky, and it dances when Pinky 
plays “That’s My Baby” on his 
mouth-organ. When a flop Broacd- 
way producer learns of this phe- 
nomenon, he sees a chance to gain 
its possession and exploit it suf- 
ficiently so that le can salvage his 
theatre from the bankers. Gabric] 
Heatter hears about the dancing 
caterpillar and gives it nationwide 


| prominence in discussing it on his 
' radio program. Then follows a deluge 


of offers to exploit the insect—and 
there’s even a scene of Walt Disney, 
over long-distance phone from Holly- 
wood, offering $100.000 for it. 

The basic story’ may have difficulty 
in “reaching” an audience at first, 
but if one can accept the sheer 
fantasy for what it’s worth. it can 
very well be excellent entertainment. 
There’s considerable charm in the 
youngster’s attachment for the insect 
though the close link that existed in 
the original radio play between the 
theatrical agent and the boy (tin the 
film the agent is the theatrical pro- 


ducer) is somewhat lost. And that 
final reel—when the youngster has 
been overcome with grief over the 


loss of his caterpillar, only to learn 
that it wasn’t lost at all but had 


| Since become a butterfly—is an exer- 


cise in screen fantasy. 

Both Grant and Miss Blair may be 
starred in this film, but they must 
bow in performance to others not 
equally billed. Namely, Ted Donald- 
son, the youngster. who, in his first 
film appearance, is what publicity 
departments would call a find. James 


Gleason, William Demarest and 
Howard Freeman are among the 
major supporting plavers who do 


okay. 

That title really tells it. There's a 
foreword that suggests to the audi- 
ence, in effect, to pull up a chair and 
relax. It’s the kind of suggestion that 
had best be taken literally. Kahn. 


Gambler’s Choice 
Hollywood, April 21. 


Paramount release of Pine-Thomas 
duction. Features Chester Morris. Neney 
Kelly, Russell Hayden, 
Lee Patrick. Directed by Frank MeDonale. 
Sereenplay, Maxwell Shane Irving Reis; 
original, Howard Emmett Rovers, James 
Edward Grant; camera, Mred Jackman: edi 


tor, Heward Smith. Triadeshown in A 
April 20, °44. Running time. 66 MENS, 
Ross Hadley........... Chester Morris 
ch, Nunev Kelly 
Mike MeGlennon........... Haveen 
Chappie Wilson...........Sheldon Leonard 
lee Paririck 
Ulysses S, Ragers Corrigan 
Yellow Gloves Weldon........ Talbot 
Billy Nelson 
“Gambler’s Choice” follows the 


usual line of fast-action melodrama 
which characterizes the Pine-Themas 
product and shapes up as a strong 


program supporter for the regular 
runs, 
Colorful era of 1910 provides 


setting for adventures of Chester 
Morris in launching swank gambling 
room in the N. Y. tenderloin district, 
opposition from competitors and 
final closure by reform wave. 

Russell Hayden, childhood pal of 
Morris, is the police lieutenant of 
the district who raids the gambling 
layouts following death of a cop and 
is subsequently shipped to the wilds 
of the Bronx. Nancy Kelly is night- 
club singer who is romantically pur- 
sued by gambler and cop. Latter 
wins when Morris saves him from 
frameup by gambling interests and 
Morris conveniently dies from gun- 
fight to clear way for clinch of Miss 
Kelly and Hayden. 

Original story by Howard Emmett 
Rogers and James Edward Grant 
weaves an actionful tale while script 
by Maxwell Shane and Irving Reis 
Morris, Miss 
Kelly and Hayden provide good trip 
in top spots. Miss Kelly sings two 
old tunes, “Hold Me Just a Little 
Closer” and “Sidewalks of New 
York,” as entertainer in night club. 
Sheldon Leonard, Lee Patrick and 
Lloyd Corrigan provide interesting 


‘| Supporting characterizations. Walt. 


4 ‘obra Woma 


(TECHNICOLOR) 
Hollywood, April 21. 

Universal release of George Waxzgner 
duction, Stars Maria Montez Jor 
Sabu; features Edgar Burrier, Lon Chaney, 
Lois Collier, Mary Nash, Meront Olsen, 
Samuel 8, Hinds. Directed by Robert 
mak. Screenplay by Gene Lewis. Hichard 
Brooks, based on original by W. Seott Dar- 


ling; camera, George Robinson, W. How:rd 
(ireene; 


color, Natalie Kalmus; editor, 
Charles Maynard: dances. Paul Oseurd; 
music, Edward Ward; special effects, Jehn 
Fulton, Tradeshown in Hollywood, April 
2), "44. Running time, 70 MINS 
Tollea ) 
Naja Maria Montes 
Edgar Bs er 
Father Paul..............Samuel Hinds 
MacDonald Olsen 


“Cobra Woman” is a super-fantas- 
tic melodrama backgrcunded on & 
mythical island that might 
omewhere in the 
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WERE YOU THERE 
MONDAY NIGHT? 
rae The rafters rang! 
i ! We held Trade Screenings , 
In theatres so you could 
Hear for yourself 
The thunder of a. HIT 
: That soon will 
: Shake a nation! 
: Joy comes to America— 
: Fun for the millions 
Music, romance, talent galore, 
i Sig hts to see with slee! 
of “Two Girls and A Sailor” 
i Is one of M-G-M’s new “group 
The Springtime Five! 
"TWO GIRLS AND A SAILOR" 
with Van Johnson, June Allyson, Glo De Haven; 
- Jose Iturbi, Jimmy Durante, Gracie Allen, Lena 
~ \ Horne, Harry James and His Music Makers with 


Helen Forrest, Xavier Cugat and His Orchestra 
with Lina Romay, Tom Drake, Henry Stephenson, 
Ilenry O'Neill, Ben = Carlos Ramirez, Frank 


: Sully, Albert Coates nald Me eck, Amparo 

Novarro, \ irginia Br; ilde Twins Ori igt sinal 
Screen Play by Ric ha a Ce cai and Gladys 
Lehman «© An M-G-M Picture » Directed by 


Richard Thorpe ¢ Produced by Joe Pasternak 


| 
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Many Bway H.0.'s; 


Terrif 926, ‘Knickerbocker’ Tall 
$13,000, ‘Mabel’s Room’ Boffo 196 


With only three new shows com- 
ing in during the past week, hold- 
overs are in the majority in the 
downtown N. Y. area. Sum total of 
business is not so high, though the 
take being recorded by some opera- 
tions rates strongly. Rain on Sun- 
cay-Monday (23-24) hurt consider- 
ably. 

“Buffalo Bill,” newcomer at the 
Roxy, with Paul Whiteman, Victor 
Borge and Joan Edwards in person, 
hit $92.000 on the first week ended 
Jast night (Tues.), very good. Also 
finishing its initial seven days last 
night (Tues.), “Knickerbocker Holi- 
Gay” went to a fine $13,000 at little 
Victoria. “Up in Mabel’s Room,” 
only other arrival of the week and 
on which a lot of money was spent 
in advertising, is apparently answer- 
ing to the campaign put behind it. 
At the Gotham, where it opened 
Friday (21), the prospects are favor- 
able for a stout $15,000 or better, and 
holds. 

Holdovers are led by the inde- 
fatigable “Cover Girl” at the Music 
Hall. On its fourth week, picture 
should chalk up a terrific $112,000. It 
will go at least six weeks, possibly 
longer. Also strong on holdover is 
“Broadway Rhythm” at the Capitol, 
with Ginny Simms, Mitzi Mayfair, 
Arthur Blake and the Frankie Carle 
erch in person, current (2d) round 
looking $62,000 or bit better. Holds 
further. 

“Heavenly Body,” on second-run 
at the State, where Jerry Wayne and 
the team of Nan Rae and Mrs. 
Waterfall are on the stage, is dis- 
appointing at only about $22,000. 

There were two openings yester- 
Gay ‘Tues.) ahead of usual schedule, 
being “Follow the Boys” at the 
Criterion and “Seven Days Ashore” 
at the Palace. Next Tuesday eve- 
ning (2) Warner Bros. will preem 
“Adventures of Mark Twain” at the 
Hollywood. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 60-$1.20)— 
“Hargrove” (M-G) (6th wk). Dropped 
to $26,000 but good on fifth week 
ended Sunday night (23), as against 
smash $34,000 recorded previous 
stanza on arrival of Easter. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 60-$1.20) 

“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G), 
Ginny Simms, Mitzi Mayfair, Arthur 
Blake and Frankie Carle orch (2d 
wk). Holding up strongly, on first 
holdover session looking $62,000 and 
goes another; initial seven days built 
to an excellent $76,000. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
—Follow the Boys” (U) moved in 
yesterday morning (Tues.), final 
three days on third week for “Lost 


Angel” (M-G) being only $7,500, 
mild, while second full frame was 


short of $18,000 but good enough, 

Globe (Brandt) (1,416; 60-$1.10)— 
“Address Unknown” (Col) (2d wk). 
While not off to such a stout start at 
$15.000, is maintaining a‘steady gait 
at around $13,000 and holds over. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 50-98)— 
“Up in Mabel’s Room” (UA). Backed 
by a good ad campaign, looks fine 
$15.000 on first week, holding. Final 
six days on fourth round for “Women 
in Bondage’ (Mono) $7,000, 
okay. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Passage Marseille’ (WB) (11th- 
final wk). Down to $13,000, rather 
light, on 10th stanza ended:last night 
(Tues.) and remains one more; ninth 
week was $17,800, satisfactory. 


‘Bill-Whiteman 


night (Tues.) hit $92,000, strong; 
same was recorded for second week 
of “Four Jills in Jeep” (20th), a 
surprise gross-getter, and Harry 
Richman, DeMarcos and Dave 
Apollon. 

State (3,450; 43-85)— 

“Heavenly Body” (M-G) (2d run) 
and, on stage, Jerry Wayne and Nan 
Rae and Mrs. Waterfall. Biz on light 
side here currently, appearing only 
about $22,000. Last week, second for 
“None Shall Escape” (Col) (1st run), 
Allan Jones, Canada Lee and Happy 
Felton, short of $23,000, light. 
Strand (WB) (2.756; 60-$1.20)— 
“Uncertain Glory’ (WB) and Ted 
Lewis orch (3d wk). Continuing at 
good gait, looking $36,000 or over, 
while last week (2d) was $42,000, 
nice. Holds over. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720; 60-$1.10) 
—"“Knickerbocker Holiday’ (UA) 
(2d wk). Ended first round last 
night (Tues.) at very good $13,000. 
The concluding (5th) week for 
“Voice in Wind” (UA), moderate 


FANCY 


Washington, April 25. 
“Up in Arms,” at Keith's, looks 
standout of newcomers this week. 
Crix lauded Danny Kaye, comedy 
star of film. “No Time for Love” 
plus vaude is excellent at the Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) 3,434; 34-72)— 
“Four Jills Jeep” (20th) with vaude 
headed by Patricia Bowman. Good 
$22,000. Last week, “Sullivans” 
(20th) plus vaude, fine $22,500, way 
over forecast. 

Columbia (Loew) (1.234; 34-72)— 
“Heavenly Body” (M-G). Trim $8.- 
000. Last week, “Tunisian Victory” 
(M-G), $6,000. 

Earle (WB) (2.240: 70-90)—‘“No 
Time Love” (Par) with vaude. Ex- 
cellent $23,500. Last week, ‘Harvest 
Moon” (WB) (2d wk), sock $20.800. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.800; 44-70)—"Up 
in Arms” (RKO). Crix went over- 
board for this; boffo $18,000: holds. 
Last week, “Ali Baba” (U) (2d wk), 
fancy at $11,000, over hopes. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 44-66) 
—‘‘Jam Session” (Col). Average $6.,- 
000. Last week, “Cover Girl” (Col). 
Great $8,200 on moveover. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 34-72)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). 
Looks grand $18,000 after smash $23,- 
500-on initialer. 


‘Cover Girl’ $19,500, 


Denver’s New Topper 


Denver, April 25. 
Biz is tending to taper off this 
stanza. Best bets are “Cover Girl,” 
day-date at Denver and Esquire, and 
“Up in Arms” at Orpheum. “Lady 
{in Dark” still is bright on third week 


alan 


$9.000, and holds. Last week, big 


$14.500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 46-74) — 

“Cover Girl’ (Col), day-aate with 
Esquire. Grand $16,000. Last week, 
Buffalo Bill” (20th), record-breaker 
at $23.500. 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 64-74)—“Cover 
Girl’ (Col), same as Denver. Fine 
$3,500. Last week, “Buffalo Bill” 
(20th), record-breaking $8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 46-74)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Falcon 
Out West” (RKO). Robust $15,000. 
Last week, “Song Russia” (M-G) and 
“Ghost Walks Alone” (Col), good 
$12,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 46-74)— 
“Woman of Town” (UA) and “Is 


Everybody Happy” (Col). Nice $9,- 
500. Last week, “Phantom Lady” 
‘U) and “Million-Dollar Kid” 


(Mono), $9,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 46-74)—‘“Sulli- 


vans” (20th) and “Whistler” (Col), 
from Denver, Esquire, Aladdin. 
Trim $3.500. Last week, “In Our 


Time” (WB) and “Two-Man Subma- 
rine” (Col), m.o., $3,000. 


FAT 326, 


Chicago, April 25. 

It’s a week of holdovers with only 
three new pictures. “Snow White” 
looks big $32,000 at the Palace. Ori- 
ental, with “Lady, Let’s Dance” and 
stage show, may do as well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200: 80-$1.20)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (7th wk in 
Loop). Smart $15,000. Last week, 
hot $17,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-95)— 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d 
wk) and stage show. Dandy $43,000. 
Last week, robust $50,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 55-95)—“Cry 
Havoc” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay $10,- 
000. Last week, big $14,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,150; 55-95)—‘“Ali 
Baba” (U) and “Hi, Good Lookin’ ” 
(U) (3d wk in Loop). Bright $9,000. 
Last week, “Tender Comrade” 
(RKO) and “Hat Check Honey” (U) 
(4th wk Loop), neat $8,000. : 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 44-95) 
—‘Lady, Let’s Dance” (Mono) and 
vaude. Strong $32,000. Last week, 
“Trocadero” (Rep) and “Gay Night- 
ies Revue,” brilliant $28,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 
“Snow White” (RKO) 


55-95 )— 
(reissue) and 


“Falcon Out West” (RKO). Great 
$32.000. Last week, “Ali Baba” (U) | 
and “Hi, Good Lookin’” (U) (2d 
wk), rousing $21,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 55-95)— | 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (3d wk). 
Firm $18,000. Last week, sparkling 
$22,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 55-95)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (3d wk). Trim 
$29.000. Last week, hefty $34,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55-95) 


—"Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Solid $17,000. Last week, fine 
$22.000. 


Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 55-95)— 
“Voodoo Man” (Mono) and “Ghost 
Walks Alone” (Col). Smash $14,000. 
Last week, very good $11,700. 


BALTO BOFFO AGAIN; 


‘HARGROVE’ BIG 226 


Baltimore, April 25. 
Trade js looking up here again this 
week with “See Here Private Har-| 


at Denham. 
Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.10)— 
“Seven Days Ashore” (RKO) opened 


here yesterday (Tues.) after five 
days on second week of “Yellow 
Canary” (RKO) at weak $12,000; 


mitial seven days was $16,000, very 
disappointing. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 50-$1.10) 
—‘‘Lady Dark” (Par), Xavier Cugat 
orch and Dean Murphy (10th-final 
wk). Into the stretch today (Wed.) 
after passing the last furlong pole 
(9th) at $52,000, very good; previous 
week (8th) was $66,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 60-$1.10) — “Cover 
Girl’ (Col) and stageshow (4th wk). 
A model of b.o. consistency, current 
(4th) semester pointing to $112,000, 
unusually big, while last week (3d) 
sensational $123,000, a figure 
exceeded on a third week only by 
“Random Harvest” (M-G) with aid 
of New Year’s. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 40-85 )—“Lady 
and Monster” (Rep) (3d-final wk). 
At $7,000 off quite a bit but oke. 
Last week, sturdy $9,200. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 85-$1.70)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (14th wk). 
Wound up 13th week last night 
(Tues.) at $32,000, somewhat of a de- 
cline from 12th round’s $45,000 but 
still nice profit, and sticks for a 
while. “Story of Dr. Wassell” (Par) 
is set to come in later on. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 60-$1.20)—“Buf- 
falo Bill” (20th), Paul Whiteman 
erch Victor Borge and Joan Edwards 
(2d wk). Western spectacles are a 
rarity in large Broadway houses but 
this one, with the aid of Whiteman 
and otheis in person, is dcing very 
well; initial seven days through last 


Was a 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 46-74) — 
“Buffalo Bill’ (20th), after a week 
at each Denver, Esquire. Fancy $7,- 
000. Last week, “Sullivans” (20th) | 
and “Whistler” (Col), moveover, 
| nice $6,000, 
| Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 46-74)-— 
'“Song Russia” (M-G) and “Ghost 
| Walks Alone” (Col), after week at 
|Orpheum. Big $5,000. Last week, | 


“Lost Angel” (M-G) and “Rationing” 
(M-G), after week at Orpheum, 
$5,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-70)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (3d wk) 


Nice ! 


| grove’ mopping up at Loew’s Cen-| 
tury and “Passage to Marseille” is| 

| reaching top figures at the oversized | 

Stanley. 

| Estimates for This Week 


Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60) — “Private Hargrove” (M-G). 
| Big at $22,000, greatest here in| 


| moons. Last week, “Heavenly Body” 
| (M-G), fair $15,200. 


| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-74)—""Up In Arms” (RKO) (2d 
| wk) plus h.o. of vaude. Brisk $17,- 


000 after solid preem of $20,800. 

{ Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—“Chip Off Old Block” (UV). 
Drawing nice action at $13,000. Last 


“Cover Girl’ Rousing $25,000, to Lead. 
Cleve.: ‘Our Time’-Brown OK $22,000 


$3.000 on m.0. Last 


Cleveland, April 25. 


“Cover Girl” is blanketing the 
town, pulling particularly hefty 
gough into Hipp. Palace’s “In Our 

ime,’ with Les Brown band on 
the vaude end, is only okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3.000: 44-65 )—*Pas- 
sage Marseille’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Rousing $9,500 on moveover. Last 
week, “Desert Song’ (WB) (2d wk.), 
fine $7,700. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700: 44-65) — 
“Cover Girl’ (Col). Girly tune- 
show given many breaks and capi- 
talizing on them for great $25,000 
or over. Last week, “Passage Mar- 
seille’ (WB), booming $24,500. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 44-65)— 


“Desert Song” (WB) (3d wk.). Fancy 


| Heart” (20th), $2,200. 

Ohio ‘Loew’s) (1,200; 44-65) — 
“Lady Let’s Dance” (Mono). Sad 
2.500 likely. Last week, “Swing 
Fever” (M-G), $5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 50-95)—‘In 


week, “Purple 


Our Time” (WB) with Les Brown 
orch and Gene Sheldon on stage. 
Vaude not helpful. Looks okay at 
$22,000. Last week, “Action Arabia” 
(RKO) plus Martha Raye on stage, 
snappy $26,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 44-65) 
“Heavenly Body” (M-G). Satisfac- 
tory $12,500. Last week, “Lady In 
Dark” (Par) (2d wk.), lusty $16,500. 

Stillmen (Loew's) (2,700; 44-65)— | 
“Lady In Dark” (Par) (3d wk.). On 
way to smash $7,500 on moveover. 
Last week. “Knickerbocker Hgliday” 
(UA), $6,000. ] 


|85)—"“Cover Girl” 


|} week, oke $6,000. 
| $8.700 


‘Buffalo’ Easily Tops Hub at Smash 


$35,000; Luis 306, Spots 


week, “Imposter” (U), all right $12,- 
900 


Maryland (Hicks) (1,240; 25-55)— 
“Kings of Ring” (Indie). Finished 
up 10 days Sunday (23) to $5,700, 
and house closed with no future 
plans. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 25-55)— 
“Lady in Death House” (PRC). So- 
so $4,000. Last week, second of 
“Phantom Lady” (U), good $4,200 
after big $5,800 initialer for this 
sleeper. 

New (Mechanic) (1,680; 20-60)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th). Average $7,- 
500. Last week, second “Four Jills 
Jeep” (20th), fairish $6.200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 25-65)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB). Real 
wallop at $21,000 or possibly better. 
Last week, ‘Harvest Moon” (WB) 
(2d wk), okay $14,600. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,480; 20- 
60) “Heavenly Body” (M-G) 
(moveover). Getting some biz at 
$4,500 after week in downstairs Cen- 
tury. Last week, same handling of 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G), better 
than average $5,200. 


LOUD 
FRISCO 


San Francisco, April 25. 
Spring weather and taxes are tend- 
ing to slow biz this week. “Standing 
Room Only” looks like top grosser at 
the big Fox but not exciting. Others 
in about same groove. 


Estimates for This Week 


_ Fox (FWC) (5,000; 55-85 )—*Stand- 
ing Room Only” (Par) and “Can’t 
Ration Love” (Par). Strong at $30,- 
000. Last week, “Harvest Moon” 
(WB) and “Navy Way” (Par), about 
same. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,470; 55-85)— 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) and 
“Tunisian Victory” (M-G). Sturdy 
$24,000. Last week, “In Our Time” 
(WB), $24,500. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1.475; 55-85)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) and “Navy 
Way” (Par). In continued first-run., 


| looks nice $17,000. Last week, “Heav- 


enly Body” (M-G) and “Swing 
Fever” (M-G), topping $16,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,650: 55-85)— 
“Lady and Monster” (Rep) with 
stage show headed by Blackstone. 
Fancy $26,500. Last week, “Cowboy 
Canteen” (Col) with “Pin Up Girls” 
unit on stage, excellent $25,000. 

State (FWC) (2,010; 55-85)—“In 
Our Time” (WB). Reaching for 
bright $14,500. Last week, “Lost An- 
gel” (M-G) and “Rationing” (M-G) 
(3d wk), passable $12,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 55-95) 
—“Yellow Canary” (RKO) with 
Freddie Slack orch, Imogene Lynn, 
Gloria Gilbert, others, on stage. Trim 
$25,000. Last week, “Falcon Out 
West” (RKO) with stage show head- 
ed by Inkspots. Went to six-per-day 
on weekend. Smash $45,000, consid- 
erably over hopes. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.400; 60- 
(Col) (3d wk). 
Looks big $14,000. Last week, grand 


| $16,700. 


United Artists 
100: 60-85)—“It 
row” (UA). 


(Blumenfeld) (1,- 
Happened Tomor-’ 
On five days of fourth 
Last week, fancy 
for third sesh in this small 
house. 


‘HEAVENLY’ HEADING 
NEW K. C. PIX, $16,000 


Kansas City, April 25. 
Town is largely holdover this 
week and totals are off. “Lady in 
Dark” goes into third stanza at New- 


man after breaking house. records. 
“Buffalo Bill” moves into its second 
frame day-and-date at the Esquire, 


: Boston, April 25. 

“Buffalo Bill” is way up on top 
this week at Metropolitan to lead 
three new bills. Others are proving 
fairly potent hypoed by school vaca- 
tion and local holiday opening days. 
Neither “San Luis Rey” (State and 
Orpheum) nor “In Our Time” (Par- 
amount and Fenway) are too secure 
but okay. Reissue of “Snow White.” 
day-date at Majestic and Norman- 
die, however, is terrific at $36,000 
for both houses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Gung Ho” (U) (2d wk) plus Henry 
Busse orch, DeVal, Merle, Lee others 
on stage. Film holdover usually tops 
biz, but strong stage layout and 
schoo} vacation helping to a sturdy 
$24,000. Film a big help. Last week, 
Bill Robinson, others on stage, plus 
same picture, $31,000 for eight days, 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-74)—"In 
Our Time” (WB) and “Tornado” 
(Par). Off to a big start Wednesday 
(holiday) with $7,900 indicated in 
eight days. Last week, “Sullivans” 
(20th) and “Timber Queen” (Par), 
$6,000, sock for 6 days of h.o. 


Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 40-85)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Passport 
Destiny” (RKO) (3d wk). Potent 
$22,000. Last week, big $24,800. 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-74) 
—“Buffalo Bill” (20th) and “Can't 
Ration Love” (Par). 
holiday opener; close to $35,000 for 
eight-day session. Last week, “Stand- 
ing Room Only” (Par) and “Navy 
Way” (Par), nice $21,000, six. days 
second week. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 35-74)— 
“San Luis Rey” (UA) and “Swing 
Fever” (M-G). Moderate to good 
$20,000. Last week, “Lost Angel” 
a and “Hey Rookie” (Col), $23,- 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-74)— 
“In Our Time” (WB) and “Tornado” 
(Par). Big opening days boosting to 
nice $14,000 for eight days. Last 
week, “Sullivans” (20th) and “Tim- 
ber Queen” (Par), six days. big 
$13,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 35-74)-—‘San 
Luis Rey” (UA) and “Swing Fever” 
(M-G). Bright opener makes for 
good $10,000. Last week, “Lost Ane 
gel” (M-G) and “Hey Rookie” (Col), 
same. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
“Lady Monster” (Rep) and “Chinese 
Cat” (Mono) (2d wk). Fancy $7,000 
after grand $8,000 on first. 


Indpls. in Decline But 
‘S.R.0.’ Lusty At 1436; 
‘Rationing’ Sturdy 126 


Indianapolis, April 25. 

Biz is staying in the dumps this 
week, only “Standing Room Only” 
running away from field, being pros- 
perous at Indiana. “Rationing” is 
fairly good at Loew’s. Slump is felt 
all over town. , 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 32-55)— 
“Ladies Courageous” (U) and “Troc- 
adero” (Rep). Slim $9,000, Last week, 
“Chip Old Block” (U), oke $10,700. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 32-55) 
— “Standing Room Only” (Par). 
Socko $14,500. Last week, “Passage 
Marseilles’ (WB), fine $13,600. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 35-55) — 
“Alibi” (Rep) and WLW Boone Co. 
Jamboree on stage. Fat $5,800 in 
four days. Last week, “Chance Life- 
time” (Col) and vaude, nifty $5,500 
same time. 

Loew’s 
“Rationing” 
Town” (UA). 
week, “Song 


(Loew's) (2,450: 32-55)— 
(M-G) and “Woman of 
Sturdy $12,000. Last 
Russia” (M-G), stout 


| $12,500, above hopes. 


Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 32-55)— 


“Passage Marseilles’ (WB). Fair 
$5.000 on moveover. Last week, 
|“Tender Comrade” (RKO), dandy 


Uptown and Fairway after big open- | 


ing week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire, Uptewn and Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820. 2,043 and 700: 
45-65)—"‘Buffalo Bill’ (20th) (2d 


wk). Okay $10,000 after great $16,000 
initial round. 


Midland (Loew's) (3,500: 40-60)— 
“Heavenly Body” (M-G). Sturdy 
$16,000. Last week, “Private Har- 


grove” (M-G), great $17,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 45- 
65)—“Lady in Dark” (Par) (3d wk). 
Steady $12,000. Last week, fine 
$14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 46-65)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) (3d wk) and 
“Murder Waterfront’ (WB). Nice 
$7,000. Last week, with “Falcon Out 
West” (2d wk), trim $11,000. 

Tower ‘(Fox-Joffee) (2,100: 41-60) 
—‘Weird Woman” (U) and “Chan 
Secret Service” (Mono) with vaude. 
Healthy $10,000. Last week, “Where 
Are Children?” (Mono) and “Week- 
end Pass” (U), with stage show, hot 
$11,300. 


$6,000 on m.o. 


$11,500, Omaha Topper 


Omaha, April 25. 

“The Uninvited,” at Orpheum, and 
“A Guy Named Joe,” at Paramount, 
look leaders this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
60)—“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). 
Strong $11,500. Last week, “Lady in 
Dark” (Par) (2d wk), robust $8. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-60 
“Lost Angel” (M-G). Nice $8,500. L 
week, “Corvette K-225” (U), healt 
$8,200. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
—‘The Uninvited” (Par). Good $1 
500, stout for straight pix here. L 
week, “Cry Havoc” (M-G) and “!:- 
oneer Follies” on stage, fair $14,°.0 
on 22-70 scale. ~ 

Brandeis (Singer) (1,500; 16-60 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Passp 
Destiny” (RKO) (2d wk). Okay § 
000. First week, big $8,200. 


Wow here on- 
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Screen play by Lewis Meltzer and Oscar Saul + Directed by ALEXANDER HALL 


with 


JANET BLAIR 


A COLUMBIA PICTURE 
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16 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


L. A. Not So Forte As New Pix Falter; 
World-Tarzan’ Sad 45446, 4 Spots, 
‘Ladies - Primitive Better at 356 in 3 


Los Angeles, April 25. + 


Plenty of holdovers plus the fact 
that new entries are not pulling so 
well are bogging down the overall 
total slightly this week. “Around 
World” paired with “Tarzan’s Desert 
Mystery” is doing only meagre $45,- 
500 in four top theatres while 
“Ladies Courageous” coupled with 
“Her Primitive Man” is compara- 
tively stronger with $35,000 in three 
spots. 

Second stanza of “Cover Girl” is 
helping overall picture by racking 
up great $43.000 day-dating at Pan- 
tages and Hillstreet. Third week of 
“Harvest Moon” looks nice $31,000 
in three houses while “Uninvited” 
heads for okay $28,500 in two Para- 
mount locations. Moveover of “Buf- 
falo Bill” js roaring along at big 
$23,000 in three spots after great 
$65,000 in four theatres initial week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (1,516;45- 
90) — “Around World” (RKO) and 
“Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO). 
Okay $5,500. Last week, “Buffalo 
Bill” (20th), bangup $8,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 
45-90)—"Around World” (RKO) and} 
“Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO). 
Mildish $10,000. Last week, “Buffalo 
Bill” (20th), smooth $15,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) ‘(3d wk). Nice 
$14,500 after strong $20,000 last ses- 
sion. 

Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535; 50-$1)— 
“Ladies Courageous” (U) and 
“Primitive Man” (U). Profitable $8,- 
000. Last week, “None Escape” (Col) 
and “Whistler” (Col), about same. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-85)— 
“Bufialo Bill” (20th). Moveover. 
Sweet $5,000. Last week, “Private 


Hargrove” (M-G) and “Swing 
Fever” (M-G) (2d wk), big $5,000. 
Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 50-$1)— 


“Lady Monster” (Rep) and “Troca- 
dero” (Rep) (4th wk). Okay $3,000. 
Last week, nice $4,000 for third 
week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (3d wk). Oke 
$9.000 after robust $14,000 last stanza. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,200; 
50-$1)—‘“Ladies Courageous” (U) and 
“Primitive Man” (U). Trim $19,500 
or near. Last week, “None Escape” 
(Col) and “Whistler” (Col), big 
$24,500. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 55-90)— 
“Women Bondage’ (Mono) and 
“Yours for Fun” unit on stage. Okay 
$19,500. Last week, “What a Man” 
(Mono) with Freddie Slack orch, 
others, on stage, solid $23,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 59-$1)— 
“Cover Girl’ (Col) (2d wk) and 
“Two-Man Submarine” (Col). Great 
$22,000. Last week, “Girl’ solo, 
stout $26,000. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 50-$1)— 
“Uninvited” (Par) (2d wk) and 
“Aldrich Boy Scout” (Par). Slow 
$17,000 after last week’s average 

22.000 with first playing solo. 

Par Hollywood (F&M) (1,451; 50- 
$1)—"“Uninvited” (Par) (2d wk) and 
“Aldrich” (Par). Strong $11,500. 
Last week, “Uninvited” solo, modest 
$13,500. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890; 50- 
$1)—‘“Cover Girl’ (Col) (2d wk) and 
“Two-Man Submarine” (Col). Big 
$21,000 after last week’s grand $25,- 
000 on “Girl” alone. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1,372: 50-$1) — 
“Ladies Courageous” (U) and “Prim- 
itive Man” (U). Good $7,500. Last 
week, “None Escape” (Col) and 
“Whistler” (Col), average $7,000. 

State (Loew’s-WC) (2,204; 50-$1)— 
“Around World” (RKO) and “Tar- 
zan’s Mystery” (RKO). Okay $24,- 
000. Last week, “Buffalo Bill” (20th), 
terrif $31,000. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 50- 
$1)—“Buffalo Bill” (20th). Move- 
over looks very husky at $11,000. 
Last week, “Broadway Rhythm” 
(M-G) and “Rosie Riveter” (Rep), 
fair $7,000. 

Uptewn (F-WC) (1,715; 50-$1)— 
“Round World” (RKO) and “Tarzan’s 
Mystery” (RKO). Weak $6,000. Last 
week, “Buffalo Bill” (20th), great 
$10,500. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 50-$1) — 
“Buffalo Bill” (20th). Nice $7,000 on 


moveover. Last week, “Broadway | 


Rhythm” (M-G) and “Rosie Riveter” 
(Rep), $6,500. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,500; 50-$1) — 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) wk). 
Trim $7,500 after last week’s stout 
$12,000. 


WB’s Record Roster 


Hollywood, April 25. 

Contract list at Warners is the 
highest in the history of the studio, 
with 25 stars and 52 featured players 
tied up, in addition to 33 writers, 17 
directors, 14 producers and four com- 
posers. 

Meanwhile, 30 former contractees, 
ranging from execs to writers, are in 
the armed forces, 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$527,000 
(Based on 15 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year.............$556,8@@ 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Cincy Sags But 
‘Angel Tall 76 


Cincinnati, April 25. 
With three holdovers and new fare 
not doing so well, overall score is 
off-key. Of the firstruns, “Lost An- 
gel” at Keith’s is the only winner. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-95)—‘“Ra- 
tioning” (M-G) and Tommy Tucker 
orch plus Marion Hutton, Hal LeRoy 
and Cy Reeves on stage. Fair $22.- 
500. Last week, “Swingtime Johnny” 
(U) and George White’s “Scandals,” 
$17,500, season’s low. 
Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 44-70)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (3d wk). 
Sturdy $7,000 after big $11,000 sec- 


ond week, 

Family (RKO) (1.000: 30-40)— 
“Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par) and 
“Empty Holsters” (WB) split with 
“Monster Maker” (PRC) and ‘“Fron- 
tier Law” (U). Normal $2,600. Ditto 
last week on “Best Gal” (Rep) and 
“Frontier Outlaws” (PRC) divided 
with “Casanova Burlesque” (Rep) 
and “Law Men” (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 44-76)—‘ Mir- 
acle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (3d wk). 
Fine $8,000 on heels of excellent 
‘$11,000 second stanza. 

Keith’s (United) (1.500: 44-70)— 
“Lost Angel” (M-G). Lofty $7,000. 
Last week, “Knickerbocker Holiday” 
(UA), moderate $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 44-70)—‘Im- 
postor” (U). Mild $5,500. Last week, 
“Purple Heart” (20th) (2d wk), so-so 
$4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 44-70)—‘La- 
dies Courageous” (U). Disappoint- 
ing $9,500. Pic supported by WLW 
plugs on tie-in for citations to cour- 
ageous women in various communi- 
ties. Last week, “Cover Girl’ (Col), 
terrific $18,500 for burg’s best film 
figure in some time. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 44-70)— 
“Cover Girl’ (Col). Moveover. Hotsy 
$7,500. Last week, “Passage Mar- 
seille’ (WB) (3d wk), n.s.h. $3,800. 


‘Bridge’-Powell Plus 
Robinson Fast $23,000, 
Pitt; ‘Harvest’ $16,000 


Pittsburgh, Aprii 25. 

Town's loaded down with hold- 
overs again so new films are getting 
a break. Combo of Bill Robinson- 
Teddy Powell band and “Bridge San 
Luis Rey” at Stanley is giving that 
house another sock week while 
“Shine on Harvest Moon” is being 
helped to fine session at Penn. “Song 
or Bernadette” continues to dis- 
appoint in Harris run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 30-65)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) (3d wk). Excel- 
lent $6,500, plenty good at this stage 
of run. Last week, neat $9,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 80-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (3d wk). Not 
coming up to expectations. House 
has a $12,000 stop clause and gross 
will probably drop under that this 
week. May then move to Senator. 
Last week, slipped to $16.500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 40-65)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB). Crix didn't 
think so much of this but will do 
inice $16,000. Last week, “Lady in 
Dark” (Par) (2d wk), big $16,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 40-65)—‘Miracle 
Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (4th wk) and 
“Tunisian Victory’ (M-G). Latter 
added to bill at last minute. “Miracle” 
has been boffo all through run and 
still holding up at $4,000. Last week. 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) (3d 
wk), $2,600. 

Senator (Harris) (1,850: 40-65)— 
“Sing Jingle” (U) apd “Moon Los 
Vegas” (U). Okay $3,200. Last week, 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col), about 
same. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 44-85)—“San 
Luis Rey” (UA) and Teddy Powell 
orch, Bill Robinson on stage. Stout 
$23.000. Last week, Charlie Spivak 
and “Higher and Higher” (RKO), 


nice $23,500. 

Warner (WB) = (2,000; 40-65)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (3d wk). 
House had no time at all to plug this 
one since it moved from Penn at last 
minute. Going to fine $7,000 despite 
this. Last week, “Morgan’s Creek” 
(Par) (3d wk), great $8,000. 


Desert’ Hot 156, Mont] 


Montreal, April 25. 
Loew's is leader this week with 
smash session on “Desert Song.” Sec- 
ond stanza of “Jane Eyre,” at Pal- 
ace, also is big. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—‘“Jane 
Eyre” (20th) (2d wk). Big $10,000 
after smash $13,000 opener. 

Capitol «(CT) (2,700; 30-62)— 
“Cross Lorraine” (M-G) and “Moon- 
light Vermont” (U). Fine $9,500. 
Last week, “In Our Time” (WB) and 
“Hi, Good Lookin’ ” (U), great 


$10,000. 


Loew's (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—“Des- 
ert Song’ (WB). Pacing terrif, $15,- 
000. Last week, repeat “Lady in 
Dark” (Par), excellent $11,000. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-52)—‘“Re- 
turn Vampire” (Col) and “Ghost 
Walks Alone” (Col). Fancy $7,000. 
Last week, “Woman of Town” (UA) 
and “Coastal Command” (RKO), 
$6.500. 

Strand (United Amusements) (715; 
35-45 )—"“‘Isle Forgotten Sin” (PRC) 
and “Trail Terror” (PRC). Average 
$2.800. Last week, “Where Are Chil- 
dren” (Mono) and “Hot Rhythm” 
(Mono), $3,200. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,100; 30-60)—“Le 

Ciel et Toi’ (3d wk). Still clicking 
t ace after smash $5,000 second 
sesh. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2.500; 30- 
40)—"‘Le Chanson de and 
“Pasteur,” average $4,000. Last 
week, “Mayerling” and “Les Cro- 
quignonne,” $3,800. 


Seattle Pace Slower 
? 
But ‘Guy Joe’ Strong 
‘Rationing’ 1336 
166; ‘Rationing’ 133 
Seattle, April 25. 
Biz is far from strong currently, 
and exhibs are trying to figure if 
its the weather, pictures, taxes or 
upped scales. “Guy Named Joe” 
alone is standout, though “Buffalo 
Bill” is the sole holdover. “The Im- 
postor” looks second best of new 
fare. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (4th wk). 
From Fifth Ave. Big $5,500. Last 
week, 5th of “Morgan’s Creek” (Par) 
and 2d “Action Arabia” (RKO), $4,- 
700. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—‘“Rationing’ (M-G) and “Lost An- 
gel” (M-G). Good $13,500. Last 
week, “Lady Dark” (Par) (2d wk), 
grand $12,300. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Hey Rookie” (Col) and “9 Girls” 
(Col). Good $9,000 but doesn’t hold. 
Last week, “Happened Tomorrow” 
(UA), eight days, $9,000, big. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Standing Room” (Par) (4th wk). 
Stout $6,000. Last week, socko $8,000. 

Music Bex (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Buffalo Bill” (20th). (2d wk). Nice 
$7,000. Last week, great $9,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Impostor” (U) and “Phantom Lady” 
(U). Dandy $12,500. Last week, 
‘Passage Marseille” (WB) (2d wk), 
swell $10,400. 

Palemar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-$1)— 
“Moon Las Vegas” (U) and “Lady 
Death House” (PRC) plus vaude. 
Big $11,000. Last week, “Career Girl” 
(PRC) and “Weird Woman” (U) plus 


eve 1 
Stage, $10,800. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— 
“Guy Named Joe’ (M-G). Strong 
at $16,000. Last week, “Buffalo Bill’ 
(20th), good $12,200, but below ex- 
pectancy. 

Reosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) (3d wk). 
From Orpheum, trim $5,500. Last 
week (34-59), “Around World” 


| (RKO) and “Iron Major” (RKO) (2d 


run), oke $4,300. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 25- 
50)—“Government Girl’ (RKO) and 
“True Life” (Par) (3d run). Fine 
$5,000. Last week, “Riding High” 
(Par) and “Hostages” (Par), $5,100. 


‘Moon’ Brilliant 196, 
Buff.; ‘Sullivans’ 176 


Buffalo, April 25. 

Business continues at near capacity 
excepting in some holdover spots. 
“Harvest Moon” is setting the pace 
with rousing week at ‘the Great 
Lakes. “Sullivans” also is nice at 
Buffalo, larger house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) and “Can’t Ration 
Love” (Par). Sturdy $17,000. Last 
week, “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (2d 
wk), wham $16.900. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 40-70) 
—‘‘Harvest Moon” (WB). Rousing 
$19,000. Last week, “Lady in Dark” 
(Par) (2d wk), strong $13,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Heav- 
enly Body” (M-G). Trim $11,000. 
Last week, “Tampico” (20th) and 
“Hot Rhythm” (Mono), stout $12,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Cover Girl’ (Col) (3d wk) and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col). Bright $10,- 
000. Last week, with “Calling Dr. 
Death” (U), grand $16,000. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 46-70)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) (2d wk). Strong 


$13,000. Last week, terrif $18,000. 


‘Ali Baba’ Hefty $40,000, Leads 
Moon Big 246, 2d, Bernadette’ 186, 3 


(Based on 23 cities, 182 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 

Total Gress Same Week 


(Based on 26 cities, 191 theatres) 
Tall 
266 Phill 
Vhiladelphia, April 25. 
Despite a siege of dripping skies, 
big films are still doing nicely. 
Choicest business is being done by 
Earle with Coast Guard’s touring 
musical, “Tars and Spars” and “Jam 
Session” on screen. Also riding the 
gravy train are “The Sullivans” and 


“Cover Girl,” latter still cleaning up 
in third week at Boyd. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1.303; 40-85) — “Un- 
invited” (Par) (2d wk). Still potent 
at $15,000. Bright $17,500 on initialer, 

Arcadia ‘Sablosky) (600; 40-85)— 
“Passage Marseille” (WB) (2d run). 
Fine $6,500. Last week, “Bell Tolls” 
(Par), good $10,000 at hiked prices. 

Beyd (WB) (2.500; 40-85)—‘“Cover 
Girl” (Col) (3d wk). Bangup $20,000 
on heels of punchy $22,500 for ses- 
sion No. 2. Hefty gross garnered this 
week despite closing of house Friday 
night (21) for special preview of 
“Adventures of Mark Twain” (WB). 

Earle (WB) (2.760; 50-95)—‘Jam 
Session” (Col) and “Tars and Spars” 
revue on stage. Torrid $33,000. Last 
week, “Knickerbocker Holiday” (UA) 
with Les Brown band and Carol 
Bruce, not so forte $18,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 40-85)—“Sulli- 
vans” (20th). Liked by crix, solid 
$22,500 in addition to okay $3,500 for 
one-day stand at Earle. Last week, 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (4th 
wk), trim $18,900. ; 

Karkon (Goldman) (1,000; 75-1.20) 


—“Bernadette” (20th) (2d run). Still 
chipper despite long run at Aldine, 
husky $13,500. Last week, “Guy 
Joe”’tM-G) (2d run) (3d wk), fine 
$6,800. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2.220; 40-85)— 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO) (2d run). 
Neat $7,500. Last week, “Lodger” 
(20th), at $6,500 for second run, 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692: 40-85)— 
“Uncertain Glory’ (WB). Good 
$28,000, but below hopes. Last week, 
“Harvest Moon” (WB), satisfactory 
$17,500 on third week. 

Stanley (WB) (2.915: 40-85) — 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Weakening to slow $14,000 after 
bullish $18,500 last trip. 

Stanten (WB) (1,475; 40-85) — 
“Happened Tomorrow’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Cleaning up at $11,500. Opener 


was husky $14,660. 


‘ARMS,’ SOLID $17,000, 


ACE IN OFFISH PROV. 


Providence, April 25. 
Both holdovers and other factors 
blamed for offish outlook this week. | 
“Private Hargrove” at Loew’s State | 
and “Up in Arms” at RKO Albee, | 
are topping new ones. “Song of Ber- 
nadeite” also is strong in third week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2.100; 44-55-60)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Passport 
Destiny” (RKO). Solid $17,000. Last 
week, “Snow White” (RKO) (re- 
issue) (2d wk), nice $11,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-55) 
—"“Harvest Moon” (WB) (3d down- 
town wk). Fine $4,000. Last week. 


“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) (2d 
run), same. 
Fay’s ‘Fay) (2,000: 76-$1.10)— 


“Bernadette” (20th) (3d wk). Prov- 
ing hefty $15,000. 
snappy $17,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-55)—| 
“Lodger” (20th) and “So’s Your | 
Uncle” (U). Mild $11.000. Last week, | 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (2d wk), | 
snappy $12.000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.200; 50- 
60-70)—“First a Girl” (Indie) and 
Johnny Long orch. Stout $9,000 in 
three-day weekender. Last week, 
“Underdog” (PRC) plus Henry Busse 
orch, Little Tough Guys, Barbara 
Blaine, on stage, good $7,500 on same 
run, 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-55)—“Pri_ 
vate Hargrove” (M-G) and “Whis- 
tler” (Col). Hefty radio campaign 
helping with sirong $17,000 likely. 
Last week, “Heavenly Body” (M-G). 
great $18,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,000; 44-55) 
—‘Lady in Dark” (3d wk). Starting 
to slip this week (3d) starting yes- 
terday (24). Last week, fairly good 
$10,000. 


Second stanza, | 


Detroit, Apri] 25. 

Biz continues to better expecta. 
tions here with only one fresh bi] 
moving into the loop this week. The 
Fox theatre takes the top spot with 
the new duo of “Ali Baba” and 
“Something About a Soldier” but 
holdovers, doing surprisingly wel) 
reflect the general all-around 
strength of Detroit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 85-$1.10) 
—‘Bernadette” (20th) (3d wk). 
House takes over road showing after 
two terrific weeks at Fox with hot 
$18,000 likely. Last week, “Phantom 
Lady” (U) and “Chip Old Block” 
(U) (2d wk), nice $10,500. 

Breadway-Capitel (United De- 
troit) (2,800; 55-75)-—-“Miracle 
gan’s Creek” (Par) and “Cross Lor- 
raine” (M-G) (4th wk). Good $10,- 
000 after combination bill from 
Michigan and Palms-State got okay 
$14,000 last week. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
—“Ali Baba” (U) and “Something 
About Soldier” (Col). Sighting po- 
tent $40,000. Last week, “Berna- 
dette” (20th) (2d wk) (85-$1.10) tere 
rific $54,500. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,800; 
55-75) —""What a Woman” (Col) and 
“Lifeboat” (20th). Pair back in loop 
at nice $5,000. Last week, “Iron Ma- 
jor” (RKO) and “Rosie O’Grady” 
(20th), fine $5,200. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
55-75)—“‘Harvest Moon” (WB) and 
“Navy Way” (Par) (2d wk). Contin- 
uing strong at $24,000 after first 
week’s sock $30,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
000; 55-75)—“Our Time” (WB) and 
“Curse Cat People” (RKO) (2d wk), 
Sturdy $15,000 likely after first 
week’s surprise $20,000. 

United Artists (United 
(2,000; 55-75) —‘‘Lady in Dark” (Par 
and “Rookie’s Burma” (RKO) (6th 
wk). Still rolling along with tidy 
$13,000 coming up after last week’s 
tall $16,000. 


MPLS. N.S.H., ALBEIT 
‘HARGROVE’ SOCK 176 


Minneapolis, April 25. 

Only one holdover this week, but 
aside from “Private Hargrove,” at 
Radio City, biz is distinctly off from 
recent big highs. Even the preem of 
“Private Life of Dr. Goebbels,” pro- 
duced by Minneapolis man, W. R. 
Frank, is only so-so at Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 25-35)— 
“Rains Came” (20th) (reissue) and 
“Cowboy Canteen” (Col) in for five 
days, fair $2,000. Last week, “Two- 
Man Submarine” (Col) and “Jive 
Junction” (PRC), good $2,300 in 
seven days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 44-60)—‘Pri- 
vate Life Dr. Goebbels” (Frank). 
“World premiere” helped by Nor- 
man Pyle’s advance campaign and 
heavy advertising. So-so $6,000. 
Last week, “Ali Baba” (U) (2d wk), 
mild $4,000 on m.o. from Orpheum. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 40)—‘“Curse 
Cat People’ (RKO). Good $4,000. 
Last week, “Frisco Kid” (WB) (re- 
issue), $3,800. 

Lyric (P-S) (1,100; 44-60)—"Guy 
Named Joe” (M-G) (3d wk). Moved 
here from State. Heading for big 
$7,000. Last week, “Passage Mar- 
seille” (WB) (2d wk). light $4,200. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 44-60)— 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO). Fairish 
$10,000. Last week, “Chjp Old Block” 
(U) and Sammy Kaye orch, acts on 


| stage (44-70), immense $21,000. 


Radio City (P-S) (4,000; 44-60)— 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G). Going to 
great $17,000. Last week, “Broad- 
way Rhythm” (M-G), disappointing 
$11,500. 

State (P-S) (2.000; 44-60)—‘Ma- 
dame Curie” (M-G). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) 
(2d wk), socko $11,400. 

Uptewn (Par) (1,100; 40-50)— 


| “Lassie Come Home” (M-G). First 


nabe showing. Nice $4,200. Last 
week, “Lady in Dark” (Par), $3,800. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350; 44-80)— 


|“Scarlet Pimpernel” (UA) (reissue). 
|Fair $2,000. Last week, “Standing 
|Room Only” (Par) (3d wk), good 
| $2,500. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, April 25. 

Sheila Ryan’s player pact renewed 
by. 20th-Fox. 

Ann Blyth’s minor contract with 
Universal approved by court. 

Stanley Stewart inked player pact 
at 20th-Fox. 

Chris Drake’s actor ticket renewed 
by RKO. 

Marjorie Massow, player, 20th-Fox. 

Robert Paige optioned Universal. 

Stephenie Bachelor, player, three 
pictures per year, Republic. 

Julian Johnson renewed as head of 
20th-Fox story department. 

Ray Taylor, player, optioned Uni- 
versal, 


| } 
| Key City Grosses 
This Week. .......... $2,680,200 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
| | | 
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Sailor fun ‘With blondes, brunettes, and redheads . . . 
in a rollicking revel of romance and rhythm, | 


Songs and laughs, glamour and lusty wisecracks, 4 
And is it fun every speeding minute of it! 


Produced and Directed by John H. Auer 


Screen Play by Edward Verdier, trving Phillips & Lawrence Kimble 
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PICTURES 19 


(obra Woman 
Elaborately and colorfully mounted 
for Technicolor photography and 
constant eye-appeal, and continuing 
the starring trio of Maria Montez, 
Jon Hall and Sabu. Picture unfolds 
at fast pace to concentrate on action 
features of the tale. It’s profitable 
b.o. fare for the regular runs as 
solo or billtopper. 

Plot combines jungle-island ro- 
mance with melodramatic complica- 
tions. temple rituals, chases and 
fights. Miss Montez is kidnapped on 
eve of wedding to Jon Hall and car- 
ried back to an island where her 
twin sister rules ruthlessly as high 
priestess and preys on religious su- 
perstitions of the natives to keep 
jatter under control. Hall follows 
his betrothed to the forbidden isiand, 
accompanied by native boy, Sabu, 
to rescue Miss Montez; discovers 
she’s brought back to take rightful 
place as high priestess instead of 
twin sister: and sticks around for 
fast-moving series of melodramatic 
episodes, including periodic erup- 
tions of nearby volcano, until things 
are satisfactorily settled for even- 
tual sail-away of the lovers. 

Miss Montez is decidedly shapely 
and eyeful as sarong-draped native 
girl and dazzlingly gowned as the 
high priestess. She handled the dual! 
assignment very well. Hall and Sabu 
are typed in regular characteriza- 
tions. Lon Chaney is the powerful 
guard of queen Mary Nash. Edgar 
Barrier makes adequate heavy, with 
Lois Collier, Samuel S. Hinds and 
Moroni Olsen in supporting slots. 

Robert Siodmak’s direction keeps 
events moving at a fast pace, taking 
full advantage of the actionful script. 
Background music by Edward Ward 
also is a major asset. Photography 
by George Robinson, with W. How- 
ard Greene as Technicolor associate, 
is of high standard. In addition to 
the tropical exteriors, picture has 
huge temple sets for extravagant 
mounting for better display via color 
photography. Wait. 


Seven Days Ashore 
(MUSICAL) 


RKO release of John H. Auer production, 
@ivected by Auer. Stars Wally Brown, 
Alan Carney features Marcy Metiuire, 
Gierdon Oliver, Virginia Mayo, Amelita 
Ward. Elaine Shepard, Dooley Wilsen. 
Freddie Slack orchestra, Freddie Fisher 
band. Sereenpplay, Edward Verdier, Irving 
Phillips, Lawrence Kimble: from stery by 
Jxceques Deval: camera, Russell Metty; 
eiitor, Harry Marker: songs, Mort Greene. 
Pollock: dances, Charles O'Curran: 
musical director. C. Bakaleinikoff; special 
efferis, Vernen Walker. At Palace. N. Y.. 


week April 2. "44. Running time, 72 MINS. 
Amelita Ward 
Mrs. Dumont 
Emory Parnell 
Slock Orchestra 
Freddie Fisher Band 


Making no pretense of being more 
than a relatively inexpensive pro- 
duction without any big marquee 
names, this musical is a lot more 
frolicksome and tuneful than many 
of its more expensive and elaborate 
counterparts, and should fit very 
well as a good dual supporter. 

Shenanigans involve efforts of a 
wealthy playboy iu the Merchant 
Marine to extricate himself from the 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 12 


clutches of two girl violinists, while 
engaged to a society deb. He turns 
the musical duo over to his ship- 
mates, Carney and Brown, after the 
girls slap breach-of-promise suits 
against him. Boys naturally fall for 
gals and get married, while playboy 
gets gal he wants, all to the tune of 
comedy cavortings. 

Team of Carney and Brown score 
heavily, and with right material 
should soon be among the top-rung 
comedians. Gordon Oliver makes a 
convincing playboy, while the three 
girls in plot are all lookers and do 
well. Marcy McGuire puts over 
three songs in sock fashion, and 
Dooley Wilson does fine in his two 
numbers. Freddie Slack has the hep- 
cats jumping, and Freddie Fisher 
and his corny band are quite funny 
in the one number they do. 

The entire thing comes out as thor- 
oughly enjoyable fare under the neat 
handling of John Auer. 


Henry Aldrich Plays 
Cupid 


Parameunt production and release. Stars 
Jimmy Lydon and Charles Smith: features 
Jebn Litel, Diana Lyon aml Vera Vague. 
Directed! bw Bennett Screenplay, 
Mu I Re Belton ant Val Burton, from 
stery \ ' Leslie: camera, Daniel 
Fapp: editor, Everett Deug! Prev iewed 
in N #4. Running time, 
65 MINS. 
Mr- Oliv Blakeney 
Senator Paul Harvey 
Male Teacher....ccccce Harry Bradley 
Pemnle Betty Farrington 
Gladden James 
Western Uniorm Girl......... Shirley Coates 


Another in the “Aldrich” series, 
this one is pleasantly amusing and 
shouldn't have any difficulty snaring 
bookin@s on the duals. 

In this one. Henry Aldrich has 
been bequeathed $5.000 by a deceased 
uncle for an education at Princeton 
providing he graduates high school 
with honors. He does well in all his 
subjects with the exception of biol- 
ogy, where he incurs the displeasure 
of ‘his instructor, a dour bachelor 
who is also the school principal. As 
a result. he is given so many de- 
merits. he is in danger of not gradu- 
ating. Believing that a wife would 
serve as an antidote to the instruc- 
tors unpleasant disposition. Henry 
starts a matrimonial bureau to get 
him married off. His efforts, as usual, 
go awry, with droll consequences 
which involve his parents, a state 


senator who is a political enemy of | 


his father, and assorted individuals 
with whom he comes in contact. But, 
as usual, everything is finally rec- 
onciled to the satisfaction of all. ‘ 
Jimmy Lydon, Charles Smith, John 
Litel and Olive Blakeney, the usual 
members of the cast, perform 
smoothly. with some outstanding as- 
sists by Diana Lynn and Vera Vague. 


P-T Skeds Extra Pic 


Hollywood, April 25. 


Two producing Bills, Pine & 
Thomas, are so far ahead of their 


six-picture schedule for Paramount 
that they will start a seventh, 
“Storm.” before the end of the cur- 


rent shooting season, ending Aug. 1. | 


Fifth of the slate, 
tain.” goes into the cutting room this 
week. 


“When I've had my Wheaties, it’s so loud it tears the roof off. 
And when I haven’t had my Wheaties, it just goes ‘Eeple’!”” 


It’s “seemple” to fix that “eeple.” 
Have a big bowl of milk, fruit, and 
Vheati “Breakfast of Cham- 
pions.’ Oompah novrishment in 


Wheaties, 


those whole wheat flakes. And a 
symphonic flavor that calls for 
encores. Tune up with Wheaties— 
every morning. 


“Dark Moun-: 


Man From Frisco 


Republic production and release. 
Michael O'Shea and Anne Shirley: features 
Gene Leckhart, Dan Duryea, Stephanie 
Bachelor, Ray Walker, Tammy Bond. Di- 
rected by Robert Florey. screenplay, Ethel 
Hil! and Arnold Manoff; original story, 
George W. Yates and George (. frown: 
camera, Jack Marta: music. Marlin Skiles; 
editor, Ernest Mima. Previewed April 2, 
"44. Running time, 91 MINS, 


Matt Braddock..,..........Michael O'Shea 


Stars 


Diana Kennedy............... Shirley 
Joel Kennedy... Lockhart 
Jim Benson..... Dan Duryea 
Ruth Warnecke......... Stephanie Bachelor 
Jehnny Rogers................ Ray Walker 
Russ Kennedy......... ......Tommy Bond 
Bruce MeRae. Rebert Warwick 
lin Howlin 
Martha Kennedy.........../ Ann Shoemaker 
Russell Simpson 
Chief Campbell........... Stanley Andrews 
Maritime Commissioner..... Forbes Murray 
Judge McLain. Erville Alderson 
Baby Warnecke, Jr........Michael Barnitz 


“Man from Frisco” started with a 
good idea—that of a dynamic con- 
struction engineer who revolution- 
izes shipbuilding — but foundered 
along the way and got stuck in the 


mud of a stereotyped plot. Title it-} 


self is none too descriptive, and 
would seem to apply more to the 
Barbary Coast in the 1880's than to 


a saga of modern shipbuilding. How- 
ever, with the proper exploitation 
and the appeal of its stars. picture 
should do all right for itself on either 
end of dual bills in nabe houses. 
_ Picture loses effectiveness when 
it becomes just another romance be- 
tween the two principals and moves 
slowly. It is only in the shipyard 
scenes that the film catches some of 
the power and drama which goes 
into the making of the sinews of war. 
O'Shea never rings true as the 
Henry Kaiser-like production genius. 
Anne Shirley is satisfactory as the 
girl who is first repelled and then 
attracted to him. Lockhart does fine 
work in a supporting role. as does 
Stephanie Bachelor, who contributes 
one of the few good dramatic se- 
quences in the role of a war worker 
whose husband is in the Navy. 
Production is good, while the di- 
rection should have been more de- 
manding as far as realism is con- 
cerned. 


| 
i 


Trocadere 
(SONGS) 

_Repul! rélense of Walter Colmes 
duction. Rosenmary Lane Jehnny 
Downs; features Raloh Morgan, Diek bur- 
cell, Sheklon Leonard by 
liam Nigh Secreenpla \ilen Gale, 
stery by Charles FL Chaplin and Gay 
Holmes: music, Jay Chernis: camera. Jactk- | 
son Rose: editer. At 
Brooklyn Strand, week of April "44, 
tunning time, 7&4 MENS, 
Mickey Shelden Leonard | 
ity Pimself | 
Marge..... Marjorie Manners 
Mirskine Johnson........ = Himself 
Bogan 
Cigar @ Ruth Hilliare 
Master of Ceremonies eddie Bartel 

Specialties Beb Chester hand, Eddie be | 
Baron bund, Matty Malneck band. Gus | 
heim band, Wingy Mannone, Ida Janes, | 
Stardusters, Rad Rogues, 

A story of a Hollywood nitery. 
“Trocadero” is a mildly entertaining 


musical with a potpourri of talent 
that should make it right for the | 
duals. 


Story has two adopted children, 


played by Johnny Downs and Rose- | 


mary Lane, being lett a night club 
at the: end of Prohibition by their 
foster-father. 
they hire a swing 
rockets the club to 


band that sky- 


fame. 


Pickings are lean until | 


Separate | 


romances of both children make for } 


the love interest. 


Eight new songs are introduced in | 
|addition to two revivals, none of 
them outstanadiig Following the 
vogue of having “name” bands, piec- 
ture has Eddie LeBaron (‘actual 
owner of the Troc), Bob Chester, 
Matty Malneck and Gus Arnheim. | 


| Wingy Mannone is in for one bit do- } 


ing a musical and vocal! rendition of 
“The Music Goes Round and Round,’ 


|\Ida James warbie “Shoo Shoo 
| Baby.” and the Stard do one 
number. Club background is also 
used to drag in the Radio Rogues 
with their imitations, Cliff Nazarro 
singing and making with the double- 
talk, and cartoonist Dave Fleische1 
{doing some drawing. 

Rosemary Lane, looking very well, 
‘is convincing in the emotional scenes, 
and does several songs in good style 
while Johnny Downs does a hoofing 
jroutine and acts with assurance. 


do satisfactorily. 


Rest of the cast 


WANTED 


Man with motion picture sound 
equipment who is in position to 
travel for three months. State 
salary wanted. 


Add-ess 


Sigmund S, Scheffel 


3965 West Barry Avenue 
Chicago 18, Minois 


Bill Sussman to Operate Theatres: 
Other Film Briefs From Key Cities 


Bill Sussman, veteran distribution 
executive who for the past couple 
years has been a division manager 
for National Screen Service, has 
taken an indefinite leave of absence 
to devote his attention to the opera- 
tion of the circuit of theatres left by 
his uncle, Herman Sussman, who 
died of a heart attack in Florida re- 
cently. 

It is possible, from accounts, that 
Sussman may remain permanently 
on the operation of his late uncle's 
theatres instead of returning to NSS. 
They are located in Mt. Kisco, Pleas- 
antville, Wappinger Falls, Brewster 
and Amenia, N. Y. a 

George Dembow. Jr.. v.p. over 
sales for NSS, has placed Paul 
Mooney temporarily in charge of the 
division formerly handled by Suss- 
man, including Des Moines. Kansas 
City, St. Louis, Oklahoma City, Dal- 
las and New Orleans exchanges. 
Mooney has been in various sales as- 
signments for the company. Before 
going to NSS, Sussman was eastern 
division sales manager for 20th-Fox. 

Dembow left Thursday (20) for a 
sales huddle in Chicago and goes on 
from there to the Coast, returning 
east in about three weeks. 


Metro’s Memphis Fete 
Memphis, Apri! 25. 

Metro combined three occasions in 
one Monday (17) for a formal lun- 
cheon at Hotel Peabody attended by 
120 prominent exhibitors and busi- 
ness men of this territory. 

Prime purpose was to introduce 
Louis C. Ingram, new branch man- 
ager, formerly of the Atlanta branch. 
Another motive was a buildup for 
M-G’s approaching 20th anniversary 
celebration. And the company also 
took occasion to present service but- 
tons to a group of veteran em- 
ployees. 

Buttons signifying a decade or 
more of service were presented to 


Tom Kirk, Rebecca Scott, Ola Pur- 
vis, Mrs. Lillie Curd, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Mitchell, all still with the Metro ex- 
change, and to the following now in 
the armed forces, Lt. (j.g.) J. F. 
Heard, Pvt. M. L. Basse and Ap- 
prentice Seaman Hollis H. Holmes. 

M. A. Lightman served as toast- 
master. Talks were made by Ted 
O'Shea, eastern division manager: 
Charlie Kessnich, of Atlanta, south- 
ern district manager; and Mayor 
Chandler of Memphis. 


Tom Connors’ Chi Feed 
Chicago, April 25. 

Tom Connors, 20th-Fox sales vee- 
pee, hosted 60 prominent Chicago ex- 
hibitors at a good-will luncheon at 
the Blackstone Hotel last week. 
Event was one of a s@ries of similar 
affairs in several exchange centers 
in the past two weeks. 

Connors informally discussed his 
company’s product and touched on 
increased production costs and post- 
war problems. Among thoSe repre- 
sented at the luncheon were Balaban 
& Katz. Warner Bros. Theatres, Jo- 
seph Stern circuit, Reinheimer cir- 
cuit. Griever circuit. and numerous 
independent exhibitors. Connors 
went from here to Milwaukee and 
then back to New York. 


Roxy, New Britain, Changes Hands 
Hartford, April 25. 

The 1.000-seat Roxy Theatre, New 

Britain, sold by Nicholas Kounaros 

to Samuel Giangrave of Manchester. 

New owner takes possession May 15. 

House has been showing films, with 
occasional vaudeville on Sundays. 


MPA'’s 25th Anni 
Motion Picture Associates, Morrts 
Sanders, president, now has 560 
members. Celebrates silver anniver- 
sary May 19 at Hotel Astor. N. Y., 
with dinner-dance at $7.50 per head. 


New York Theatres 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 


RIVOLI B'way & 49th St. 


Humphrey Bogart 


In Warner Bros. Hit! 


“Passage to Marseille” 


with 
Clande RAINS @ Michele MORGAN 
Philip Sydney 
DORN GREENSTRERT 
Helmut DANTINE Peter LORKE 
scorge TOBLAS 


HOLLYWOOD 


Centinuous - Opens 10 A.M. - B'way & Sist St. 
BWAY & 


‘PALACE 
“7 DAYS ASHORE” 


Wally BROWN - Alan CARNEY * 
Marcy McGUIRE - Dooley WILSON 


“BUFFALO 
BILL” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
Pias A Ave. 
big Stage & 
Show R O X St. 

Thur... Apr. 26 MITCH 
ON WCREEN | 
ist N.Y. Showing ORCHESTRA 
Donald 
O'CONNOR | Direction of 
Susanna 
FOSTER in Stell SLAVIN 
“THIS 1S Extra! 
THE LIFE” | GUS VAN 


In Person 


‘ 
‘LADY IN XAVIER 
THE DARK” CUGAT 
(in Technicolor) And His 
Orchestra 


PARAMOUNT Times Square—Wid- 
night Nitely 
BUY MORE WAK BONDS 


ERROL FLYNN 
PAUL LUKAS 


in Warner Bros. 


“UNCERTAIN GLORY” 


In Person 


TED LEWIS and Orch. 


AND STAR-STUDDED REVLE 


'| Bway & 47th St STRAND 


M-G-M 
if 6th HiT 
WEEK 


DOORS OPEN 10 A.M. 
POPULAR PRICES! 


MUSIC HALL 


“COVER GIRL” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


RADIO 


or 200 ron 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


VICTORIA THEATRE 


Hroadway at 46th Street 


Keichic Holiday” 


Starring CHARLES COBURN 


CAPITOL PERSON’ 
INNY SIMMS 
MITZI MAYFAIR 
ARTHUR BLAKE 


FRANKIE CARLE J 


AMD ORCH. 


BROADWAY 
RHYTHM 


Gee. Murphy + Glany Simms 
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Manpower Shortage’s Silver Lining, 
Kids Sieze Chance to Pep Up Radio 


At least 
atemming from radio’s loss of man- 
power to the armed forces is the 
hidden talent disclosed among the 
rank and file workers engaged by 
the networks and stations around 
the country. The urgent need for 
creative talent, particularly in the 
production end, is giving opportunity 
clerical workers and others 
weve it not for the drain on 
the guys with reputations, would 
still be taking dictation and adding 


to many 


who 


figures 
Armed only with the knowledge 
garnered from daily contact with 


those 
kids, according to reports from some 
of the top station managers and net- 
work exees, are far from being over- 
whelmed by the opportunity, Rather, 
they have the courage to tread new 
paths and introduce new ideas into 
radio in beth the production and 
writing end. While many have al- 
ready been weeded out, the experi- 
nent on the whole, say the station 
and network reps, has more than 
justified the belief that script writers. 
directors and producers can be 
trained from willing and able young- 
‘ys and that the industry, not hav- 
ing to depend on the few recognized 
topnotchers, will benefit from the 
erlarged field from which they can 
draw. 

Illustrations are cited of the value 
of the enthusiasm, freshness and 
originality shown by the crop of 
newcomers who, while still in the 
cub stage, show much promise to off- 
set the smugness and stereotyped 
qualities of those previously in con- 
trol. 

Opening the doors to the newcom- 
ers. it's generally agreed, bodes well 


for the future of radio. Already case | 


is cited of a former secretary in a 
N.Y. station who popped up with a 
novel script idea. Program clicked. 
and gal, given the opportunity, de- 
veloped in such strides that within 
a few months she was grabbed up 
by an agency. 


AFRA Demanding 
Gander At Pacts 


American Federation of Radio 


Avtists has advised all radio agents | their services 
that all contracts with its members | 
for commercial programs running 13 | material for the show, WNEW will 


weeks or more must be submitted 
to the union for perusal before final 
signing. This order is supposedly 
based on numerous recent com- 
plaints of inequitable agreements. 
Regulation backing 


move has been on the latter's books 
since May 25, 1943, but never was 


strictly enforced before. 


N. Y. INDIE HAS NEW 
MOPPET SHOW SLANT 


A new approach to youth programs 


will be attempted by WNEW, N. Y..! ; 


with a series now in the formative | 
stage based on the formulas of exist- 


ing adult airers slanted towards the 
kids. Idea will be not to talk down 
to t 


belief that the adults have only suc- 
ceeded in messing up the warld. and 


for that reason youth should be 
heard. 

Series, entitled “Make Way for 
Youth.” will use such programs as 
“Invitation to Learning” and 
the 


viewed by kids. Slant that maturity 
a wonderful thing, but it’s a shame 


wasted on a.k.s will be handled} 
by switches from the adult treatment. | 
Under the plan. “We, the Pecple.” for 
instance, will become “We, the Kids.” 
Stanz: will also be designed to 
ve that for every delinquent j 


re are hundreds or thousands of 
kids who are decent 

Production and writing .of the pro- 
grams will be supervised by Yasha 
Frank. who has been called in by the 
station as a consultant fer youth pro- 
Frank got his experience | 
with kid aetivities as national direc- |! 
tor of children’s activities for the 
National Theatre Authority. Frank | 
recently quit as radio director of the | 
William H. Weintraub agency. 


gor 


grams. 


Tolede—Toledo Blade has filed an) 


one positive reaction¢ 


who did the work before, these | 


reements | WARNERS NIX BALLY 


Anybody Wanna Buy 
‘Matinee Playhouse’? 


“Matinee Playhouse.” half-hour 
five-times-a-week dramatic serializa- 
tion of great plays, books and ‘films, 
being offered for sponsorship as a 
daytime show. 

Stanza was on the air two seasons | 
ago, transcribed, and was known as 
the “Wheatena Playhouse,” spon- 
| sored by the cereal company, at that 
time. 


Andy Devine Gets 
Own Air Show 


Andy Devine, after many years of 
guesting, will emcee a program of 


his own when he takes over the 
Goodyear-NBC “Hook ‘n’ Ladder 
| Follies” on May 13. Session will 


| move to the Coast on that date with- 
}out Ralph Dumke, who’s appearing 

in “Helen Goes to Troy,” which 
| opened at the Alvin, N. Y., Monday 

(24), and Carson Robison, occupied 
with recordings in the east and his 
}farm in Dutchess county. Frank 
| Novak's orch also will be replaced 
} by 16 piece group which hasn’t been 
set yet. 

The Song Spinners will move to 
the Coast, where the Sons of the 
Pioneers will be added to handle in- 
strumental numbers and additional 
vocals. Lou Fulton, producer, leaves 
, for the Coast April 30. 


WNEW Talent Hunt 
Lines Up Experienced 


WNEW, N. Y., will provide an op- 
portunity for young radio actors to 
get On the air and work with the top 
directors via a new session which 
bows in April 30, 9 p. m. Stanza will 
utilize Writers War Board scripts 
and the AFRA hopefuls will be paid 
| regular AFRA fees. The directors 
; will be members of the Radio Di- 
| rector’s Guild, who will contribute 


If WWB doesn’t provide adequate 


go out 2nd get writers to do scripts 
on war themes. 


FOR OLIVIA’S AIRER 


J. Walter Thompson agency, which 
handles the Lux “Radio Theatre” ac- 
count for Lever ran into a 
snag last week in its attempt to build 
up the appearance of Olivia deHavi- 
land on the CBS Monday night show 


Bros., 


in an adaptation of “Appointment 
For Love” May i. 


Writers-Directors’ Aid 


Current feuding of the star with 


her studio, Warners, resulted in the} 

> moppets, and predicated on the latter bast week nixing the agency's; head at WNEW, N. Y.., is hospitalized | 
request for a number of stills of Miss} in 

| deHaviland for newspaper buildup. | 
'B inter-office memo forbids any | 


such releases on the star. 


Blue Sets ‘Hoosier Hop’ 
For Sat. Night; Likely To 
Snare a Sponsor Soon 


Chicago, April 25. 

The Blue Network has finally con- 
cluded negotiations to air its own 
weekly Coast-to-Coast barn dance 
program. Arrangements were made 
last week between the network and 
WOWO, Ft. Wayne, to broadcast the 
“Hoosier, Hop” for 45 minutes sus- 
taining, over a Blue hookup of 75 to 
100 stations, starting Saturday, May 
6. Two prominent national accounts 


are said to be interested in sponsor- | 


ing the show and indications are it 
wilf go commercial shortly after its 
network premiere. 

“Hoosier Hop” has been a Satur- 
day night feature of WOWO for 27 
weeks. Show is put on at the Shrine 
theatre, for two performances each 
Saturday, under the management of 
Harry K. Smythe, former local thea- 
tre owner and “Bank Night” fran- 
chise hoider, with 45 minutes of the 
second show aired by WOWO sus- 
taining. Eldon Campbell, WOWO 
program director, will continue to 
produce the show under the super- 
vision of Smythe. The Blue will air 
the show Saturday nights, 10:15 to 
pm. 


Goodrich Shuns 
Prestige’ Angle 
In Comedy Bid 


Evidently feeling that tire manu- 
facturers and other large business 
concerns are overdoing the “pres- 
tige” angle in spotting radio shows, 
B. F. Goodrich has abandoned nego- 
tiations for sponsoring “America’s 
Town Meeting” on the Blue web and 
reportedly is casting around for a 
comedy half-hour. 

One live prospect is “Three of a 
Kind,” Phil Rapp’s CBS package 
with Hanley Stafford, Bert Lahr and 
Reggie Gardner which preemed (13) 
on the CBS Coast chain. Campbell's 
soup also is said to be interested in 
the show which CBS hopes to sell 
and spot opposite Jack Benny Sun- 
day nights. 

Goodrich’s decision to go for a 
laugh program points up feeling in 
some advertising circles that institu- 
tional or goodwill plugging should 
be a mass appeal proposition the 
same as a sales campaign. Sym- 
phonies, forums and similar iypes of 
prestige shows may make the boards 
of directors feel very good and “pub- 
lic servanty” it’s observed but, when 
the ratings are scrutinized, it’s found 
that the goodwill spreading doesn’t 
spread very far despite the huge 
financial outlays. 

Goodrich, if successful in landing 
a clicko laugh session that builds an 
audience, evidently feels it can sell 
itself to millions and. incidentally, 
seli a few million tires when the 
war’s over. After all, every manu- 
facturer agrees, symphony lovers 
represent only a minute fraction of 
the nation’s purchasing potential. 


N. Y. PUBLICIST HURT 


Capt. Dick Bard, former publicity | 


North Africa following an auto 
crash. 


He was enroute to U. S. after 17) 


months of service in Sicily and Italy. 


» than casual interest is being 


attached by the industry to the con- 


ding session on May 8 of the 15th 


Institute Education by Radio at 
Columbus, for out of the skedded 
discussion is expected to emerge a 


pattern pointing up the role of radio 
in tackling the manifold post-war 
problems. As such itll mark the 
first concerted effort on the part of 
top ranking educators and leaders in 
the industry io evolve a course of 
action for radio in the readjustment 
that will follow the victory. 
Presiding over the concluding gen- 
eral session on “Radio and Post-war 


application with the Federal Com-)| Problems” will be I. Keith Tyler, di- 
munications Commission for author-| rector of the annual institute spon- 


| 


ity to comstruct a nev FM station, to’ sored by Ohio State University. On 
be operated on 44,500 kilocycles with) the basis of the panel discussions'| 
coverage of 8,400 square miles. 


For Cues on Post-War Radio Trend 


Tyler, it 
the most 
since the 


well take 
radio 
outbreak of the war 


may 


Significant 


conclave 


will be cued to an address on “The 
Post-War Situation” by Paul 
man, chairman of the 
trustees of the Committee on Eco- 
nomic Development and president of 
the Studebaker Corp. Panel par- 
ticipants will include Kenneth G. 
Bartlett, director of the Radio Work- 
shop of Syracuse University; Lyman 
Bryson, CBS director of education: 


Edward Bernays, publicist and| 


author, and others still to be desig- 
nated. In addition there will be 
round tables and summaries of 
work-study grouns, with reports 
based on post-war outlook for radio. 

Columbus confab gets under way 


‘and participants lined up by Dr.| May 5, at the Deshler-Wallick hotel. 


its place as! 


Dis-| 
; cussions on “What Is Radio’s Role?” 


Hoff- | 
board of 


Chiefly because some Montreal 


ly proper radio fare for children,” 


as examples. 


them, 


But Can and Take 


Ottawa, April 25. 
listeners petitioned the Canadian 


Broadcasting Corp. to change the hours of “horror” programs to times 
when juves wouldn't hear them, but also because a member of Par- 
liament raised the subject in the government radio committee, shud- 
der shows on Canadian stations are to get “more rigid control.” 
“These programs deal in gangsterism, highjacking and murder, hard- 


said the Montreal petition and the 


MP, who mentioned Dick Tracy, the Green Hornet and The Shadow 


Dr. Augustin Frigon, acting CBC g.m., told the House of Commons 
committee that CBC did not carry shudder shows, but indie stations 
did, and a CBC committee had been set up to mull time changes for 


Hubbard Wants 


‘ROMANCE’ REPLACES 
JUDY CANOVA SHOW 


“Romance,’ CBS program drama- 
tizing great love stories, has been 
bought by Colgate-Palmolive-Peet as 
a summer replacement for the Judy 
Canova show. New stanza will move 
from its 11:30 p.m. Tuesday night slot 


nignt currently held by the comedy 
program, prcebably late in June for 
13 weeks. 

Drama sertes is a CBS packaged 
show and has been on the air for the 
past year. Final details of the deal 
were being concluded at Sherman & 
Marquette, yesterday (25). 


Hub Editor Raps 


Crime Serials 


Boston, April 25. 

The staid Boston Herald got around 
this week to commenting acridly on 
radio crime serials. “The list of pro- 
grams of violence has become pretty 
long and the sounds of shots and 
black-jacking resound constantly 
through the house.” 

After mentioning such personages 
as Sherlock Holmes, Mr. District At- 


Queen, Nero Wolfe, Dr. Ordway, 
Steve Wilson and others, the edi- 
ponders on the possibility 


| torialist 

| of a sort of radio league of decency. 
Writer figures adults must have no 

“anxiety regarding the program's 

effect on them and their children.” 


Mail Avalanche For 
‘Breakfast Club’ Wipes 


Chicago, April 25. 


execs and Swift & Co. officials here 


half of “Breakfast Club,” which has 
already mounted to 
portions. 


runaway pro- 


into the 8:30-9 p.m. spot the same | 


Out $25,000 Budget 


Petrillo Showdown 


+ Chicago, April 25. 


Although William Green, presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor, and the War Labor Board 
fave declared that musician’s strikes 
now in progress at WJJD, Chicago 
and KSTP, Minneapolis, are in vio- 
lation of Labor's “no strike” pledge, 
locals in both cities have refised to 
return their men to work. 

A statement by the Minneapolis 
local was expected to follow a meet- 
|ing of the board of directors yester- 
| day afternoon (24) which was cailed 
after a telegram from the national 
| WLB told union officers the strike 
“must be terminated immediately.” 
WLB wire instructed George Murk, 
pres., and Stanley Ballard, sec. of 
the local, te restore KSTP to normal 
Operation. 

Stanley KSTP, after be- 
ing informed that the Federal Con- 
ciliator at Minneapolis was cert'ty- 
ing the strike to the WLB im- 
mediately, said, “In the past, every 
time the breadcasting industry got 
into a fight with Petrillo it always 
ended up with radio whining and 
yielding until now the musician's 
union head feels that he can ride 
high, wide and handsome, no matter 
what the eircumstances. It's my 
opinion that broadcasters are heaced 
for a showdown with Petrillo sooner 
or later and it might just as we'l be 
now.” 

In the meantime, at WJJD, five 
Office girls in their spare time are 
doing the work of the 10 platter 
turners Out on strike, the same 
duties Petrillo wants 20 men to do. 


torney, Bulldog Drummond, Nick ! 
Carter, Counterspy Harding, Ellery LESSER AIRER T0 BE 


SPONSORED BY PAR 


Probably the only bistro boniface 
with a sponsor, Arthur Lesser, owner 
of La Vie Parisienne, N. Y., nitery, 
goes commercial via Paramount Pic- 
tures over WNEW, when his six 
shots a week start next Sunday (30) 
at 12:45 p.m. This is a quarter-hour 
session; the Monday-through-Friday 
period at 7:35 p.m. is only for 10 
minutes. 

Lesser’s forte is underground Euro- 
pean news, backgrounded by his 20- 
year residence in France, where he 
was in the official French news agen- 


Biggest héadache of Blue Network | 
| 


is the current mail campaign on be-! 


cy, pre-Vichy. 


Percy Faith Takes Over 
Kostelanetz Spot 16 Wks. 


Campaign started April 7 offering | 
charter memberships to anyone writ- 


cants. Response, which exceeded 
800,000 requests in the first few days, | 
resulted in offer being withdrawn 
several days before date originally} 
fixed. 


Gimmick that made Swift and 
Blue officials call for aspirin is fact 
that each of the 800.000 charter 
members have been urged to get five 
members each. This coupled with 
| the fact that original $25,000 allotted 
to campaign has already been spent 
and with thousands of letters still 
pouring in each day Blue and Swift 
execs are trying to figure out who 
pays for expenditures over the orig-| 
inal $25.000. 


DUDLEY’S SPRINT STINT 


Bernard Dudley, announcer, did 
{commercials on three major webs 
| within 45 minutes this past Sunday, 
believed to be a new record. 

He handled commercials on the 
Drew Pearson 7-7:15 p.m. stanza on 
the Blue, spieled a hitch-hike on the 
NBC Jack Benny show at 7:28, then 
lammed over to Mutual, where he is 


Chicago, April 25. 
Percy Faith, musical conductor of 
the Carnation Contented program, 


ing to Don McNeill with member- | will replace Andre Kostelanetz, on 
ship certificates sent to all appli-} the Sunday Coca-Cola show, for 16 


weeks starting May 14. Arrange- 
ments were concluded last week fo!- 
lowing the visit of Coca-Cola and 
agency officials and Faith left tor 


| New York this week in regard to the 


matter. 

Faith will continue to conduct the 
Carnation from here- 
tofore on Monday nights commutimg 
between New York and Chi on 
close schedule. 

N. Y. Indie to Sell 
Nation to Gotham 

Program designed to acquaint New 
Yorkers with the idea that 
United States isn’t a suburb of New 
York will bow in on WNEW. N. Y. 
some time next month. Session, 
tabbed “A State of the Nation,” will 
feature the folk music, folk legends 
and history of a different state each 
week. 

The governors of the individual 


staies are being aporoached to make 
recordings on the:r home grounds of 


show here as 


the 


announcer for A. L. Alexander’s!/a message keynoting their state’s 
‘Mediation Board” at 8. presentation. 
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o! The Poor 


Newest trend in comedy shows—and in recent weeks it’s 


Script Writer 


reached 


proportions of a near avalanche—is to let the script writer take the 


rap for gags that lay an egg 
invariably good for laughs, but no 
sion is left with the listener that if 


on the air. 


True, the ad lib routines are 
matter how you crack it, impres- 
a gag clicks it’s the comedian who 


rates the kudos, but if it falls flat the onus is put on the scripter. 
In the past week alone two of the top comedy programs tried to 


hurdle the embarrassing lulls by passing the buck on to their writers. 


In one instance the comedian ad libbed a crack that the script writer 


had just been fired anyway, while 


in the other case there was an al- 


most constant succession of reprises bandied by the show's two comics 


questioning whether they had the 
the previous broadcast. 


Same scripters or new ones since 


Nets Get Real Hot 


on Television, 


+ 


| summer replacement 
| “Information 


jis regarded as one of the 


See Continuous Day-Night Skeds 


vision operations on the part of pres- 
ent network broadcasters cropped up 


s week when it 


thi was learncd top- 
fiighters in web setups are looking 
forward to continuous day-and-night 
broadcasting by video outlets. 

Heretofore most opinions expressed 
by active television broadcasters 
have indicated that tele, even in its | 
final development. would. be only a 
Jimited service restricted to four or | 
five how's a night with additional 
videocasts Saturdays. Sundays and | 
holidays during daylight hours plus 
incidental daytime programming 
through the week for special events, 
newscasts, etc. 

Spokesmen for GE, DuMont, Philco 
and other outfits now telecasting 
have held that such a_= schedule 
seemed more in line with tele’s pro- 
gramming possibilities than continu- 
ous skeds of from 7 a.m. to midnight, 
or longer, now almost universal in 
radio. With such enthusiasts willing | 
to settle for a limited time segment 
the broadcasting clock, many ob- 


on 
servers were led to believe the fu- | 
ture would sce FM and AM outlets, 
network and indie, still operating. | 

One of the indtistry’s major pro- 
gramming execs with a large net- 
work, however. holds that tele. when 
it's fully developed, will be in the 
s morning, and 
will* be 


noon night. 


programs devel- 


oped, he predicted, to correspond 
with those broadcast today for 
housewives with action, dialog, etc., 
s0 devised that constant attention to 
the video screen will not be re- 
aquired. But the visual portions of 
the progran will be there for those 


time to look at the 
F others. sound alone will 
suffice, with action sublimted to dia- 
ig, music, ete. 

face of conservative claims 
along these lines being advanced by 
television broadcasters such opinions 


by network execs stand out in bold 
relief And while some die-hards 
still hold to the theory that present- 
Gay radio is too firmly established 
to be complete ly eradicated, others 
in high broadcasting positions are | 


looking forward to such an extent | 
inat they say, “Television is going to 
make today’s radio as out-of-date as | 
silent pictres compared with sound- | 
films!” 


SEE KESTEN TIPPING 


CBS is tossing a special press 
suncheon at the Waldorf-Astoria. 
N. Y., tomorrow (26) noon at which 


Paul W. Kest 1, web's exe 


~ 


make an ImMpol 


ouncement” 
cevelopment. 


concerning a post-wal 
_ Although the network is maintain- 
‘08 a mum aititude on the nature oj 
Kesten’s announcement expectation | 


is that he will come through with! 
Comprehensive outline of 
bans for network operations in tele-| 


Vision and FM. Web's New York | 
television studio has been having its 
iace lifted for past couple of weeks | 
pending resumption of live video-| 
Casts skedded for May 5. 

; Television staff at CBS also has 
been increased recently with Ben| 
Talbot of the press info dept. «as-} 
Siened to the Miner-Seldes project | 


i 


expected slant on plans for tele- # 


“Duffy's 


PEABODY AWARDS 
SKEDDED FOR MAY 1 


Annual Peabody awards for out- 
standing services in radio will be 


made May 1. CBS and affiliates, it’s | 


reported, have copped a majority of 
them, 

One of the awards is skedded for 
Ed Murrow, Columbia foreign cor- 
respondent, 


Baby Snooks To 


CBS For Summer; 
Kate Smith Of 


Departure of the Kate Smith 
Friday night CBS hour for the sum-| 
mer, starting June 16, cues switch 


of “Maxwell House Coffee Time” 


from NBC to CBS to fill the first | 


e 


p.m.) of 
starring Fannie Brice 


the show. 


half (8-8:30 
“Cotfee Time,” 


ent 


New 


format being set up as <¢ 
the Heinz 
Monday night 


for 


Please” 


NBC show, spotting Rose Bampton 


as featured soloist and Wilfred Pel- 
letier as orch conductor in a straight 
musical program, will complete what 
top errors 
in programming on the part of any, 
of the major networks. In fact, 
seen as precipitating the demand for 
general reshuffling of night-time 
shows to achieve a maximum of 
divertissement. 
“Info” goes off 
an eight-week hiatus. Currently, in 
the 9:30-10 p.m. slot, it 
break in what otherwise is a straight | 
run-through of in 
the classical and semi-classical idiom | 


iLSs 


as 


about 
offers a 


musical stat 


July 1 
| 


INFO’ SUB JAMS NBC SKE 


AG ‘Stores Earmark Up to $25,000,000 


For Installation of Tele Equipment 
In Bid for Increased Postwar Biz 


Gabber $ Grabber 


One network announcer, in 
N. Y. only a vear-and-a half. and 
with only two years experience 
before that, earned $220 for him- 
self in one day, Friday (21). He 


hasn't made less than $700 per 
week since last December. and 
several weeks hit well over the 


$1.000 mark. 
And _ his 

anything to 

listener! 


name doesn't mean 


the average radio 


beginning at 8:30 with the Firestone- | 
Richard Crooks program and termi- | n¢ Xe ange 


nating at 10:30 with the Carnation- 
Contented program which features 
Josephine Antoine. Sandwiched in 
between is the Bell Telephone Hour, 
likewise geared to longhaired audi- 


ences, 
-Thus, it’s pointed out, when the 
Heinz switch from “Info” to the Pel- 


letier-Rose Bampton combo is put 


into effect the classical marathon will 


Mulls Buying 
Town Meeting’ 


Newest and in some respects one 


have an uninterrupted neee <i Mon- | of the strangest recruits to radio as 
ae > > < > o 1 
day night’s most valuable listening |g goodwill builder, according to re- 


time. Any one of these programs 
individually might command a great 


drawing power, but such an unin- 
terrupted stretch of the same type 
of program, it’s pointed out, is bound 
to work to the detriment of the net- 
work, the and the shi 

Some fears are already being ex- 
pressed that the unusual concert tal- | 
lineup for the Bell Telephone | 
summer series, which will include | 
Fritz Kreisler’s air debut on July 17, 


IWS. 


sponsor 


and such other topnotchers as Ezio 
Pinza. Casadesus, Marian Anderson, 
Bidu Sayao, ete., will be tuned out } 
iby the satiated dial twister. Par- | 


and Frank Morgan, and Kate Smith | 


session are both sponsored by Gen- 
eral Foods and the sponsor will prob- 


ably take the -interval on NBC for 
the 13-week summer period. An- 
chor-Hocking Glass program, “Cor- 
liss Archer.” moves over from, its 


present Saturday afternoon spot to 
occupy the final (8:30-9 p.m.) half. 

When Kate Smith went off 
summer, “Corliss Archer” occupied 
the last half-hour as a sustainer. 

Young & Rubicam, agency fo) 
General Foods, also mulling a re- 
“ment for the Bristol-Myers 
Tavern” Blue airer with 
decision due next week. “Silver 
Theatre.” CBS Sundays, will switch 
for summer with starlets and voung- 
sters on their way wp replacing 
name talent. 


last 


wian 


Maj. Andre Baruch Gets 
Ted Husing’s Spot 


Gracie Fields 


In CBS Hospital Series, 


Maj 


recently from an overse’s assign- 


Andre Baruch, who returned | 


ment, apparently looks set as perma- | 


nent “coordinator” on the new CBS- 
War Dept. show, “Visiting Hours s 
which bows in Saturday (29) after- | 
noon. Baruch was picked over the 


weekend to take over the job pre- 


viously assigned to Ted Husing, wno 


was relieved of the role in order to 
sume Sat. turfeasting, also on 29th 
Only official announcement forth- 
coming thus far is that Baruch would 
take over on the first program, but 


decision is expected within a few 
davs stating that the Special Service: 
officer will stay with the program at 
least through the first 13 weeks, 

Program will also spect a pic star 
and sports world celeb on the tour ef 
the hospitals and aimed at giving 
the public a better understanding ot 
wounded GI's, his hopes for the fu- 
ture, etc. 


Spotting of an Army man on the} 


show and its direct War Dept. tieup 
would indicate that the program will 
remain a sustainer and not be put up 


for sponsorship. 


volved at 


the fa 
which 


ticularly in view of 


Firestone program, immedi- 


ately precedes it. is also switching its | 
summer format to include a guestar | 


policy. 


Into Bergen Spot 


Fields will be the summer |} 
Chase & Sanborn, 


‘ra and top name 


Gracie 
replacement for 
with a studio orches 
cuesters. Edgar Bergen program goes 
off for the summer on May 28, with 
the comedienne teeing off June 4. 

Paul Whiteman was 


approached 


for the summer show, depending on 
his Philto-"“Variety” “Iall of Fame 
commitment. but Philco is staying on 


ith a full hour of “relax with | 
| 


resuming the “Hall of Fame’ 


music, 
paitern over the same Blue network | 
in the fall. 


‘Cresta Blanca’ Moves 
To CBS Tues. 9:30 Slot | 


In Swap With ‘Report’ « 


out reports current when 


Bearing 


tched 


‘Cresta Blanca Carnival’ sw 
from Weintraub to BBD&O a few 
eeks ago. the Morton Gould-Alec | 
Templeton I sical half-hour CBS 
sho gets a ne¢ time ot May 2 
Agency transfei ot off | 
June 1 but time switch takes efiect 
one month earlier. 

“Carnival” goes into the slot here- 
toiore occ ipied DY “Re port to the 
Nation” at 9:30 Tuesday night ith 
the Quentin Reynolds dramatic news 

i the 10:30! 


presentation inheriting 
p.m. Wecine 
3. Deal is a stra 

format or per 


no 
inis time, 


ffective May 


it time swap with | 


sonnel changes in- |} 


| 


Troy.— Mildred Lamberton, WTRY | 
receptionist, has joined the Marines | 
and is attending quartermaster | 
school. 


that the | stress liberal attitude by Wall Street- 


liable information, is the N. Y. Stock 
Exchange which 


reportedly is giv- 
ing serious consideration to the idea | 
of sponsoring the Blue web sustainer. | 
“America’s Town Meeting.” 
Just what sort of message the bulls 
and bears wish to impart in com- 


mercial copy should they assume 
“Town Meeting” sponsorship is not 


known but presumably the exchange | 


is anxious tO promote confidence 


among the rank and file and feel: 
radio is the medium to use. Choice 
of a free discussion forum such as 


the Blue sustainer apparently is a 
move for prestige and intended to 


;ers as regards topics of the day, 


;ments In 
|might be persuaded that going into | 
{radio is desirable, 


Reported deal, of course. 
okayed by net execs and “Meeting” 
board headed by George V. Denny if 
and when Big Board directors make 
their bid for the program. Feeling 
seems to be that conservative ele-, 
Wall Street, while they 


must be 


would 
from putting their 
controversial forum discussions. 
On the other hand, it’s pointed out 
“Meeting” might suffer somewhat in 


hinterla 


veer 
tagline on 


away | 
the 


+ 


msvener response in tne 


Where “Wall Street’ to many is a 
bogey of fearsome dimensions 
Feared also, in some quarters, that 
{radical elements might hop on the 
program, if sponsored by the Ex- | 
change, to raise accusations of “col- | ° 
oring news, gag rule,” etc., no matte 
how rigidly Denny stuck te the for- 


mula now used, 


Radiowise observers, therefore 


feel that if the Stock Exchange does | 


make a network bow it will be as 
sponsor Of a symphony orch or some 
equally innocuous (as far as public 


opinion is concerned) 


| gram. 


“Town Meeting,” however, con- 
tinues to be a live prospect for spon- 
Newsweek mag, anfong 


n the red-hot dickering stage 


arship with 


AGCY. TO SYNDICATE 


PIC ON TELE PREEM 
J. Walt The pson agency's f 

venture into television pro L10 
pets an inveiling Friday (go) 
| GE’s WRGB, Schenectady, \ n the 
American Newspaper Publisher's 
Assm, meets in its closing conventior 
session. Original 12-minute sketcl 
will be filmed during staging ar 


agency to syndicate the film 


pians 


+ Use of 


type of pre- | 


television by department 


| stores looms as one of the most im- 
j; portant facets of the post. ight 
j;and sound industry. The video me- 
| dium as a merchandising agent has 
been overshadowed by bally al { 
} general postwar expansion in the 
telecasting fields, but the merchan- 


; dising outlets have been iling up 


uge financial reserves during the 


war, and are ready to spend between 
15 and 25 million dollars fon stalla- 


ntra-store video equipment 

Mérchandising experts for 
outlets have always r 
problem as being primarily visual 
and have. therefore. made 
| tively little use of radio for 
However, experts 


regarded thei 


compara- 
advertise 
these rate 


Ing. 


tele as hav ingg a 10 tu i udvantage 
over radio and 4 to 1 over news- 


paper ads. They also see in intra- 
| departmental use of tele an efficient 
|} means of reaching the estimated 3.- 
| 000,000 who pass through the nation’s 
department stores daily. Hence, tele- 
; Casts on properly located screens, it's 
| felt. will not only provide an effec- 
| tive means of reaching this large 
| audience, but also provide a method 


| for traffic control. 

| Tele equipment managers have 

| produced and are currently taking 

| orders for so-called “jeep” outfits 
which are used by the stores. These 

| outfits average about $25,000 for a> 


layout, including cameras, 30-50 re- 
and coaxial! installation that 
require an FCC lieense foi 

The image is thrown 
2 x 3-foot screen with 
located in spots where 
not be responsible for 
customer movement. This 
restrooms, lounges, clothing depart- 
and other divisions where 
| traffic is usually lighter than on the 
29) 


Kesten Trip Cues 
Invasion Hunch 


of CBS, 


ceivers 
don't 
eration. ona 
the receivers 
they would 
tving up 
includes 


i ments 


(Continued on page 


| 


Paul W. Kesten, exec v.p 


shoves off for England soon as the 
network gears its overseas setup in 
preparation for D-day. Thus Co- 
lumbia’s two toppers will be operate 


ing out of London, with prexy Will- 
iam S. Pale 
General Eisenhower's 


Kesten’s as 


currently attached to 
headquarters, 


signment, however is 


cued to CBS invasion operations 
and not identified with Government 
service He’) confer vith Paley 


ile in Londo: 


Dr. Frank S. Stanton. network v.p., 


Ail Carry 


\ much of the increasingly 
heav} 


load during Kesten’s absence. 
Further tipoff that, so far as the 

| major webs’ newsrooms are con- 
cerned, *“‘on your mark” tempo is 


predicated on an Imminent 
Paul White, di- 
public affairs and 


CBS. cancelled him- 


came this week when 
rector of 


+ 


broadcasts foi 


elf off the forthcoming Institute for 

cation ob Ra at Col pus 

W é i kedded for a ent 

ost ews trenc adi Rea- 

‘ given by White for st rig | 

N. Y. was the stepped up activitie ' 

( Al R ) 

B. Ne VC itate 

g tne discussion, has been eare 

ked { particuiar atiention by 

aeiegates interested in post-war 

trends. Whi vas scheduled es one 

of e panel participants. 


for presentation by video outlets in| 
N. Y., Philly, Chi and Hollywood. | CRIME SEEKS PAYOFF 


Publishers will view “Story of the 
Opera,” scripted by Nancy Hamilton, 
legit author and actress, and di- 
rected by Sherman Price. 


Project is} 
under supervision of Tom Weatherly | 
and Gene Kuehne, JWT video execs, | 


series stanza 


A new crime a. 
“Jimmy, the Trusty.” is making the 
rounds of the agencies in search of 
a sponsor, First three sianzas have 
been plattered. 


who have lined up troupes of Broad-; Series is authored and produced 
way performers for the cast by Jimmy Collins. 


| 


| 
| 
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130) 


SET FOR 


Around the clock when the great attack comes, the 
official news—by tuning in WNEW, 1130 on your dial, America’s 
greatest independent station. This tells what we've arranged for you. 


Invasion is coming! 
Exact day and minute are known to only a chosen few. 
But for every WNEW listener the word ‘‘Attack”’ will 


throw into operation a remarkable” plan~ of, invasion 
news coverage. 


Through WNEW you, the listener, will move in with 
the first invasion wave .. . set foot on enemy soil. . . 
hear every bit of new's as fast as it’s released, 


Regular five-minute reports from the great newsroom 
of the Daily News every hour_on the half-hour... . 
special around-the-clock editions every quarter-hour ... 


short-wave transmissions in cooperation with the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation—all are ready. Every pro- 
gram stands by for all bulletins as they come in., 


This WNEW invasion coverage plan, was evolved 
through countless days of planning and ‘research, trial 
and retrial. 


It’s all set, now. And it’s good! 


Such service as this-—bringing you ALL the news ALL 
the time, 24 hours a day—is one of many reasons why 
more people listen to WNEW than to_any other non- 
network station in the country, 


SA DAI NATIONALLY. REPRESENTED BY JOHN BLAIR & 


| 
> 
| 
| 501 Madison Avenue, New York 22, New York. | 
\ 
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Air Tag Dropped by Army-Navy 


Washington, April 25. 

Army-Navy “disclaimers” on air 
shows originating in camps or fea- 
turing military personnel, are now 
out the window. It is no longer 
necessary for stations and webs to 
announce that Uncle Sam is not 
sponsoring or endorsing the project 
plugged in the commercial. 

The new Army-Navy policy is 
made clear in letters to NAB, by 
spokesmen for the uniformed serv- 
ices. 

Major Jack W. Harris, acting chief 
of the Army Radio Branch, wrote: 

“War Dept. is happy to be able to 
advise you that, effective immedi- 
ately, the disclaimer which it has 
required be used on _ broadcasts 
emanating from Army installations, 
is no longer necessary.” 

Lt. Commander J. Harrison Hart- 
ley, in charge of Navy radio, wrote: 

“It is no longer necessary to use 
a disclaimer clause when (1) a com- 
mercial program originates from a 
Naval, Marine Corps or Coast Guard 
establishment and (2) when person- 
nel of Navy, Marine Corps or Coast 
Guard are participants in a com- 
mercial program, provided no en- 
dorsement of the product advertised 
is inferred and that in the case of 
participation of personnel, no com- 
mercial announcement is used im- 
mediately preceding or immediately 
following such appearances, 

“A musical curtain, bridge, or any 
other form of definite break will be 
adequate separation between Naval 
personnel and commercial announce- 
ments.” 


Feltis Stays With KFAB 
Omaha, April 25. 

Hugh Feltis, manager of the 
Central States Broadcasting Co., re- 
mains as manager of KFAB since 
divorce of that station from KOIL. 
Latter station will get new manager 
s0on, 

KFAB will establish an office in 
Omaha, but retain its transmitter at 
Lincoln. 


Keach 


ACTIVE 
SALT LAKE 
MARKET 


S. S. FOX, President 
W. E. WAGSTAFF, Com. Mgr. 


JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
National Representative 


BOSWELL SUSTAINER 
SLATED TO LEAVE 


The Connee Boswell-Jack Pepper- 
Paul Whiteman  sustainer aired 
Wednesday nights at 7 o’clock for the 
past several weeks on the Blue net- 
work is slated to leave the air as 
soon as web sales execs straighten 
out a replacement problem. Boswell 
stanza was skedded for bowout May 
3 but it looks now as though this 
may be postponed a few weeks. 

Manhattan Soap Co. was slated for 
the spot with “Scramby Amby,” now 
heard on NBC’s West Coast loop for 
Sweetheart soap, but deal has not 
yet reached final stages, according 
to the Blue. 


KELLY UPPED AT WCOL 


Columbus, April 25. 

Jack Kelley, a member of the sales 
staff for the past several years, has 
been promoted to station manager of 
WCOL by Kenneth B. Johnson, gen. 
mer. 

Latter has asked FCC approval to 
sell the station for $250,000 to Lloyd 
Pixley and others. 


Joan’s June Experiment 
On Situation Scripts 
Joan Davis is trying an experi- 
ment for four weeks in June with 
her “Sealtest” show by veering into 
a situation scripting idea. The come- 
dienne decided that “getting those 
yaks and boffs every week is too 
tough; look how well Fibber & 
Molly, the Aldrich Family and 
others get along when they have a 
good situation wherein to present 
their comedy.” 
Comedienne returned to the Coast 


over the weekend after. several 
weeks East on camp shows, etc. 


‘Politics Lures Garland 
From WBBM Sales Post 


Chicago, April 25. 

Charles H. Garland has resigned 
as assistant sales manager of WBBM 
to devote more time to being mayor 
of Des Plaines, Ill, and to campaign 
for Congressman in his district 
where he won the primary election 
two weeks ago by a three-to-one 
margin. Garland joined WBBM in 
1925 as a musician-program-director- 
announcer, later switching to the 
sales staff. He was appointed assist- 
ant sales manager in 1941, 

No successor to Garland will be 
named and his accounts will be di- 


vided among WBBM salesmen. 


Coast Shipbuilders Doubling on Air 
Build ‘Wisco Show Into 12.8 Hooper 


MURRAY, KDKA, QUITS 
FOR WJZ SALES POST 


Pittsburgh, April 25. 

James Murray, of KDKA sales force, 
is leaving local Westinghouse station, 
May 1, to become sales promotion 
manager of WJZ, New York. Murray, 
a former newspaperman and sports- 
caster, joined KDKA two years ago 
as publicity director and sales pro- 
motion chief. Several months ago he 
transferred to the sales department. 

Before that, for six years, he was 
press-agent of WCAE, Hearst station, 
and had his own sports program 
there in addition to broadcasting be- 
tween-periods color at Pitt football 
games, 


AFRA’s Convention 


Sixth annual convention of the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists will be held August 25-27 at 
the Carter Hotel, Cleveland. Re- 
ports of the national secretary, Emily 
Holt, and national treasurer, George 
Heller, will be submitted to the 189 
delegates. 


Portland, Ore., April 25. 
Local radio moguls have been set 


back on their heels by the way the 
“We Work for Wisco” program, fea- 
turing an all-employee shipyard cast, 
has climbed in the Hooper ratings 
until it tops all other Portland-pro- 
duced shows and the majority of net- 
work efforts. 

According to the advance dope, the 
latest Hooper gives “Wisco” a rating 
of 12.8, with 45.5% of the listening 
audience. 


The rating comes as a birthday 
present for the show sponsored by 
the Williamette Iron & Steel Corp., 
which preemed on KGW, April 4. 

Now heard over the CBS, KOIN, 
Sunday night, “Wisco” features 2 15- 
piece band directed by Jerry Van 
Hoomissen of the plate-shop and Sam 
Amato, who is in charge of a com- 
pany tool-room on Dock 4. 

Margaret Carroll, vocalist, works 
in the shipwright department; Tommy 
Cauthers, a time-checker; Pat Smith, 
Irish tenor, ditto; and Freddy King 
in the sheet-metal shop. George 
Wilhelm, announcer, is a burner. 

All performers are paid at full 
union rates; rehearse entirely outside 
of working hours. The show is 
carried by KOIN on a commercial 
basis. 


THE BIGGEST WINDOW IN THE WORLD 


There's going to be a brand-new window in» 
your home... the most exciting window you've 
ever had. Your television screen! 

Through that window, your vision will not, 
be limited to the commonplace views your 


eyes know s0 


well. The whole world ‘will 


“come alive” with startling clarity right before 
your eyes. News, entertainment, all the things 


you want to see 


as well as hear... 


As soon as peace permits, you'll want the 
best television receiver you can buy. DuMont 


LLEN B. DUMON 
TELEVISION 


T LAB 
$TUDIO§$ AND STATION W2XWV, $13 


a” 


ORATORIES, INC., GENERAL OFFICES AND 


will build it. The time is not far ‘away, 

The device that made clear reception pos- 
sible—the very heart of television—is the 
DuMont Cathode Ray Tube. The background 
in precision electronics that has produced 
scores of other DuMont firsts will also serve 


‘to make your DuMont Receiver a masterpiece. 


This means you will enjoy the truest, clearest 
kind of television reception through your 
DuMont Receiver Screen...the biggest win- 


dow in the world! 


PLANT, 2 MAIN AVEN 
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MADISON AVENUE, NEWYORK 22, NEW YORK 
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. . paid to do it! 


At NBC, keeping a constant eve 
on the time isn’t an office weakness. 
Far from it! It’s an exacting job— 
a job to be done as conscientiously 
as any other, because in no other 
business is split-second accuracy 


more important. 


At NBC there are men who have the task 
of traveling from studio to studio, in and out 
of control rooms, faithfully making all the 
‘rounds, to look clocks in the face and check 


their behavior. 


Some might think that unnecessary because 
the hundreds of NBC clocks are electrically 


svnehronized with a master-control system 


They ali tune to the 


National 


Broadcasting Company 


It’s a National Habit 


that does not vary more than one-third of a 
second a day. 


But the clock-watcher with his master 
timepiece is a double check against possible 
mechanical failure... just one more precau- 
tion in avoiding error... just another example 
of the attention NBC gives to the “little things” 


that make the hig things possible. 


The accomplishments that have earned NBC 
its recognition as America’s Number One 
Network are the sums of a multitude of small 
tasks that get great attention... small tasks 
which are combined with the efforts of the 
advertisers and agencies who use its services 
with the result that NBC is “the Netawori: 
Most People Listen to Most.” 


America’s No. 1 Network 


A Service of Radio 
Corporation of America 
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From the: Produc 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


John U. Reber, of J. Walter Thompson agency, left for Coast Monday 
(24) accompanied by Joe Bigelow, to set summer replacement shows for 
agency's clients....Wayne Tiss and Doc Geissinger, BBD&O West Coast 
radio execs, in town last week for huddles on summer replacement prob- 
lems, ete....Dick Todd, “Basin St.” groaner, south for a couple of weeks 
in effort to kayo lingering cold by sun treatments. Tommy Taylor spotted 
as replacement by Tee Welles of Lennen & Mitchell... Steve Ellis. WMCA 
sportscaster, due for Pathe News audition as gabber on Sportscope shorts 
....Franklin Owens joins N. W. Ayer as time buyer this week. He was 
with Benton & Bowles in a similar capacity. Previously he was associ- 
ated with NBC, B.B.D.&O., and Maxon....General Motors has renewed 
sponsorship of the NBC Symphony for a second year beginning in 
August. Toscanini again heads conductors....Tom Morgan, vet news- 
paperman, author and foreign correspondent, joins the staff of WOV 
today (26). He’s slated to do a 10-minute stanza of news analysis 
five times weekly, Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:05-6:15 p.m.....Gilbert Seldes, CBS 
video topper, will discuss tele programming prospects Thursday (27) 
before the Dramatic Workshop of the New School for Social Research. 
Clarence L, Menser, NBC program chief, is slated for spiel May 4.... 
Aileen Soares, formerly with the NBC publicity staff and recently a Blue 
networker in the same capacity, resigned from Earl Mullins’ department 
Friday (21) to join the OWI for an overseas assignment....Maggie Fowler, 
Radio Hall of Fame amanuensis, out of St. Luke’s following strep infection. 
DeVere Engelbach, HOF producer-director, another illness victim. doctor- 
ing in between his production chores....Radie Harris returns as a Holly- 
wood and Broadway commentator via “53 Club” Crawford Clothes spon- 
sored WMCA, N. Y., airer on Sunday (30). She replaces Shirley Eder, 
who recently married and is moving to Texas. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Maurice Bergman, Universal Pictures Eastern publicity director, was in 
town last week lining up time and making arrangements for extensive 
radio campaign in this territory. With many newspapers cutting down 
copy due to newsprint situation, money that would have been spent with 
them is being switched to radio, he said....Winton Brown, CBS network 
salesman, has passed his physical....Patti Clayton, NBC National Barn 
Dance singer, leaves for New York around May 1 to visit her husband, a 
Navy seaman, who is stationed there....Hoosier Hot Shots head for Hol- 
lywood on May 7 to make their first film for Columbia under new contract 
that calls for eight pictures....William E. Ware, general manager KWFC, 
Hot Springs, and Arthur J. Casey, of KMOX, St. Louis, were visitors last 
week....Bob Price, of Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample, in New York in con- 
nection with switch of “Light of the World” from NBC to CBS....Walt 
Schwimmer in Hollywood to complete arrangements for airing Coronet 
Storyteller show -from there....Danny O'Neil, WBBM-CBS tenor, starts 
an engagement at Chicago theatre May 5....Lee Strahorn, producer for 
Foote, Cone and Belding, N. Y., in town renewing acquaintances along 
radio row....Jack Owens has rejoined Breakfast Club as male vocalist 
after being off show since 1936 when he went to Hollywood. Since leaving 
here he has written “Hut Sut Song,” “Hi Neighbor” and other tunes.... 
Roy McLaughlin, formerly on the WENR and Blue spot sales staff, has been 
added to sales department of the Blue Network’s central division. 

Fletcher Wiley in town for confab with Paul Gibson....Alex Dreier, NBC 


commentator, addresses students of the Medill School of Journalism today 
(Wed.) on “A War Correspondent Reports”. 


on Centres 
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Nicoll to London As 
Assistant to Morgan 


Oliver W. Nicoll, formerly with 
Radio Features of America and 
later regional production supervisor 
of short-wave wrograms for the 
overseas branch ot the OWI, is now 
in London as deputy chief of broad- 
casting for the Psychological War- 
fare Branch of the Allied Command. 

Nicoll, as assistant to Brewster 
Morgan, will be in charge of pro- 
gram operations and production in 
London for broadcasts originating in 
the North Atlantic theatre. 


DYER SELLS WSBC, 
CHICAGO, TO MILLERS 


Chicago, April 25. 

In compliance with FCC ruling 
that prohibits dual ownership Gene 
Dyer has sold station WSBC, one of 
his three radio properties here, to 
Julius and Oscar Miller for approxi- 
mately $100,600 subject to FCC ap- 
proval. Station has been on the air 
since 1925, operating on 250 watts 
and specializing on foreign language 
programs. 

Julius Miller, one of the new own- 
ers is head of J. Miller advertising 
«gency and has produced foreign 
programs, mostly on WSBC, for past 


15 years. No changes in staff con- 
templated by new owners, when 
they take over and seme _ studios 


will be retained. 


Set Up Faculty For 


Television Seminar 


Radio Executives Club television 
seminar starts its 15 weeks of lec- 
tures on May 18, with Richard Hub- 
bell as co-ordinator, Murray Grab- 
horn, club’s_prexy. announced vester- 
day (Tues.) at monthly meeting of 
Television Press Club in N. Y. He 
also announced the television semi- 
nar faculty as to date comprising Dr. 
A. N. Goldsmith, C. B. Jollifee, R. B. 
Austrian, Edgar Kobak, Ag«thur 
Levey, Paul Raibourn, Gilbert Seldes, 
C. L. Menser, Worthington Miner, 
E. C. Cole (Yale Drama School), 
Louis Winner and T. F. Joyce. 
Speakers at first seminar meeting 
will be FCC Commissioner James L. 
Fly, Niles Trammel and Dr. Gold- 
smith. 


Inside Stuft—Radio 


Radio actors, writers and directors form the backbone of the new “Stage 
for Action” organization whose primary purpose is to channel mimeoe 
graphed one-act scripts to groups around the country interested in proe 
jecting the free democracy cause. 

Fund raising drive for $7.500 got a rousing sendoff last week (19) when 
the organization put on three 20-minute playlets at the Henry Hudson 
hotel, N. Y., scripts being authored by Norman Corwin, the CBS writer- 
director-producer; Ben Hecht and Arthur Miller. Such radioites as Minerva 
Pious and Joseph Julian pitched fn on acting chores. John T. McManus, 
film critic of the N. Y. tab, PM, acted as m.c., of the fund-raising drive, 
with Fredric March contributing $750. Latter was accompanied by Mrs. 


Eleanor Roosevelt, who spoke. 


Paul Whiteman’s orchestra. 


of swell vacation weeks.” 


make some other kid happy today?” 


the country. 


When Eddie Cantor arrived early Sunday (23) morning from a Utica 
(N.Y.) hospital base for his guest shot on “Radio Hall of Fame,” he was 
startled by a cheerful “thank you” from Sammy Weiss, drummer with 
Cantor, still in a fog from a bad ride, couldn’t 
fathom what this unduly pollyanna drummer was thanking him for. 

“It’s thanks for 25 years ago,” said Weiss, “when the Eddie Cantor Boys’ 
Camp took me from an east side tenement district and gave me a couple 


“Well, if you're that grateful,” said Canter, “how about kicking in and 


Weiss donated $25. 


Unusual tieup has been effected between Billy Rose, producer of “Car- 
men Jones” at the Broadway, N. Y., and a number of radio stations around 
Producer is shipping copies of the “Jones” album, which has 
just been recorded by Decca, to the various station managers, with per- 
mission to play the discs, otherwise banned from air performances. 

Proviso, however, is that the station give it some semblance of a “pro- 
duction,” and not just toss off a single side of the platter. 


‘Time Views’ Sold To 
Welch’s Grape Juice 


Chicago, April 25. 

Welch’s Grape Juice has signed a 
52-week contract for a three-a-week 
daytime show, 4:30-4:45 p.m. ‘(EWT) 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, on 
the Blue network. Show bought is 
“Time Views the News,’ now sus- 
taining, and Welch preem is set for 
June 5. 

Irene Rich will be piped in from 
Hollywood once a week for com- 
mercials. Deal was set through H. W. 
Kastor & Sons. 


WHBC PLANS FM 
Canton, April 25. 

The Ohio Broadcasting Co. has 
filed with the FCC for permission to 
install FM facilities on behalf of 
WHBC. Equipment and tower 
changes must be made. 

Station's FM plans are part of post- 
war expansion program. 


BILL TROTTER IN ROW 
WITH WREC; RESIGNS 


Memphis, April 25. 

Bill Trotter, producton manager at 
WREC and long-time ace announcer, 
has quit the local CBS outlet in a 
disagreement over working condi- 
tions. 

Trotter was known on national air- 
lanes for his handling of all network 
band broadcasts from the Skyway 
atop the Peabody hotel, in which the 
station is located. Originally joined 
WREC 10 years ago as a singer, be- 
coming production manager nearly 
four years ago. 

Future plans unrevealed as yet. 


GUEDEL QUITS SEEDS 


Hollywood, April 25. 
John Guedel is bowing out of Rus- 
sell Seeds Agency as radio v.p. to 
devote full time to “People Are 
Funny” and new Charlotte Green- 
wood shows, latter being titled “Life 
With Charlotte.” 


this country. 
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wish for a happy birthday, April 28th. 


Thanks, 


For the nice things you have said about us all over 


Now it’s our turn to say something nice about you. 


We think you are super-terrifie and send you every good 


DAN 


and all your friends at NCAC, 


| 
| 
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| | 
| 
| | 
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ARTHUR HOPKINS PRESENTS 1 far s pler one. Radio drama. to! Redemption,” etic. Chalk up as an| BASEBALL Mo @ mann Waste ang 
(“Our Town") loffset the need of staging. ha own | addec advantage the 60-minute | With Lefty Gomez, Ethan Alien ii 
With Frank Craven, Evelyn Varden, | particular technique. And vet, the | period allotted for the series, which | Writer: Sam Levine _Programs, ali separate and dis- 
Helen Carew Thomas Koss, Phil, choice of the Wilder play could notiis sufficient time to transte! tne Daily, 2:15 p.m. (10 Mins.) and Post-! tinct, will feature Arn ¥ and Navy 
Coolidge, Mary Patton, others, have been a happier one, for the} plays almost their entirety. But} game (15 Mins.) personnel, wives of men in the sery. 
Producer: Arthur Hopkins laaanner in which W ‘onceived | it'll still have the obstacle of that | RUPPERT BREWERY ice, women in uniform, Red Crosg 
Director: Wynn Wright O T nt its ‘ ell to} 11:30 p “curtain time | WINS-New York | workers, ete. Main feature of figs 
escapable at ‘ iutho i Op intage. for he can 4 ree ers so a»where on t Italia. 
Mins.; Wed., 11:50 p.m. le the or Lightning struck at the Ruppert? front, both from thei: Talian 
o have r the itte: utilize "VE ne origi- il, 1 their wiy 
Su taining | ha ee! o f the |] ei ( Brewery, N. Y., this spring and}... i ves, one 
WEAT-NBC, New York for the | someone in authority woke up to 
Just as Thornton Wilders “Ou Radio long e narration; Thus Frank ¢ en, currently ap- obvious fact that the ideal baseball | home should be and the other de. 
emerged on the Br tec} ( o d time, | pearing in the legsiter “Mrs. January a unl cidely what that same letie: should 
ago an neri- | be mo expert] and M ack at his old | co not be. Margaret Chapin and Elcte * 
‘ Grov Cc tand as the stage | Of former big leaguers who know Morris read the divervent 
‘ stavcing S ‘ ve l ere rif ers < Slay " « i¢tters 
| sing, ) i \ ed their stuff chatting. As a result of Karolyn Harris is the 
Top h te) ‘oO er \ i ine nanaLge ! n ‘ a} 5 altractiy 
} , utilized the same . tola ored Tov e pre-dater the radio in ) ym eq as eflect- | being driven home to a sponsor the| Voice eminine m.c, ormer femme 
i to radio i ( ( a no po i] ( narratol Ve as O} tage lis ( yoper, 3 of NBC 5 Carnation Milk Show Miss 
AY theatre of t i} Al- | stvle 1 Hop a ed | who rar idaptati ant : . : Harris knows her way around and 
ey cuc- | Lefty Gomez, former Yankee, and lid her introductory stint 
ti Harri proauce} ) the i io ni il Al ine cure? u Ethan Allen. ex-Giant and. until the ak ictory stint Dcrsone 
Pi er Prize legit play sed ) ) ) Ju nw sucee ceede hany of the) ¥ 1 = th ably. A featured name on the ny ne 
co and dari! n attempting a e long series will be must! play’s poignant momei Also back | GIFector ne a, }ber one show was Chaplain John 
ie les were Evelyn | tional Leagues yearly baseball film Davis of the Valley For G 
f p true | Vard He] Care The s Ross | Short, for pre-and-post-game sessions | fro pital who clicked with } 
op ‘onjyure u tne ae) ) ins © rue rcie i : = « Ac ViItn Is 
at kins’ task lrat the e il yse- | an Phil Coolidge. all of whom were WINS, N. Y. (Gillette sponsors ous sincerity 
UPKINS Lask l tne , dramas age ich anda i Ol Se. all A whom Wel is sl y. Vaters, 
first of his NBC ciramatic series was quent adaptations i Tolstoi's rhe topnotch. Rose. j the actual pia: 3 pl < of Gian j LL 


LANNY and 


GREY 


Radio's Most Prolific Jingle Creators and 
Novelty Harmony Singing Team 


Heard Eleven Times Weekly 


ROYAL SCARLET COFFEE 


WOR—Mondays thru Fridays, 9:25 A.M. 
featuring one of the most novel radio 
ideas in years 


“SING A SENTENCE”’ 


“Presenting Lanny and Ginger’ 


Blue Net.—Mondays thru Fridays, 
10:40 A.M. 


“*MONEY-GO-ROUND”’ 


WJZ-Blue—Sat. Nights, 11:30 P.M. 
* 


Thanks te 
Herb "Flash" Gordon—and 


XOX 


Established 1808 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Inc. 


New Vork-Chicago-Hollywood-Londoa 


' and Yankee games on the same out-| 
let with Don Dunphy and Bill Slater | 
as mikemen.) 


| Gomez and Allen make a_ good 
| combination. They know what | 


| they're talking about, (which will be} 
a relief to listeners who also know 
the game) and, judging from their 
early broadcasts, are developing an 
mike manner, Pre-game_ ses- 
are scripted by Sam Levine 
(WINS) and consist of rundowns of 


| easy 
sions 


| previous day's games, pitching 
| choices and the day’s lineups, etc. 
| The boys hoke it up a bit with 


rabid Yankee 
ditto for the “Jints.” 


Gomez in the role of 


fan and Allen 


| The aftergame stanzas, ad libbed. | 
show the duo at its best. Gomez, one | 
of b.b.’s characters as well as a} 
| pitching immortal, provides plenty | 
| of laughs while Allen, former Cincy | 
| collegian, also chips in with info. } 
incidents and interesting diamond | 


| lore spotted between reports of the 
| day’s scores around both circuits. | 

The next time lightning strikes it | 
might drive home the fact that the 
ideal guys to broadcast the actual 
ball games are former big leaguers. 
| Frankie Frisch did a good job of it 


in Boston a few years back and 
| Waite Hoyt gets signed up again 


| each year out in Cincinnati. Donn, 


| “G-I WIFE” 
| Producer: Joe Gottlieb 
Writer: Si Shaltz 
| Special Music: Johnny Warrington 
| 15 Mins.; Thursday, 4:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
| WCAU, Phila. 


| 

| New 15-minute session looked 
| smooth and promising at teeoff. | 
| especially figuring that some. of| 
| the explanatory details and intro-| 


ductory material necessar- for such! 
a new series as this can be dispensed 
with in future installments. Idea as| 
expressed in title, is to be of interest | 
; to service men’s wives, sw eethearts, | 
| Sisters, etc., and to present thei 
problems, their sides of the old war- 
time situation and to answer some 
of their queries. Sj Shaltz, assistant 
city editor on the Record here and 
mugg in Philly, has 


| 
| 


| also “Variety” 


| handled the writing assignment 
| easily and without affectation and 
| he and Joe Gottlieb, in the direc-! 


torial chair, seem to have fused their) 


Albany B. B. Sold 
Albany, April 25. 

Broadcasts of the Albany Eastern 
League baseball games will be spon. 
sored on WABY this season by Tobin 
Meat Packing Co. 

Play-by-players have not vet been 
chosen. 


M-G-M's ‘2 Sisters and a_ Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGKAM, Friday 
10 p.m, EWT 


Met.: LOU CLAYTON 


AND HIS 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


Personal Management 


ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 


Direction: William Morris Agcy. 


Specializing tn 
The Lield 


Carl Oppenheimer 
C.P.A. 
Business and Tax Consultant 


6331 HOLLYWOOD BLVD. 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 
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“JACK BUNDY’S CARNIVAL” 
With Jack Bundy, Sunny 


Stanley's 4 
Producer: Bob Shepar 
39 Mins., Sats., 3:30 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WOR-Mutual, New York 


Skylar, latter 
Monica Lewis, Bob Shepherd, Bob Featured on several network stan- 


This is a typical afternoon musi- | 


stanza, but lacks an 
can hold the 
snappy delivery and 
good material. Jack Bundy doesn't 
fli the bill, despite the buildup 
given him by Mutual as “that man 
from Milwaukee,” with a long vaude 


cal-variety 
who 
with 


emcee 
together 


| very 
prograra | 


career, who recently arrived in N.Y. | 


to head the new scries. 

Initia] stanza on April 15 failed 
io jell because of poor chatter ma- 
terial between numbers by Sunny 
Skylar, Monica Lewis and Bob Stan- 
jey's excellent musical crew, en- 
lareed for this series. Skylar, au- 
thor of several top tunes, including 
“Besame Mucho” and his newest, 
“Amor,” rendered two songs, “Ill 


Rigs Mislead You! 
These Folks Sell 


Their costumes may look like a pain } 


in the old family album... but their 
gir-rating is a constant delight to 


their sponsors. 


“They” are 


yadio creation of Dan Hosmer, and 


their history includes a two-year 
yun on WLS, Chicago. Currently 
they ave aired, live, five times weekly 
over KRNT, Des Moines, where 
their performance has: 1. Won 
plaudits from Hillboard as “net- 
work timber’, 2. Earned recom- 


mendation in the Guide to Balanced 
Proved a steady mail- 
1,209 token purses in 


Listening. 3. 
puller, (Sold 
three weeks.) 


After winding up a winter series for 


a cold remedy, they're ready to 
tackle a new assignment—for the 
summer, or for 52 weeks, 


Yes, to more than a million listeners 
in Des Moines and Central Iowa, Pa 
and Ma 
familiar and 


Smithers have become 
welcome personalities 
—two among the many reasons why 
the audience-rating and sales-rating 


of KRN'T keeps going up. 


Pa and Ma Smithers— | 


! 


iment store television is the possibil- 


davtime and this presents the possi- 
bility of department stores leasing 
! facilities during these hours and 


Affiliated with Des Moines Register & Tribune 


Represented by The Katz Agency 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
43—Now Touring British Isles 


FRED LIGHTNER 


PHIL COSCIA 


Oirns 


| Get By” and “Time Alone Will Tell,” 


dueted with Monica Lewis. | 
zas, Skylar’s warbling is out of the | 
top craser. But Miss Lewis. who 
also .- 1 with “Shoo, Shoo Baby,” 
was off Key in several spots during | 
the latter chore. The Stanley band. 
which held the spotlight on five oc- | 
casions during the half hour, proved | 
listenable. 

But, oh that Bundy! Typical gag: | 
Bundy to Skylar. “My grandfather's 
name began with a ‘C’.” Skylar: ! 
“Charles.” Bundy: “No. I remem- 
ber now. Choseph, how could I for- 
get?” That's all, brother. Sten. | 


“MOSQUITO SQUADRON” 

With Lloyd Bochner, John Drainie. 
Major Dick Diespecker, Lt. Austin 
Willis, Sgt. Fred Haywood, Pete 
de B. Holly, Alan King, Tommy 
Tweed, Douglas Masters, Ruth! 
Springford, Roxanna Bond, Marien 
Waldman, Kay Kidd, and others 

Drama 

Narrator: AC2 Terrence O'Dell 

Producer-director: J. Frank Willis 

Writer: Fit. Lt. Andy McDermott 

Music: Samuel Hersenhorn 

Sustaining 

30 Mins., Sun., 5:30-6 p.m. 

CBL-CBC, Toronto 
This was the 80th of the Sunday 

p.m. shows aired by the Canadian 

armed services in the “Comrades in 

Arms” series, but tonight the Army 

and Navy salaamed to let the RCAF 

draiatize the story of the Mosquito 
bomber: A tale like that could have 
been as dull as a lecture on the love 
life of the hardshell crab but, for 
various reasons, it left the speaker 
fans panting. One of the chief fac- 
tors in the socko airing was Andy 

McDermott’s script based on facts 

the flight lieut. gathered recently at 

a Mosquito base in England, done by 

an okay cast that was kept lively by 

the Willis production and Hersen- 
horn music. Terry O'Dell, former 

CBC announcer who recently be- 

came an AC2 (recruit position in the 

RCAF). handled the narration with 

ability he had never shown reading 

the news. 

Story followed the all-wooden 
Mosquito from Sitka spruce forests 
to action over Europe, through log- 
ging, trip by raft down the river to 
the sawmill, through the aircraft 
plant, delivery across the Atlantic to 
the base. “Mosquito Squadron” was 
surprisingly lacking in let-downs 
and wes ample evidence why “Com- 
rades” has reached top position in 
not only Canadian forces airings but 
in Canadian air drama in general. 

Gorm. | 


Stores Earmark | 


Continued from page 23 


main street floors. The heavy load 
on these levels will be borne by win- 
dow installations, which can attract 
not only the customers entering the 
store, but passersby as well. This 
brings the potential audience way up 
into the numerical realm of the 
present radio listening groups. 
50 Stores Place Orders 
More than 50 stores have already 
placed orders for postwar delivery 
of this equipment, thus providing 
well over a million dollar business 
for videc equipment manufacturers 
in the first months after the war. 
Ancther important factor stem- 
ming from development of depart- 


ity that it will assume part  f the 
operating costs of televisirn broad- 
casting at least in the early stages. 
Since it’s gei.2crally accepted that 
telecasting will be limited to set 
evening hours in the beginning, the 
equipment will be idle during the 


thereby carrying part of the finan- 
cial load. Of course, with fulltime 
operation of the medium, these 
same stores will form a large part 
of the sponsorship group during the 
daytime. Many of the stores are 
also planning independent network 
tele operation and many affiliated 


retail outfits have applied for or re- 
ceived licenses for local operation, 
which form the basis for future net- 


Of the nation’s 3,000 counties, 
Worcester County, the WTAG Mar- 
ket, stands 12th in total e3g pro- 
| duction. WTAG is a BIG station in- 
‘side of a BIG market. 


WORCESTER 


Television Review 


“ROMEO AND JULIET” 

Cast: Dennis Osborne. Helen Zam- 
piello, Myron Ruckstull, Leonard 
Domian, Samuel Davis, Geraldine 
Marshall, Marjorie Tas 

Director: Irwin Shane 


| 30 Mins.; Sunday (23), 9:45 p.m. 


Sustaining 
W°XWV-DuMont 

Shakespeare cdetinitely is not the 
answer to television programming’s 
current growing pains. judging from 
the video version aired Sunday night 


| of wishes for 


| week), 


RADIO REVIEWS 


Followup 


It’s a pretty safe bet that when} 
Dennis Day comes back from the 
wars the goes into the Marines this 
hell be grabbed up in a 
hurry by a sponsor for his own air 
show. And deservedly so. on the 
basis of the comedic talents dis- 
played by the kid this past season on 
the Jack Benny program. Day 
checked off the Benny show Sunday 
night (23> in a broadcast from Van- 
couver, B. C., amid a solemn round 
success and a speedy 


return to the show. 


(23) by a group from Irwin Shane's | 
Television Workshop on the DuMont | 


outlet. Videocast was straight from 


the Bard of Avon's pen, only conces- | 


sion having been 
femme narrator in a black gradua- 
tion robe to bridge gaps made neces- 
sary by limited time allowed for the 
play. 

Trouble was not with the casting— 
Workshop lads and lassies doing okay 
with lines and action. But the same 
old DuMont bugaboo—lack of space— 
contrived to make visual portions of 
the drama detract rather than add to 
the viewer-listener’s enjoyment. Bal- 
cony scene fared okay with the 
cameras, but other sets were too 
claustrophobic and the two sword 
Play scenes resembled duels in a 
closet or the Marx Brothers troupe 
in a phone booth. 

It’s questionable just how much a 
bigger studio and more expert came- 
ra work would benefit “Romeo.” but 
chances are that lack of fast-moving 
action and stress on dialog would 
always militate against the classic 
reaching the broad appeal slot which 
commercial telecasters must seek. 

Titlers turned in nice thesping jobs 
and got ditto support. Costumes. au- 
thentic enouch, suffered from natural 
limits of black-and-white screen. 

Donn. 


Television F ollowup | 


, Seeond of three programs televis- 
ing Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey 
circus over WNBT-NBC last Satur- 
day p.m. (22) featured aerialists and 
clowns in the main, but again failed 
to get over the aura of the “big-top” 
satisfactorily. Technical aspects of 
the stanza still lacked punch vital to 
complete enjoyment, although acros 
going through their antics and 
clowns. including the vet Emmett 
Kelly, were thrilling to watch. 


HATCHER JOINS CBS 
Ralph Hatcher, recently with the 
OWI overseas branch. has joined 
CBS as a member of the station re- 


lations staff and will work out of the | 


office. 
before going with the 
sales promotion at 


web's Chi 

Hatcher, 
OWI, was in 
WTAR., Norfolk. 


introduction of a| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


NBC’s dramatization of “Silence of 


the Sea” last week (18) further ex- 
emplified network courage bang- 
ing away at the real behind-the- 


scenes influences retarding a_pro- 
democratic world. The manner in 
which the program finally built up 
to the distintegration of a Vichy-Nazi | 
collaborationist is a tribute to Larry | 
Menkin’s fine and sensitive scripting ; 
and Anton Leader's production. 


Comment 


Eddie Cantor’s appearance on the 
Philco-“Variety” “Hall of Fame” pro- 


gram Sunday (23) was a veritable 
“Cavalcade of Show Biz” roundup, 
with the comedian 


celebrating 35 
years in show biz, particularly click- 


in the nostalgic idiom via reprise 
‘of old musicomedy 


faves. It was 
Cantor at his best. Production gen- 
erally OK. 


Bob Burns’ along 
with that of guest Cass Daley, on the 


comedy slant, 


Lifebuoy show from a West Coast 
Marine camp over NBC (19) must 
have again raised the question in 


some listeners’ minds: Is the picture 
of generally youthful servicemen as 
“wolves” a comforting one for their 
families and a wise one from view- 
point of propagandizing Amcrican 
fighting men as the best in the 


world”? 


83.9% 
oi WSAP’s 
contracts are 
RENEWED 


contracts! 


SIVISION OF THE CROSLEY CORPORATION 
CINCINNATE 2, CHICO 


Solid notes 


broken records 


March on Mutual was the biggest month in our history. 


Advertisers invested a gross total of $1.807.031 


with us during those’ wonderful 31 days. 


This was 92° ahead of March, 1943, and helped make 


the first full quarter of 1944 87° greatér than a year ago, 


Better hurry! 


this is MUTUAL 


) The rest of the year looks very fine. too. 


And we still have some excellent time periods available. 
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Wednesday. April 26, 1911 


Two Great Leaders 
Introduce 
Two Great Songs: 


L 


TOMMY DORSEY GUY LOMBARDO 


KENTUCKY 


Words and Music by Henry Prichard 


Introduced by Guy Lombardo on the 


CHELSEA Cigarette, EDGEWORTH Tobacco Show 
10:30 P.M., Sunday—Blue Network 


WHEN YOU PUT THAT 
BLUE SUIT 


Words and Music by Robert Sour, Floria West and Gordon Andrews 
Introduced by Tommy Dorsey 


“COCA-COLA” —Monday Nights, 9:30 


BROADCAST MUSIC, Inc. 


NEW YORK CHICAGO HOLLYWooD 
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$1 


Soon-to-Be Payoff? 


Hiring Outstanding musicians to replace sidemen in name bands for 


yvecording dates only, 
occurrence. However, 


to bolster lagging quality, 


has 


become a com- 


one band went that practice one better 


Jast week by giving all but one of a seven-man brass section a vaca- 
tion while recordings were made with substitutes. 
If musicianship, which has been deteriorating again lately after 


jmproving last summer, 


maintains its 


downward pace, it wun't be 


surprising, some believe, for a leader to have one band for road work 
and another on call for recoxdings. 


Maestros Peeved At J. Dorsey For 
‘Underselling H'wood Ballroom Date 


Some of his contemporaries are a 


bit peeved at Jimmy Dorsey for} 
booking his band into the Palladium , 
Ba!}room, Hollywood, at a price said 
io be $5.500. The figure he’s getting 
is reported to be actually higher 


ihough that’s denied. Most of the 
better names have lately been re- 


jecting the spot’s bids, 


refusing 


play until money offers are increased | 
io the point where they can: show a} 
profit instead of losing or breaking, 


even, 


Dorsey's acceptance of a six-week | 


at the 
dents 


‘opening June 13) even 
ice he’s actually getting, 
holdout chances of other 
want to play the spot but, firstly, 
want more money. This is the main 
yeason for 
getting only $5,500. Since he is a 
top name they can’t ask more and 
expect to get it. One of those who 
fiatiy refuses to book the ballroom is 
Tommy Dorsey, who, indicentally, 
has disclosed no opinion on 
brother's signing. T. D. wants $8,500 
end won't settle for less. Hal MclIn- 


aqate 


| handlers 
bands that}! 


statement that Dorsey is! 


Barnet Grabs Army Brass 
Ring Third Time ’Round 


Charlie Barnet has been accepted 
for servic? with the Army. Leader 
was held cn Governor's Island three 
days last week, on his third date 
witn draft examiners the drew two 
4-F’s previously) and finally was 
notified of veceptance after another 
going over Saturday (22) at the 
N. Y. induction center. ~ 

Leader 1s no knowledge of actual 
induction cate. In meantime, 
state. he is continuing 
work. Ro.net currently hasn't a 
band, bu‘ is tinder contract for two 
more pictures for RKO at the head 
of a studio outfit. He reeently fin- 
ished a film at that lot. 


AFM Orders Ted Powell 


his | 


iyre, whose band is current there 
znod is proving a big draw, is an ex- 
#zxmple of Palladium salaries. He's} 


crawing around $3,250 weekly. 
Palladium’s ability to 


iop names at comparatively low 
prices was predicated originally on 
film-making by these bands. When 


ihey went west the Palladium got a 
big break: spot would like to have 


leaders believe that their use of top 
names when they could get them 
siarted the film jnterest in bands. At 
first the bands doubled: that was 
found to be too tough, however, be- 
cause of early studio calls, but later 
dates were worked before or after 4 
film was made. Now, however, with 
plenty of cash to be pocketed in east- 
ern theatres and with 
glamor worn thin for them, they 
fee] there’s no reason to stay west. 
So these leaders want more cash to 
piay, an aititude most 
also taken against easiern locations 
where the payoff is relatively short. 

Palladium’s biggest mistake seem- 
ingly was in publicizing last year 
fact that for the previous 12 months 
iit had earned a $600,000 profit. Most 
leaders figured it had been made at 

eir expense. 


HERBIE FIELDS SET FOR 
JACK ROBBINS MGT. 


Jack Robbins’ 
outfit, Robbins, Ltd, 
jis second band, the 
being rehearsed by 
No contracts have been si 
ihe organization has been 
Fields’ recent rehears&ls 
consummation of the deal. 


talent management 
has taken on 
new one now 
Herbie Fields 
gned, but 
financing 
pending 


Fields is a tenor-alto clarinetist 
who was discharged from the Army 
Jast fall after years’ service. 
Georgie Auld is Robbins’ first ven- 
ture into talent management, cur- 
rently being at the Roosevelt hotel, 
Washington, 


Wo 


Pleasure Beach, Conn., 
To Try Bands Again 


>} . . 
Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, Conn., 


summer date, will try name bands 
again this summer, after taking a 
dealing last year due to transporta- 
Hon, Spot has not bought any com- 
bos yet, but intends to test one or 
two late in Mav. 

Situated far enough out of town 
tO© require auto or bus for patrons, | 


spot was hindered last year by gaso- 
Jine rationing and too early 
tion of night bus service. 


cessae 


Weems to Chi for FB 


To Abide By Joe Glaser 
Pact, Nixes One at GAC 


American Federation of Musicians 


| ordered voided last week a contract 


secure 


Hollywood | 


Teddy Powell had signed with Gen- 
eral Amus. Corp. and advised the 
leader to continue 
Latter 
contract the 
operative since 
any money on it in the 
and four months .of its 
plus a booking contract, of 
Powell asseried he was not aware. 

Glaser bought Powell’s contract 
more than two years ago from Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, for $5,000 
and he st the leader still owes 
some of that money. 


on band, which is in- 


existence, 


which 


aies 
him 


-Ex-Artie Shaw Navy 


of them have | 


American 


Band Lands in England 


Naval band now conducted by 
Sam Donahue, formerly batoned by 
Artie Shaw, has landed in England 
to tour Army and Navy bases. Out- 
fit. composed entirely of men who 

orked with bands before 
joining up aleng with Shaw, had 
been quartered on the east coast for 
months waiting to shove off. It 1e- 
last tall from a South Pacific 


tarned 


tour. 

Shaw as given a discharge from 
the Navy couple months ago and is 
now in California where he will 


band. 


ASCAP Petitions to Be 
Sole Defendant In Suit 
Motion foi 


of Appe 


secon organize a new 


leave to appeal recent 
dec late Division of N.Y. 
Supreme Court in the Gem Music- 
Den and Haskins suit against 
Society Composers, 


Au- 
Publishers 


ision 
ton 
individual 


thors and and 


exccutives and publishers, will be 
heard Friday (28). ASCAP's at- 
torneys seek to remove inaividual 
membe o the Socie tv as defend- 
ants the action. which asks an ac- 
col i} end cnarges executives witl 
derelictio f ¢ 

They ere ae deed co-defendants 
several weeks ago by the Appellate 
D it 1 reversed a previou 
ruling by N. Y. Supreme Court that 


the Society alone, aS an organizatior 
caetendant. 


Bob Stephens’ Op 


Bob Stephens, Decca recording di- 
rector. was operated on Monday (24) 
at Memorial hospital, N. Y., for 
infected larynx. His condition 
fair yesterday ‘Tuesday), 

He'd hered by the condi- 
tion for more than six months. Most 
of that time he was unable to talk 


all 


been bot 


Chicago, April 25. 
Bob Weems, on Frederick Bros, #>0ve 2 
N. Y. staff for past six months, has | Ss Ts ine 
replaced Joe Kayser at the local | Sonny Greer and Rex Stewart. 
vie. |with Duke Ellington, headline Eddie 


Kayser has Switched to the Music | Condon’s Town Hall, N. Y. Jazz Con- 


Corporation of America. 


cert Satu: fay (29). 


James’ Standoff On 
N. Y. Par Contract’ 


Hollywood, April 25. 
An xplosion nvolving Harry 


James is brewing at the Paramount 


i theatre, N. Y. James, who recently 
drew a 4-F and is due into the Astor 


his | 


hotel. N. Y¥ May 22. with a reorgan- 


ized band, is averse to fulfilling a! 
long-standing contract with that! 

house, which is a block away from| 


the Astor, 
it on this tri 


He doesn't want to play} 
p. preferring to wait un- 


til late He claims physical inability 
to stand the gaff of theatfe work. 
James’ contract to play the Par is 
for two weeks and dates from his! 
last time at that house, more than a 
year ago, when he missed many 
| shows due to illness. He fears the- 
atre work and hasn't played more} 


than a handful of theatre weeks 
since his band became one of the top 
outfits. 

James has signed Kitty Kallen, 
formerly with Jimmy Dorsey, to 
vocal with his new combo. 


Col. Records Burned 
At Count Basie’s Band 
For Discing Elsewhere 


urnea 
ing | 


Colursbia Neco is 
plenty at Count 


his banasrmen io record for Savoy ! 
Records unde,’ the direction of sax- 
singer Eari Warren. Basie did not 
participate the date. whick oc- 
|curred last Tuesday ‘13). with a 
'second scheduled soon, but since he 
lis under contract at Colunnaia 


ja singer, 


with Joe Glaser. | 
had a personal management | 


he has not collected | 
two years | 


Was | 


| he 


| 


‘airren gets label billing as 
the company objects 
strongly to the situation. 

Recording lor indepencent com- | 
panies by bonds tied vu» to either | 
Victor or Coiumbia, which are still 
pattling ‘he American Federation of | 
Musician's disc ban. hence not re- | 
cording, has occurred lately, but it | 


where 


is not prevalent. Outstanding case | 
recently -saw Lionel Humpton cut- | 
ting fer Keynote. Hampion, how- | 
ever works Decca. 


KRUPA TO ORGANIZE 
OWN BAND BY FALL 


Gene Krupa 
new band during the 
or early fall, going west 
Tommy Dorsey's band. with which 
has been working since last De- 
cember, and he}! then possibly be- 
gin casting his own outfit when Dor- 


intends organizing a 
coming summer | 
in July with 


After Switch in Lyric 


10 

B Bros Corp hi 
) imoel! 
Night’ 
‘ Jack 

] } 

Line d So D J ch ap- 
e, was anges “And I 
Why,” red ef- 


Rollini Sea 


Adri: Rolli is trio shift | 
from Rogers Co er, N. Y., to the} 
Knickerbocker hoiel, Atlantic City | 
poarec ‘ the Dreier 

alin aS Ove 

Rollini opens July tor the season. 
He ] have Sve Mutual shots a 
week. 


Warners Preps Suit Vs. ‘Hit Parade, 


Charges ‘Unfair Practices’ in Listings 


Tommy Dorsey Illness 


poned meeting 
(21) 
of Musicians’ 
Weitmian 
ter’s contract 
theatre, N. Y., 


Delays 


Illness 


Talk on N.Y. Par 


ef Tommy Dorsey post- 


for Friday 


Feck 


and 


scheduled 
A nerican 


ves, 


ration 
Bob 

over the lat 

Par: 


shifting to 


between 
execull 
Dorsey 


to play the 


and 
mount 


prior to 


the opposition Capitol, N. Y. 
Weitman. managing director of the 
Par, complained to the AFM a 


couple months ago re the 
asserting a 
-alls 
Dorsey 
Capito! date. 


|against Harry S. Wonnell, 
trator of the 
Black, 
Sallie 
Icia Black, or 
Shanks last week in N. 


situation, 
holds 
appearance by 


signed contract hy, 
for another 
at the, Par 


Dorsey is 


before the 


adminis- 
John Ss 
boll, 
Willie 


estate of 
composer of “Paper 
Black Waldo, wido:.: 
Kissick, 


court. 


Marks seeks to be declared owner 


; of the renewal rights and to have de- 


fendants interplead and settle among 


| themselves their 
the royalties, 


respective claims to 


now deposited with the 


court, amounting to $17.434. 


in the 
show-cause 


j 


( 


of the respective c! 


Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard, 
meantime, granted Marks a 
order temporarily en- 


oining defendants from bringing ac- 
ion and ordering hearings to be held 
nm May 19. to determine the status 


aimants. 


Decca Sets Singers For 


sey heads east again late in August | 
orsey has been paying rupa | : fe : 
$1.000 weekly on the and $750 Decca Records 
nee the | group of singers for an album of 
| Harry Ruby. Sonny Skylar, Bob 
{Hannon and Double Daters have 
| been signed, alon# with Leo Reis- 
N. Y. Date to Test Ayres man’s bane. 
For Skylar these will be his first 
Band Led By Cal Tooter recordings since becoming a soloist 
He is now at La Martinique, N. ¥ 
Date at Loew Y.. begin- | and in commercial radio after being 
ning tomorrow rhs insday ) ee Mitch | with Vincent Lopez's orch for some 
Ayres’ band, under the d rection of time. 
Stelle Slavin, femme trumpeter, will] ¢ 
be a test showing. If Mi Slavin’s | 
fronting of the bend is deemed suce-) Manhattan Beach To 
cessful by bookers and agents the] 
eme be perpetuated; if | Operate for Bands 
ne be droppe d the band Manhattan Beach, N. Y., op- 
disbandec erate this summei bands orking 
Avre ‘ nducted several weeks at the outdoor shell only. Consum- 
ago ane ‘ » have reported for | mation of plans was held up by the 
service late ont! However, | death last week of Joseph P. Day 
his draft board has suggested he go! owner, and so far there is no open- 
into defense ork view of recent! ing date or opening band set. How- 
changes in age regulatio and the’ ever, the policy will con ‘ 
leader is nevoti:ting for such a Manhattan Beach, once a large 
spot. beach resort using the be bands 
- - . available, is now a Coast Guard and 
BBC Ben en ‘Cried’ Lathes Service taining center. 


Tobias Double Play 


te 4 
Shern N 
Tunes are from Andre Sione 

cal, “Sensations of 1945 be re- 
leased by Uniied A { ith Elea- 
nor Powell. Woody He an and Cab 
Calloway’s bands 

Leeds Music took two of the num- 
bers, ‘“Hepste Dictioy y,’ based 
on a jive pamphict Calloway printed 


and distributed several years ego. and 


“Look Out Man. You're Slipping 
Three others have not bee: lacec 
There are nine tumes in ez]! in th: 


' film, only five to be plugged. 


+ 


ze, 


band's | 
tentatively | 


Warner Bros.’ music combine has 
retained attorney Lee Eastman to 
prepare an action against the Amer- 
ican Tobacco Co., sponsor of the 
Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” 
program. Suit, actually in the name 
of Advanced Music Co., which, with 


Harms, Remick and Witmark itorms 
the Warner group, will allege “un- 
fair practices detrimental to the 
music business,” based on charged 
“inaccuracies” of the program’s list- 


ing of hit song: 

Warners’ suit is predicated on its 
objection to the way its “Don't 
Sweetheart Me” has been rated. For 
weeks up among the leaders in best 
sheet sales statistics, the tune Rr 
appeared on the “Hit Parade” only 
when it jumped from 
parative obscurity to seventh place. 
Following week it dropped off again 
and has not appeared since. 


come 


: While the action being prepar-d 
assigned a September opening date j<, by Advanced because of its song, 
at the Cap. it is actually aimed as a test case_to 

Dorsey has been il] for most of the | Settle permanently an issue that has 
past week, forcing his absence froin bothered the majority of publishers 
Frank Dailev’s Terrace Room. New- | for some time and is not seeking to 
ark, N. J.. where his band closes force the program to list “Sweet- 
tonight (Wednesday). heart.” 

Beeis against the “Hii Parade” are 

| trequent. In the past six months 

| they have been increasing. Last 
| E. B. Marks Maneuvers | week Berlin, Inc., chimed 7" with 
‘ ‘Warners with a complaint to the 

For Doll Renewal While Musie Publishers Protective Assn. 
_relevant to the proxram’s evaluation 
Royalties Claimants Battle trey Ask About You" ana 
;“Tll Get By.” This squawk last 

An interloper suit has been brought week contributed to the MPPA’s 
| by Edward B. Marks Music Corp. | board of directors seconding of a 


resolution condemning the proxram 


and Matfie S. | g 
Y. Federal | 


' Buddy 
More 


Red Nichols’ Five Pennies will be 
revived soon as a small combination 
ithin Glen Gray's Casa Loma or-! 


chestra, with which Nichols bas been | 
working the past couple months. 


as “inaccurate ... selections do not 
truly reflect the most popular songs 
of thenation . . . in our opinion pro- 
ram in its present form is detri- 
mental to the industry.” 

MPPA mailed copies of the reso- 
lution to all members and Asked 
for.return-mail comment. In vir- 
tually every imstance'=§ sentiment 
coincided with the MPPA mes: age. 
One or two dissented, but later 
changed stance. 

Suits against the “Hit Parade” 
have been threatened frequently. 
Last fall one was being prepared 
over “Pistol Packin’ Mama” and 
“Sunday, Monday and always,” by 
Morris but was dropped. 
recently, action was considered 
over “Mairzy Doats.” That, too, was 
dropped. 

About a year ago Walter Douglas, 
president of the MPPA, and a group 
of important publishers met with a 
representative of the ad agency rep- 
resenting the program to mull com- 
plaints. At that time it was promised 
that an attempt would be made to 
change objectionable points of the 
program, which, it’s asserted, never 
done. 

As an example of the alleged “Hit 
Parade” inaccuracy, publishers point 
tc last Saturday's (22) show, whieh 
had Irving Berlin's “Easter Parade” 
in sixth position, This song is a 
tandard, revived annually prior to 
Faster. It's placement on the show 
weeks after the holiday, after 
had long since ceused 


two 
its publisher 


io work on it, is viewed as “ridicu- 
lous.” It also indicates to some pub- 
lishers, one of them a= dissenter 
against tne MPPA condemnation 
move, that the program’s survey is 
at least two weeks late, a circum- 
stance that conflicts with the im- 
pression given on the program that 


the position of each song is as of the 
previous week, 


CUGAT TO OPEN NEW 
COAST SPOT IN SEPT. 


Xavier Cufat’s orch has een 
med t oven a ne Ho! od 
pot, Sia 15, on site Of Ciro’s, to 


Casa 
paying 


name 


claimed to 


Cugat Club is 
leacer $5.000 


eekly, a1 usnal hizh sum for 
location v He’s in for ght 

eeks 

Cugat lly spends a ygood 


part of his foil and winter time at 


the Wald 


Buddy Rich Due to Get 
Marine Med. Discharge 


3uddy R: drummer formerly 
with Tommy Dorsey but in Marines 


for more than a year, is soon to be 
discharged from service. He is now 
in a Coast hospital and is expected 


ven a medical discharge in 
about three weeks. 

What Rich will do after geiting 
into civvies is vague. There has been 


to be gi 


} talk about a band of his own. 


f 
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Decision Seen Possible By Next Week 
On WLB Review of Petrillo ‘Strike’ 


Recording industry attorneys rep- | N. Y. panel. of recommendation that 
resenting Columbia and Victor be- Petrillo’s dise ban, is, in effect, a 


strike.- 
lieve a final decision in their row | gos il is said to be fully prepared 
with the American Federation Of | to begin recording immediately, and 
Musicians will be delivered by the! Columbia has been making plans, 
War Labor Board the end of this/too. However, attorneys in the field, 
week or early next. Board was. jhough not necessarily those directly 
scheduled yesterday (Tuesday) to) involved in the conflict, believe that, 
review testimony taken recently dur-| with a decision against Petrillo, the 
ing hearing requested by the AFM. | legal! brawl! will really start, which 
Inquiry followed the filing, by a‘ may prevent the two manufacturers 


Mais SHE ROKE MY HEART in THREE PLAC-ES at - tie, Chi. ca-go, and New York, 
Female HE ROKE MY HEART THREE PLAC-ES Se at. th, Chi a- and New Vork, 


10 Best Song Sellers 


(Weel: Ending April 22) 


Tiff Over Armstrong 
Band Billing Brushoff 


Chicago, April 25. 

Joe Glaser, manager of Louis 
Armstrong’s orchestra, hit the ceil- 
ing upon arrival here last week to 
find that Armstrong’s presence in 
the Sherman hotel’s Panther Room 
was not billed anywhere in the 
hotel. Tommy Dorsey, who opens 
Friday (28)—Armstrong is in for 
only eight days—had his name plas- 
tered all over the place as was that 
of Gene Krupa, who's with Dorsey. 


Glaser squawked loudly, but the 
best the Sherman would do was to 
give Armstrong billing outside. 
There's still no mention of the Negro 
eS inside anywhere. 


Lombardo’s Theatre Dates 


Guy Lombardo, currently at Hotel 
Roosevelt, N. Y., embarks on four- 
week road tour starting May 235. 
Opening stand is the RKO theatre, 
Boston. After the theatres he takes 
a vacation until the fall, doing only 
his radio show, 

Lombardo has been at the Roose- 
velt the last 11 years opening there 
in the fall and checking out before 
summer, 


Santly to Coast 


Lester Santly to the Coast this 
week for a month or so on business- 
pleasure. 

Georgie Joy, his partner, recently 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Love, Love, Love......... Santly Fare 
Long Ago, Far Away..Crawford Following is list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for the 
I Love You............ Chappell week beginning Monday and through Sunday, April 17-23, from 5 p.m. 
Get .... Berlin tol a.m. List represents the first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetica! 
San Fernando Valley.....Morris |order (in some cases there are ties, accounting for a longer list). The 
Wish I Could Hide......Sho~ compilations embrace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as repre- 
Don't Sweetheart Me. Advanced sented by WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. } oa and are based on data 
River of Roses.......... Shapiro provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the 
Goodnight Wherever....Shapiro music publishing industry. 
Fidliday Strings. BVC TITLE PUBLISHER 
A Journey To a Star—i“Gang’s All Here”........... Triangle 
from proceeding into recording stu-| Amor—i"B’way Rhythm” . .Melodylane 
Petrillo is said to be still in a mood! And Suddenly It’s Spring—+"“Lady in Dark”..........+.--- Famous 
to fight any move against the licens- | Do Nothing Till You Hear From Me................0008065 Robbins 
tablished with Decca Records and Going My ‘Going My Burke 
over 50 other recording and trans-| Goodnight Wherever You Shapiro 
cription outfits. | Row Blue the Night—i“4 Jills and a Jeep”............06-- Robbins 
took on its first new recording name|1 Love You—**“Mexican Hayride” Chappell 
the start of the ban. signed | FH Be Around Morris 
the Modernaires, vocal group partly | Fil Be Seeing YOu Williamson 
to enlarge its N. Y. offices, in which! Long Aso and Far-Away—t"Cover Crawford 
it recently installed baths and press- , Louise—*“You Can't Ration Paramount 
ing machinery to facilitate produc- | My Heart Isn't In H—?"Calling AM Stara” Leeds 
tion of quickly needed discs. 1 te Harms 
Sh H I, Someday I'l Meet You Again—7*"Passage Marseilles” ...... Witmark 
erman ote Chi, Time Alone Will Tell—t"Pin Up Girl’. Bregman 
When They Ask About You .......... Berlin 


+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


N. Y. Roxy Sets Scott 
For Late May Opening 


Raymond Scott's CBS studio or- | 
chestra, which played the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., only last December, | 
is booked back into the nearby Roxy | 
theatre, N. Y., opening late in May. 
Band will consist of 19 men. 

Scott’s salary at the Cap was 


HERE’S A SWITCH— 


Artist Advertises the Publishers 
Thanks To 


ELMORE WHITE (BMI) 
For the Sensational Song Hit 


“KENTUCKY" 

Also Singing 
Sammy STEPT and BOB RUSSELL'S 
“IT'S A CRYING SHAME" 


$6,500; the Roxy date is understood | and 
to be above that. | SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN'S 
‘| "GOOD NIGHT WHEREVER 


John Kirby Swings N. Y. 
Spot Back to Jiveroo 


Aquarium Restaurant, N. Y., swings | 
back to jive Sunday (30) when it 
opens John Kirby’s small band for 
four weeks, with options and a Mu- 
tual wire. For months the spot has 
used corn music as dispensed by 
Mousie Powell, etc. 

Kirby has played the spot before. 


Berlin’s 3 on ‘Hit — © 


Dave Dreyer, gen. »rof. mgr. for 
Berlin, Inc., established a first-time 
high with three tunes on the Hit Pa- 
rade, or 33% of the entire program, 
considering that the program only | 
did nine songs last Saturday (22). 

Berlin tunes are “When They Ask | 
About You,” “lll Get By” and “Eas- | 
ter Parade.” | 


| YOU ARE" 


TOMMY LYMAN 


MAISON PIERRE 
156 East 49th St. New York 


Special Material By 
MILT FRANCIS 


Introducing The New 
Singing Star—DESPO 
The Girl... 


| CAN'T 
FORGET TO 


“If I Had My Way,” currently a. 
big sales hit in England, is published | 
in this country by Paul-Pioneer 


back from a similar junket. 


Music, in England by Dash- Connelly. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover | 


REMEMBER 


Music and Lyrics by 
TONY DE METRIS 


Sales Copies Through Vour Jobber 
or Direct to 


Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 


holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 


* Asterisks oo, a supporting floor show: New Yorker and Biltmore 
have ice shor _ Wa ldors has Russell Swann, Victor Borge, Talia, 
ton, Hawaiian floor show. . 


3 days. 


Lexing- 


Chicago 
Louis Armstrong (Panther Room, Sherman hotel: 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.) 
Teddy Powell, who closed Wednesday (19) and Armstrong, who followed, 
drew around good 5,000 
with Paul Draper; management claims excellent 2 900. 
Carmen Cavallaro (Empire Room, Palmer House: 750; $3-$3.50 min.). 
Cavallaro and Larry Adler heading floor show great 10.900. 


Conventions keeping figure up around fine 4.000. 

50e and 75c cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). Band, sans Oliver a 

Marine, played to nifty 5,500. 


George Olsen (Boulevard Room. Stevens hotel; 700; $2.50-$3 min.). Ris 
here in patronage. Up to smooth 3,709, 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Coming bacl despite 
tax. Claridge and show headed by Cross and Dunn reached aro: od 4900. 


Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). Still of but goon 3.809. 


Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel: 465; $1.50-$2.50 mits) | 


Eddie Oliver’s Orchestra (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel: 1,100: | 


charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. | 


room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


Band 
Emil Petti....... Biltmore (400: $1-$1.50). 5275 
Lani McIntire....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........115 1.825 208,225 
Jerry Wald...... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 7 1,900 13,675 
Gray. Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 0 1.550 1,550 
Leo Reisman..... Waldorf (550; 42) ....... 3.100 27,350} 
Count Basie......Lincoln (275: 1,200 3,200 
Guy Lombardo .. Roosevelt (400: $1-$1.50). 1825 54,250! 
Vaughn Monroe Commodore (400; $1- -$1.50). a | 1,675 9,475 


Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room. Blackstone hotel; 400: $2.50 min.), Bondshu | 


De Metris Music 


152 W. 42d St., New York 18, N.Y. 


An All-Time Favorite 


Exactly 
Like You 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
Shapiro-Bernstein 


M-6- M STUDIOS 


and ALL other picture studios 
use this 3x35 VISUAL record of 
song hits of over 100 publish- 
ers, plus old = favorites. In- 
cludes lead sheet and lyrics of 
chorus. Samples free. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 26. 1944 


State, N. Y. 

Jerry Wayne, Hal Sherman, Hib- 
bert, Byrd & Larue, Nan Rae & 
Mrs. Waterfall, Cappy 
(4), Great Yacopis (6), Ruby Zwer- 
ling House Orch; “The Heavenly 


Barra Boys} 


| m.c., chores like a_ veteran and 
| music, styled to swing, really jumps. 
| Arrangements are well scored. On 
the vocal end, too, crew's well for- 


| tified; Skip Nelson, local lad, and 


Peggy Mann are 'way above average | 


for band singers, Nelson really pash- 


Body, (Metro). ing it up with “Stardust” and 
riety” Dec. 2, 'S. “Besame Mucho” and later team- 
aa ing with Miss Mann in a cute duet. 

Current lineup is light in name Bojangles wows ’em as he’s al- 
value and basically mediocre. Jerry | ways done here. There’s no substi- 
Wayne, vocalist who has been around |tyte for class. He doesn’t tap the 


in radio and in N. Y. niteries, re- 
cently at La Martinique and previ- 
ously at the Cocoanut Grove (New 
York), is satisfactory. 

Hal Sherman, given billing in con- 
nection with his one-time appear- 
ance in “Hellzapoppin,” is a better- 
than-average comic as long as he 
sticks to terping and panto routines. 
His dialog comedy efforts fall flat. 
Skating-sliding business, the takeoff 


on a Sailor in a dancehall and simi- | 


lar pantomime is Sherman's forte, 
with his spoken material only de- 
tracting from the effectiveness of the 
turn. 

Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall, fem- 
me comedy team, register neatly 
with patrons to whom they are new. 
For others, the script is too familiar 
Dy now for more than mild returns. 
Hibbert, Byrd and Larue, another 
comedy-terp turn, consists of two 
men and a femme. Act opens with 
a stooge being chased onstage by an 
usher,*to break up the stereo ball- 
room couple. Not too forte, but 
strong enough on the acro-comedy to 
get by. 

For the rest, there are the Cappy 
Barra Boys, standard vocal and har- 
monica quartet, and the Great Ya- 
copis, sextet who contrive to make 
the business of tumbling and intri- 
cate balancing an exciting and sus- 
penseful affair. Mori. 


Boston, April 21. 

Henry Busse Orch (18); 

Eberle; DeVal, Merle & Lee; Georgie 

Kay; others; “Gung Ho” (U) 
week), 


Henry Busse band clicks solidly 
here as foundation of current show, 
which is plenty long on vocals and 
short on specialties. Pleasing mighi- 
ily, however. : 

Off-heat rhythm, Busse’s 
mark, is always in evidence in its 
handling of current faves, and is re- 
lief from all-out driving“pace usually 
encountered. Band does only a couple 
tunes on its own, rest. with vocalists. 
Busse does just enough trumpet 
soloing to identify himself, leaving 
the chief honors with his boys. And 
they do well. 

Ray Eberle. in the act spot, does 
“Tt Love You,” “Night and Day” and 
others to draw squeaks, swoons plus 
a big hand. Has a tendency to dis- 
tort the composer’s melodic lines to 


trade 


Ray 
(2d 


floor, he caresses it and mob couldn't 
get enough. Only other act is Vir- 
ginia Austin, puppeteer and one of 
the best of them. Likewise a big 
click, Cohen. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, April 22. 
Bea Wain, Minevitch’s Har- 
monica Rascels (8), Jerry Mann & 
| Petty Linde, Max & Gang, Lloyd & 
| Willis, Ray Lang Orchestra (14); 
| ‘Lady Let’s Dance’ (Meno). 
| 


| 

| Current bill, keyed to snare the juve 
trade, is well balanced. 

Lloyd & Willis pace with nifty 
;tapping to pop tunes and follow 
| with a repertoire that includes sev~ 
leral types of dancing. The buck 
and wing and ballet-tap are particu- 
larly good but team’s comedy panto 
a bit weak. Nice response. 


Max and his four canines in 
; numerous tricks keep things moving. 
| His soft shoe dancing, back running 
splits and handkerchief pickup 
register for top returns. 

Bea Wain, playing her first local 
engagement, tees off with “Take It 
Easy,” segueing into “Poinciana,” 
changes pace with “Hallelujah” and 
then socks over swell arrangements 


of “Stormy Weather” and “Deep 
Purple” to stop the show. Had to 
beg off. 


Jerry Mann and Betty Linde are 
a*bright spot on the bill. Mann de- 
livers gags and stories with plenty 
of finesse. Does short impression of 
Al Jolson singing “April Showers” 
which he interrupts several times 
for gags. Miss Linde is an able and 
attractive foi:. 

Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals were a disappointment in 
closer. Gang, a different group than 
played here several months ago, 
seems to lack something. They use 
the same pantomime, the same by- 
play and comedy hokum but do not 
seem to jell. Their harmonica play- 
ing is okay best of which is ‘Blue 
Moon” and “Sleeper Jump.” 

Ray Lang house orch on stage, 
beckgrounds the acts. Morg. 


Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, April 20. 
Patricia Bowman, Gus. Van, Gib- 
sons, Milton Slosser, Lynn Allison, 
Sam Jack Kaufman’s House Orch.; 


his own ideas, but kids seem to like 
it. Other vocalists, also clicko, are 
Betty Brownell (in nifty gown) and 
Wyatt Howard. 

DeVal, Merle and Lee have to beg 
off following their clever burlesque | 
adagio stuff, always sound, and 
Georgie Kay works hard on a mono- 
log with various gestures, to » by. 

ie. 


“Four Jills In a Jeep” (20th). 


Sam Jack Kaufman's springtime 
overture allows Lynn Allison to 
show off her coloratura in selections 
from “Maytime,” to start. New per- 
sonality is then introduced at the 
organ console, Milton Slosser, who 
gets everyone singing, ending up 
with a vocal solo, “Smiles,” display- 
ing a good baritone. 

Gus Van and character songs held 
the audience. His medley includes 
patriotic, dialect and a “cavalcade of 
Broadway,” old time melodies which 
hit the spot. Gibsons in their -pre- 
cision knife throwing provide some 
thrills. 

Patricia Bowman closes. Her first 
is an eccentric number to “Turkey 
in the Straw,” followed by a nifty 
soft shoe dance, then a bit of boogie- 
woogie. F street audiences seemed 
to prefer the character dances to the 


Stanley, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, April 21. 
Teddy Powell Orch (14), Bill 
Robinson, Virginia Austin, Skip Nel- 
son, Peggy Mann; “Bridge of San 
Luis Rey” (UA). 


Crack show with Teddy Powell 
band and Bill Robinson sharing bill- 
ing, and both clicking solid. First 
time here for Powell, and his outfit 
can hold its own in the fastest com- 


pany. ' ballet numbers. Wound up to a 
Powell handles both leader and healthy salvo of applause. Arke. 


BOOKING 
AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th St., N.Y.C. BRyant 9-7800 


Roxy, N. 


other classics in pop style. He regis- 
for a nice hand. Gaylor Sis- 


Nite Club Review 


hh: ters 
’ 

_ Paul W hiteman and Orc ‘ (50), ters, three femmes, recent additions 

Victor Borge, Joan Edwards, Jean, 
| Jack & Judy, Jeanne’ Brideson to the band harmonize Dont 
| Pauline’ Koner, Ben’ Yost Singers | Sweetheart Me,’ ‘San Fernando Blue Room, N. 0. 
| (8), Gae Foster Roxyettes (24); Va ey, assiste by leader, an (Roosevelt Hotel) 
'“Buffalo Bill” (20th). reviewed| 52.19 Love With You.” Gals have 


in “Variety” March 15, 1944. 


Consummate showmanship at- 
tends the new Roxy presentation. 
Paul Whiteman, with an augmented 
orchestra of 50, specializing in 
Gershwiniana, is insurance in Itself, 
but fortified by Joan Edwards, Vic- 
tor Borge and the Gae Foster girls it 
makes for an undeniable brilliance 
which must interpret itself in re- 
sounding boxoffice. The values ap- 
proach banknite for everybody; the 
customer can’t lose. 

The 55-minute presentation opens 
with Gershwin’s “Liza” and is cli- 
maxed by comedian-pianist Victor 
Borge presiding at the Steinway for 
an 8-min. condensation of the 
“Rhapsody in Blue” (full time is 11 
mins.). 

In between, the orchidaceous set- 
tings, with costuming to match, runs 
the gamut of “I Got Rhythm,” “It 
Ain’t Necessarily So” and_ the 
pulchritudinous violiniste, Jeanne 
Brideson, soloing “Summertime.” 
Even Joan Edwards salutes the im- 
mortal Gershwin by opening her 
songalog with “Somebody Loves Me” 
and thence into “Poinciana” and a 
Hit Parade medley, starting with 
“San Fernando Valley,” “Shoo Shoo 


trimmings. 

Standout by the Fosterites is their 
chimes routine as they dance out 
“Rhythm,” in melody via_ their 
ankle-bells. It’s a highlight routine 
which must take its place with their 
past performances on bikes, rollers, 
kindred difficult production 
stuff. 

A. J. Balaban and Irving Lesser 
must. have ordered the kiddies to 
throw the rubberband away because 
the b.r. hasn’t been spared, produc- 
tionally and otherwise. Some nine 
key men from the Blue Network are 
part of the maestro’s team, and for 
the convincer—a good showmanly 
touch—there is Mike Pingitore still 
plunking geetar. The’ three 
femme harpistes make a nice stage 
touch, later flanking Borge’s comedic 
pianologing. There’s also a male 
octet, Ben Yost’s group for the 
vocals. 

Pauline Koner is a terp standout 
with her eccentric danceology for 
the revival day routine accompany- 
ing “Necessarily So” (Harold Gor- 
don aides her vocally), and Jean, 
Jack & Judy, with their three-high 
acro-comedy. are an early flash. : 

By coincidence, all three high- 
lights of the show are doublers. 
Whiteman, of course, besides being 
general music director of the Blue, 
is the “Radio Hall of Fame” maestro: 
Joan Edwards doubles from her 
Saturday night “Hit Parade,” and 
Victor Borge, the Danish comedian, 
is concurrent at the Waldorf-Asto- 
ria’s Wedgwood Room. It’s surpris- 
ing how effective in both the hos- 
telry and the mammoth Roxy is that 
intimate style of Danish pastry 
which has long been Borge’s comedic 
trademark. Abel. 


Earle. Wash. 


“No Times For Love” (Par). 


full of action. Staged and costumed | 
in seasonable pastels it makes} 
sparkling entertainment. | 
Roxyettes and Eileen Ritter sing- | 
ing “Speak Low” open. They intro- | 
duce Pat Henning, whose patter is | 
novel and whose character impres- 
sions of Hollywood stars are differ- | 
ent and funny. Carlo and Dupree, 
the most graceful dancers seen here 
in months, do two ballroom routines, | 
fill seven minutes with nifty terps. | 
Renaldo and Rudy, two Adonises | 
with strong backs, go through slow- | 
motion hand-to-hand with remark- | 
able ease. Roxyettes on again at close | 
in a bolo number, some of the love- | 
lies stepping out into the audience. 
Beautifully lighted and handsomely 
staged show offers 36 minutes of tip- 
top diversion. Arke. 


National, L’ville 


how to dispense jive. 

Masters’ music is plenty okay for 
the bobby sox contingent, and in- 
cludes enough familiar stuff to 
please the elders. Phyllis Miles, 
blonde vocalist, is okay; she knows 
how to sell a lyric. Warbles “Put | 
Your Arms Around Me,” “No Love. | 


Stage show this week is short and | 


small voices and seem best in the 
hillbilly meter. Could improve their 
wardrobe but otherwise make a fair 
impression. 
Carlton Emmy’s Madwags, dog 
act, has been around a long time, 
and is surefire. Has the mutts 
working on a platform throughout, 
and their grey-haired trainer has 
them pace through a round of stunts 
that has the kids howling. Hold. 


Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, April 21. 
Pat & Willa Levolo, Wilfrid Du- 
Bois, Tyler & Renovd, Bob Flute, 
Sophisticated Trio, Marilyn Bal- 
linger & Tower Orch (9); “Weird 


New Orleans, April 22. 
Ray Kinney Orch. (10), Aloha 
Maids, Nelson Sisters, Phil & Mildred 
Crane, Ruby Ring, Ames & Arno: 
minimum, $1.50 Saturdays & Sun- 
days. 


This swank nocturnal rendezvous 
offers a melange of entertainment 
that satisfies all tastes with the spot. 
light on quality. 

Ray Kinney’s combination is a 
smooth blending of rhythm, snyco- 
pation and melody in Hawaiian style 
but not overdone. His crew is an 
entertaining group with plenty on 
the ball. He also m.c.’s the show 
acceptably. 


In floor show are the Nelsons, two 


Woman” (U) and “Chan in Secret |nifties whose scanty costumes drew 
Service” (Mono). “woo woos” from the first night 
enemas audience. Gals do numbers on a 


The spice of the current stage 
show is the variety offered in the 
combo of its four standard turns, a 
tiio of am winners and the house 
oich. It adds up to 40 minutes of 
smooth entertainment. 


Marilyn Ballinger, warbler with 
band, tees off with a chorus of “It’s 
Love, Love, Love” to rate an okay 
hand. She also doubles as m.c. 


Wilfrid Du Bois juggles tennis 
racket and balls, hoops and other 
props easily and effectively to good 
returns. Newxt-to-closing has Tyler 
& Renoud, Mutt-and-Jeff type com- 
edy terpers. Their mugging and 
nifty dancing puts them over nicely. 

Pat & Willa Levolo work on a 
slack wire, pointing up their stunts 
with okay comedy biz. For a finale, 
man mounts and rides a bike on the 
wire. Two bows. 

House near capacity at first night 
show caught. Earl. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, April 21. 

“Tars and Spars” revue with Vic- 
tor Mature, Bill Skipper, Gower 
Champion Tom Dowling, Gloria 
Tickell, Ed Clay, Sidney Caesar, 
Charlie Hogg, Midge Parker, Harry 
Blumenthal, SPAR chorus (20), 
Coast Guard Chorus (20), Coast 
Guard “Invaders” Orch (18); “Jam 
Session” (Col). 


Coast Guard's revue is making its 
first key city appearance here after 
break-in dates in Florida, and by 
the reaction of opening day audience 
the uniformed guys and gals pass 
muster with a solid wallop. 

“Tars and Spars” by standards of 
run-of-the-mill presentation house 
stage shows, is head and shoulders 
above any seen here. Talent, espe- 
cially among the males, is rampant. 
And the ranks of the ‘“Guardettes” 
though short on professional ability, 
is filled with some choice lookers. 

Victor Mature’s appearance is 
much too brief for the femme pew- 
holders. He’s on in the finale for a 
brief plug for Spar enlistments 
(that’s the object of the revue’s 
tour), a couple of gags and a signoff. 


Washington, April 21. Hoofing department is well- 

Pat Henning, Dupree & Charlo, | manned. Outstanding is Gower 
Renald & Rudy, Roxyettes, Eileen!|Champion, who cleans up with his 
Ritter, Joe Lombardi House Orch.;| Paul Draperish grace; Ed Clay (late 


of “Oklahoma”) whose footwork is 
big league, and Ted Gary, who not 
only does big on his own, but also 
conceived and directed the terps 
division. 

Philly’s own Charlie Hogg (in pic- 


portable trapeze that are highly un- 
usual for femme performers and 
earn a big hand. 

Phil and Mildred Crane, a well- 
dressed couple, warble tunes such as 
Victor Herbert's “Italian Street 
Song,” others from “Oklahoma,” etc. 
to plenty palm pounding. Several 
encores. 


Kinney’s Aloha Maids are pre. 


Baby” and “Love Love Love.” The On next is Bob Flute, sepia|sented in several colorful routines, 
“Strike Up the Band” finale, with|tapster, with a fast routine. His} well done. Cellophane-skirted quintet 
the gals in glorified military trap-|slow motion bit is standout. Fol-|score especially with “Hawaiian 
pings, from sub-stage and mounting | lowing spot is taken over by a trio| Hospitality,” “Hilo Hattie’ among 
the staircase setting, makes for aj|of moppets who swing out with “Too| others. Ruby Ring, acro terper, re- 
rousing patriotic finish. Plenty of| Young or Too Old,” garnished by | gets a big hand for body contortions. 
gold and glitter to the sartorial | fast hoofing. Ames and Arno win plenty of laughs, 


Their turn is genuinely funny. Some 
of their work off-color when caught, 
especially fan dance number by the 
gal. 
During dance sessions Kinney's 
music keeps the floor jammed. 
Capacity biz when caught. Liuwz, 


N Y Nitery inne 


Joe E. Lewis, that pixie personal- 
ity, is back at the Copacabana, with 
Austin Mack at the ivories, and with 
a flock of new songs. Some of them 
are daring, one or two rather ribald 
but all are unique in conception and 
distinguished by that zany person- 
ality which has made Lewis a Tif- 
fany draw in anybody’s saloon. “I 
Can’t Get You Two for ‘Oklahoma,’ ” 
“Simple Little Things,” “It Wasn’t in 
the Classified Directory,” “I’m Sad 
and Brokenhearted” (kidding the 
Russian moroseness), “My Wife 
Takes in Boarders,” “Mr. Anthony 
I’ve Got a Problem” are among the 
new ones. He also cut touches with 
Sinatra at the preem and did one 
of those lyrical-surgeries on “As 
Time Goes By,” the latter funny al- 
though “Everglades” Lewis has done 
more devastating jobs on other pop 
lyrics. Otherwise the show remains 
standard, with Fred & Elaine Barry 
featured with their terps; Maureen 
Cannon and Mildred Law number- 
leading, Carol King with her ballet 
stuff, Don Dennis as the juve lead, 
and the paprika Estellita with her 
Latin lilts. The six Copa lookers are 
up to Monte Proser standard; and 
Joel Herron and Frank Marti dis- 
pense the dansapation with their 
straight-and Latin tempos. Douglas 
Coudy has done a good over-all stag- 
ing, with costumes and hats by Ted 
Shore. Biz terrific; no 30% problem 
here. Abel. 


New Acts 


JEANNE MORAIN 


tures under name. Charles Lind) Songs 
takes top vocal honors. Does bal- 11 Mins 
lads—"Tar and a Spar in Love” 


| (with Midge Parker) and “Appren- 


tice Seaman,” comedy tune. “Silver 
Shield” and “You Got to Have a 
Reason to be a Civilian,’ are han- 
dled by Tom Dowling and Gioria 
Tickell, and “Get Out to Sea” by 
male and female choruses. Music, 
by Howard Dietz and Vernon Duke, 
would do credit to any topflight 
musical. 

Comedy is amply dispensed by 


ito W. C. Fields. 


Harry Blumenthal and Gower 
Champion do a Paul Draper-Larry 


Pittsburgh, April 25. 
Gali-Gali, the magician, has been 
booked to headline first defrosted 
floor show in almost five months at 
William Penn hotel's Terrace Room, 
beginning May 8. 
Since middle of December, town’s 


La Vie Parisienne, N. Y. 


Jeanne Morain is a French looker, 
tall, willowy, of nice voice, arrest- 
ing blonde personality and a picture 
potential who merits scouting. She 
has the same general Gallic intensity 
which trademarks most Continental 
chantooseys, but she has something 
more which many another diseuse 
lacks, and that is the fetching front. 


She’s young and an eyeful on the 


does — rostrum as she does her Sablonesque 
ilf< > ] 

tor “Le Fiacre” and that French 
| does takeoffs ranging from Churchill ‘ 


rhyming routine to the musical scale 
—but gets extra values out of it by 
| explaining the foreign lyrics. Her 
| “Bill” is 


“Show 
Frankie Masters Orch (14), with | rhythms. lution,” ihe Freon underground's 
Phyllis Miles, Gaylor Sisters (3),| Ay, bandleader would give his} \7, 1 song of lil a tion, is a power- 
Frank Cook, Bob Lewis, Carlton |¢yeteeth for the bandsmen in the| 41° sng stirring topper. Abel 
Emmy’s Madwags, June Lorraine: the music ng topper, 
“Cow ar good. 
House almost SRO Friday after-| TONY FARRAR 
Frankie Masters is a change of | "°°": Shal. 
pace, after about 10 weeks of ins. 
straight vaude and unit shows.| GALI-GALI HEADS NEW SHOW) 2 Vie Parisienne, N. Y. 
Brings a solid combo that knows Tony Farrar is a personable young 


comedian with a fine comedy flair. 
and an intelligent approach to his 
unique delivery, It’s his small talk 
and smart stance that project him 
as he discourses on the different 
dance styles (with ad lib taps to 
match). 


Light and bright, he’s OK for the 


No Nothin’,” and “Deacon Jones.” — | leading inn has played ice Tevues| class bistro league. Fortified with 
ces @ wihiri at has a playing. |! of nuch promise as a cafe funster. 

going “William 1 Uve ana &o ack i Abei. 
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N. Y. Class Cafes Bounce Back 
Over Weekend Despite 30% Tax 


The manner in which New York 
nitery business bounced back this 
past weekend indicates that the spots 
with big attractions will survive, 
30% or no, and that the moods of 
the times will have great effect on 
the general nitery b.o. This does not 
mean that the stiff tax rap is to be 
dismissed lightly. It is hurting 
plenty, especially in the lesser bis- 
tros. 

But, paradoxically, it was like New 
Year’s eve this weekend, with 400 
turnaways at the Waldorf; tables in 
the lobby of the Hotel Plaza’s Per- 
sian Room; turnaways at the Copa- 
cabana, Stork, Morocco, etc. 

On the other hand, Broadway con- 
tinues to be hard hit. The Hurri- 
cane, Latin ‘Quarter, Diamond Horse- 
shoe type of cabaret-restaurant, 
heretofore turnaway at dinner, is 
the reverse, with the grosses averag- 
ing $1,000 down some days, but with 
the supper, after-theatre takings on 
the upbeat. 

That may continue to be the case, 
since 30% tax on a $2.50 minimum 
for supper is to be preferred by the 
cautious spenders rather than a sim- 
ilar bite on a $5 or $6 dinner tab per 
person. 

Results have been bizarre. One 
class nitery found itself with more 
personnel in the kitchen than diners 
in the main room, but for supper 
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AND 


PATRICIA 


Thanks ‘‘Variety” 


notice in the review of 
the picture, ‘*Moon 
Over Las Vegas.” 


Just Closed El Cortez 
Hotel, Reno, Nevada 


This Week, April 26 
RKO Golden Gate The- 
atre, San Francisco 


ENTERTAINING OVERSEAS WITH 
USO-CAMP SHOWS 


they sat almost on the bandstand. 
The pros and cons on the severe 
30% tax bite, labeled “discrimina- 
tory” by many, sums up into two 
broad findings: (1) the Cafe O-wners 
Guild found itself caught shori in 
Washington, and is now too late and 
perhaps abortively trying to correct 
a situation which should never have 
been permitted to happen; (2) may- 
be the D. C. solons don't care about 
“more revenue” via the 30°; maybe, 
the wise boys now wonder, the main 
idea is to curb that loose drinking 
and spending, so that they'll be able 
to pay taxes. But, if that’s the case, 
why pick on the niteries? What about 
the racetracks and that record over- 
$3,000,000 handle at the Jamaica 
(N. Y.) racetrack last Saturday? 


Nightcluh Tax 


Continued from page 1 


and variety performers rising daily. 
Report submitted to the House Com- 
mittee shows more than 5,000 per- 
formers have already been thrown 
out of work with the number ex- 
pected to go to 20,000 by May 1. 
About 30,000 performers are engaged 
in the nitery field. 

Situation is especially acute on the 
Coast, according to the AGVA sur- 
vey, with Los Angeles cited as hav- 
ing 35 niteries shuttered as of April 
1, with 20 more due to close by 
May 1. 

Situation in the east and midwest 
finds Boston reporting 40 clubs to 
have closed as of last week and ma- 
jority of the remaining niteries have 
notified bookers to discontinue lining 
up performers since entertainment 
policy is being eliminated. Three 
hundred are already out of work and 
2,000 others face a similar situation. 
In Pittsburgh, 65% of the niteries 
and theatres have dropped their en- 
tertainment plans. 

New York City has been equally 
hard hit as has the south. Niteries 
below the Mason-Dixie line are, for 
the most part, either switching their 
policies or cutting down on their 
acts. 

Also due for a knockout blow by 
the surtax are hotel resort operators, 
who depend for their revenue on a 
short summer season, Majority of 
spots cannot operate minus enter- 
tainment and will find it tough going 
unless the tax is curbed. Estimated 
that the Catskill Mountain circuit 
offers employment to 2,500. 


Knutson Charges D. C. 


Using Power ‘to Destroy’ 
Washington, April 25. 

The 30% nitery tax may become a 
red-hot issue on Capitol Hill. 

Knutson issued a statement Mon- 
day night (24), relevant to the nitery 
tax, in which he charged Congress 
was using its taxing power “to de- 
stroy.” 

Same day Rep. Charles E. McKen- 
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Versatility in Rhythm 


zie, Louisiana Democrat, made a 


15,000 entertainers (AGVA cites a 
20,000 figure) threatened with loss of 


|}employment could, and should, find 
| work in the armed forces, war indcus- 


try or on farms. 

In his statement, Knutson declared: 
“When Congress increased 
on cabarets from 5% to 30%, which 
is 600%, it did not realize that it was 
using the taxing power to destroy, 
but that is precisely what is happen- 
ing. Already many have been put 
out of business and others will fol- 
low if relief is not given. 


KENNEDY 


On Tour for USO 


Overseas 


STAGE CAREER 


For Young Men 


Acrobatic-Adagio 


Must be strang, good looking, 5 feet. 
10 inches or taller, Experience Un- 
necessary, 

Send photos and deseription, details, 
draft status, age. 


Address: GEORGE GOLDEN, Devan- 
shire Hotel, E. Ohio St., Chicago. 


“It is not a question of whether we 
need cabarets in time of war, nor 


;new principle of using the 
|power to destroy? If cabarets are 
wrong, abolish them by law. We 
should have the courage to do it by 


not by subterfuge. 

“When John Marshall laid down 
the dictum in the McCulloch Case 
that the power to tax is the power 
to destroy, it was generally thought 
that he had charted our future 
course in taxation. For my part, I 
propose to follow that course and 


have had their day in court. Even 


though the country be at war, the 
Constitution is still in effect 106%, 
;jand we are not going to follow the 
iGestapo methods of Hitler if I can 
prevent it.” 


| speech in the House, stating that the | 


the tax | 


legal and constitutional methods, and | 


will not be a party to putting Ameri- | 
can citizens out of business until they | 


| gained 


| coast-to-coast radio network regular- 


| > 
Ki N |}does the question of revenue enter 
| into it. As I see it, the question is, | 


|shall we depart from the old-time 
| Ameriean principle of raising taxes 
for revenue with which to operate | 
|} the government, or shall we adopt a 
taxing | 


Being Wary 
Detroit, April 25. 
With niteries here having 
moved back the starting time of 
floor shows to take the 30% tax 
off the early diners, entertainers 
have grown more wary than 
ever of anything which might be 
constructed as entertainment. 
With the idea that if an enter- 
tainer as much “1s opens his 
mouth the place is liable to the 
tax, Sammy Dobert, orch leader 
at the Show Bar here, said, “So 
help me, I won’t even call a cus- 
tomer to the telephone before 
10 p.m.” 


House, Shortage Will 
Keep ‘Slap Happy’ On 
Tour at Least 4 Wks. 


Lou Walters’ inability to pact a 
Broadway house for his vaude revue, 
“Slap-Happy,” headlining Jay C. 
Flippen, will keep the show on tour 
at least four weeks, or until current 
legit house jam eases up. Same con- 
dition delayed rehearsals until: last 
week. 

Show bows in at Ford’s, Baltimore, 
May 8, with Pittsburgh set for the 
following week and then two weeks 
in Philadelphia. 

In addition to Flippen, show will 
include Chico Marx, Renee De 
Marco, Cross and Dunn, Gene Shel- 
don, Pat Rooney, Eddie Hanley, 
Whetson Bros., Terry Lawlor and 
others. Ray Kavanaugh will be mu- 
sical director. 


MARION HARRIS DIES 
IN N. Y. HOTEL FIRE 


Marion Harris, vaude, nitery, mu- 
sicomedy singer and one of the 
pioneer artistes in recording songs, 
died Sunday night (23) as result of 
fire in her room at the Hotel Le 
Marquise, New York. According to 
police, the singer had gone to bed 
with a lighted cigaret that ignited 
the mattress. Not disclosed whether 
she died of burns or suffocation. She 
had registered at the hotel under her 
marriage name, Mrs. Mary Ellen 
Urry. Identification was made by 
Peggy Hopkins Joyce, a friend. An- 
other official identification was 
made Tuesday (25) at the City 
morgue by Rose Perfect, also a long 
time friend. Body was removed to 
Universal Chapel, N. Y., to await 
further instructions re burial from 
deceased's husband. 

Miss Harris, wife of Leonard Urry, 
London theatrical agent, came to 
New York about two months ago for 
treatment after being bombed out of 
her home in London. She had been 
a patient at the Neurological Insti- 
tute for several weeks prior to regis- 
tering at the hotel. 

Miss Harris began her theatrical 
career by singing with colored slides 
that motion picture houses used to 
use, and it was in an obscure theatre 
that the late Vernon Castle dis- 
|covered her. She was brought to 
|New York by Charles Dillingham 
and opened in latter’s star-studded 
|production of “Stop, Look and 
| Listen,” which preemed at the Globe 


| theatre, now a film house. She later 
lappeared in “Ziegfeld’s Midnight 
Frolic,” “Yours Truly” and other | 
successful musical shows. She later 
diverted to vaudeville, where she 
was highly popular for years, and 
toured the bigtime circuits, playing 
many repeats at the Palace, N. Y. 
Blonde and slender, Miss Harris’s 

soft-voiced rendition of blues songs 
her nation-wide popularity. 
In the early 1930’s she sang over a 


ly and became known as “The Little 
Girl With the Big Voice.” She also | 
made many recordings, probably her | 
best known being “The Man I Love” 
land “I Ain't Got Nobody,” 
sold over several millions of records. | 

Miss Harris was married in 1924 to 
Rush Hughes, son of Rupert Hughes, 
novelist and playwright. 
two children, Rush, Jr., and Mary | 
Ellen. They were divorced in 1928. | 
Miss Harris went to London about 10 
years ago to appear in a show and | 
several years ago she was married | 
to Urry. | 


Convenient Switch | 
Billy Eckstine, Negro vocalist, was 
moved from the Yacht Club, 52d 
street, N. Y., spot to the Onyx Club | 
right across the way last week after | 
the former, injured by the 30% tax, | 
sought to cut his salary. He claims} 
the spot owes him a week's salary. | 
He replaced Billie Holiday at the | 
Onyx. 


Will R 


They had/s 


Can. 15% Withholding Tax Invoked 
Because of U.S. Acts Chiseling 


Lee Mortimer Collects 


On Chinese Nitery Revue 


An ad lib idea about an all-Chinese 
nitery revue is now realizing Lee 
Mortimer, N. Y. Mirror film and cafe 
critic, $100 a week royalty from 
“Caprice Chinois” and $150 when it 
goes into vaudeville. . 

He gave Frank Law of the Hotel 
Belmont - Plaza’s Glass Hat 
(N.Y.) the idea, and when Milton 
Krasny (General Amusement Corp.) 
put the all-Oriental cast together, the 
newspaperman was given a royalty 
contract. 

Revue, current at the Glass Hat, 
has been booked into Loew’s State 
on Broadway for week of May 18, 
after closing at the Glass Hat. 


E. M. Loew Settles With 
AGVA on Mass. House 


Opening show Friday (21) at the 
Court Square theatre, Springfield, 
Mass., was delayed when Ed Nerrett, 
Boston regional representative of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
instructed performers not to go on 
following receipts of a telegram to 
that effect from Dave Fox, director 
of AGVA Local No. 5, New York. 

Ban was lifted in time for show to 
get under way after E. M. Loew, op- 
erator of the theatre chain that runs 
the Court Square, sent $90 to the 
N. Y. local covering three days’ back 
salary for Josie Thorpe. Controversy 
over performer’s salary had caused 
AGVA to put the Court Square on 
its “unfair” list as of April 7, but 
matter was slated to be settled last 
week following promise of Loew to 
meet with Fox Thursday (20) and 
thrash out the matter. When Loew 
failed to keep his appointment, AGVA 
clamped down again, although pre- 
viously it had interposed no objec- 
tions to performers playing the Court 
Square, 

Miss Thorpe claimed she was 
forced to quit the Springfield bill 
after not being given sufficient time 
to get equipment for her novelty act 
in order, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., April 25. 
Benny Ressler back from New 


‘York. Will produce “Our Town” here 


for the next War Bond drive, under 
auspices of Rotary Club. Admission 
by bond purchase. Eddie Vogt will 
assist in producing. 

After curing here, Albert C. Bag- 
dasarian has been added to staff of 
announcers at local station WNBZ. 

Jerry Sager here for a weekend 
0.0. Okay and back to work. 

Thanks to Joe Laurie, Jr., Milton 
Berle, Jackie Heller, Frank Cannon, 
Cross & Dunn, Senator Ed Ford and 
Juanita Elliott for books and other 
reading matter to patients of the col- 
ony. 

Winnie Heagney, Jack Clancy, 
A. B. (Tony) Anderson and Dr. 
Henry Leetch made honorary mem- 
bers ,of Good Samaritan Club for 
their efforts in promulgating cheer 
up campaign where most needed. 

Study and Craft Guild 


sita Rios, former 
Chico, Greenwich Village, N. Y., is 
featured. Proceeds to Red Cross. 

Ronald Alexander visited Jordy 
McClean last week and was pleased 
with latter’s improvement. 

Kay (RKO) Laus_ upped for 
lunches and taking shorthand and 
bookkeeping lessons via the local 
Craft Guild. 

Howard Levy has been upped for 
breakfasts, while Dick Puff has been 
okayed for mild exercise. 

Kitty Daugherty and Stella Mae 
Pebler received summer O.K. con- 
tracts, both adding weight and good 
health. 

Jeanne Dunn left for 
after a two-week 
spent with Mathea 


New York 
vacation mostly 
Merryfield at the 
ogers 


Write to those who are ill. 


staging | 
“Gay Nineties” revue and dance. Ro- | 
thrush of the EI | 


room | 


Recently instituted 15% Canadian 


withholding tax on U. S. performers” 
salaries apparently is not being de- 
ducted by all clubs and theatres, and 
some seem to have no knowledge of 
it. Order, made effective several 
weeks ago by Canadian income tax 
heads, was due to the practice of U.S, 
performers circulating from one job 
to another, telling employers in each 
spot they had just come from the 
States and had not worked in Canada 
previously. 

Tax is due on all salaries over $660 
for single persons and $1,200, mar- 
ried. At the end of the tax years 
performers can file regular returns 
on Canadian-earned cash and receive 
a rebate if they’ve paid too much, 
Sums paid Canada can, it’s claimed, 
be deducted on U. S. returns, too, by 
agreement between the countries, 

Some spots apparently are absorb- 
ing the tax without informing artists. 
Others claim they know nothing of 
it, such as Al & Belle Dow, who sup- 
ply the Gayety theatre, Montreal. 
Dows assert they will absorb the tax 
after establishing its existence. 


Freddie Fischer’s bandmen are 
held over indefinitely at the Radio 
Room, Hollywood. 
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Fifth Week 
Jack Lynch’s 
WALTON ROOF 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


JEAN TIGHE 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE ROYS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


Personal Management: 


AL BORDE 


Eddie Oliver’s Orchestra 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 


Personal Management—JOHN SHANAHAN 
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i1et Bills 
WEEK OF APRIL 27 
Numerals in connection wiih bills below indicate opening day of show, 
whether full or split’ week, 
l cibbons Tough Guys 
Loew Palace (28-1) PATERSON 
Son Gu Ninet 
(9-3) 
Capitel ; Hippodrome (27) 2 
WASHINGTON | PHILADELPHIA 
| Capitel (25) ‘I es 
\ 4 1 & LaR 
Sate (23) Siu | 
\ } tl State (25-29) j \ilen & Wher 
‘ \ i PROVIDENCE 
\ ard I Wetropelitan (28-20) 
(30-2) Rav Eb 
Paramount she | SPRINGFIELD 
BOSTON | an RIN: 
(27) Court Sq. (27-30) 
cla | ‘ cu 
NEW YORK | tho Leonel 
Vemple (26th Onty) | “CAMDEN Vieto 
Porameount (26) ‘gh Powers (28-30) Ave n 
( O'Neill Sia 4 Bob 
| riedl 
1» ‘ | il 
Chicage NEW BORGH Liberty 1-30) Hsutterbeans & Susie 
Joa Kitz (Sth Howell & Thom | WOONSOCKET 
‘ Ha onette 
HARTEORD ‘ ‘ 
Strate (28-80) & Hest 
Ore \\ | 
Virgin \ustin | WORCESTER 
NEWARK Plymouth (25-26) 
Ndams (27) u 
e Gaile N 
Bunic® Leone 
BOSTON lal Le Re NORDOL Mredidie Sty 
Kho (27) Cy Ri es (27) Stu Art Catren 
Cab Cal (ore CLEVELAND ho & ttn 
Alte (23) 
A u Orc 
Cab Jivers Yue Ro Cab Ri 
t Bill 
| aDdaret bulls 
Ray Ebert ' 1> 
CINCINN. 
ANCINS NEW YOKK CITY 
‘“astor Gre altace (2-4) Aquarium Rest. Eddie Tord 
Helen Forrest Shep Fields Ore Tones Boys (3) Gerdon Andrews O 
BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 
CALIFORNIA BANK BLOG. 
Hal Sherinan Mia Leth Hughes Ink Hollow 3 
lary 13 ollow 3 Club 51 
| Rufe Davis | \ugie Bond Frankie 
20) Eddie | The Mleshinen (3) Pat Warringt 
To tucker Ore | Armando’s “Prot’ Adducie 
Mavion Hutton | indals | Ann lrancine Hilda Tayloy 
Bal Tabarin Marco 
Roy Douglas Peggy O'Neill 
Montmartra Gis Marie MeCall 
u ern |; Acorn & Simmons Marcia Kent 
Barrie Barbara Duane 
| Lou Harold Ore Chily 1-2-3 
| 1 ranis Warren Ore | Roger Siearns 
Bill Bertoloitts Myra Wingsiey 
ALABAM A Raleigh Norma Raymond Copacabana 
Birmingham Siwie (27-99%) fuautra Wilson Joe KL Lewis 
_Pantage (27-80) | Red Mor & Lovely | Vincent Pierce & KE Bat 
Talk of the lown Salisbury Sally Goodwin Maureen ¢ non 
Mobile St Moxa Gifford Mildred ta 
Lyric (2@-29 ate (27) 
(26-29) Renfro Valley Show | Loretta Lane Carol King 
Tropical Wi Victor Dietz Do 
Selma Vilmington Jud Baker 
Why (25) Carolina | George Morris Ore Hoel Ore 
Troepigal Nights & Beauty 1 Don Svivio Ore Marti Ore 
Winston-Salem Roberto Ore Cou Rvuge 
Augusta. State (23) Bill’s Gay 90's KRathleen Kova 
Modjeska (27-29) ve Dears of 1994 Mthel Gilbert Dick Wilson Orch 
TH AROLANA | Jorn Reilly B Lizony Knemble 
hdlerson i ¢ it ; Rosoff Dis 
Royal (25-99) Criterion (26) Diamond Tlorseshoe 
Follies Berni Viei's Rey hl Willare \ en 
Savannah Charleston Victor 
Waycross ls | Sy] ia 
Cerolina (24) | Gay 90's Quartette | Marry Meehan 
a 1 & Fen 
Dont ( ‘Ol IN Blue _ Angel Jan Ail son 
Charlotte Center Res | muds 
Caroling (28-29) 
Greensbore Danville | Al DSMI rH BROS 
High Point Ku anoke Latin Quarter, 
Paramount (21) Reanoke (16) 
Red & Lovely » \ NOW 
EDDIE SMITH 
j Ix j | Ro { P 
NEW CIT (20) Trio | Jos ( 
Strand (28) i Tie finrlequin 
Ped & © | | bu n 
(24) | Stanley (°S Cafe Soviety 
Tod 7 ( (i ptows 
pt 
heenes (24-26) i 4 
. | it 
D 
PHILADELPHIA | tric I j j flotel Astor 
Warle (28) Stantey (25 i n Ore 
Hae { tate Soctety i core 
Bs Nig Lenn Ga (Downtown) Mote! Getment 
‘Wun ! Primus Plaza 
Ma Williams (Glass tat) 
White rt Ore 
Eddie vood Ore | Kin 
n epen n Casbah Mei Ling 
Sandra Kiraly Wathr Lee Chang 
ns 3 Wo M4 
I Yates Ore Hotet Biltmore 
NEW YORK CITY | Paco Co Casino Kusse Ant ren 
Music Hall (23) [Ray Nina Tarasova Hal Chase 
nm & Vishe fhe Lures 1) t? enl R: fle: rton Ore 
n Renee x s Khad: “Commodore 
J Cio LONG Ist N Veralle Ballet Georgie Avid Orc 
Geo Young Vladimir Lazarev Mi ley es 
Roxy (27) Howell & Bowse Codolban Gre Hotei Dixte 
Paul Whiteinan Orc (ellie bra Cerutti's Al Trace 
Jean, Jack & J (Claire S Tom Morro Hlotel Edison 
Je Brideson Tine M; 3 Steele Art Kassel Cre 
Koi Al Yoni Morro Hotel Essex Honse 
(27) Maxine Jolinson N!} D’Aniico Ore 
ki Gorden Club i8 Hotel 
du i Roy McIntire Ore 
Crate, m (25) Vin Curran Leilan 
Chis & Be ra Wells & 4 Favs Noel Tas Mokihbana 
Bros & if Kathryn Hert Patso Marco Al Melntire 


Aloma 


| 


CHATTER 


Broadway 


Publicist 


David E. Green in Miami } 


| old 


Beach. 

Janice Joyce to Coast to see moth- 
er, who is seriously 111. 

Annual meeting of Actors Fund set 
for May 12 at Lyceum theatre. 

Al Jolson’s father ill in Washing- 
ton, the star is expected east shortly. 

Joe Bigelow to Coast briefly, will 
return to New York for, indefinite 
sta\ 

Blue Network's Bob Wambolcdt to 
his Maryland farm for a quickie va- 
cation 

Phil Cohan to Hollywood to pro-'! 
| duce Durante-Moore radio show for 


| Barnum & Bailey 


| tan area newsstand 


Esty age 
George A. Florida, 
of Dante’s "Sim Sala Bim,” 
“Slap Happy.” 
Ray Milland, 
in Dark” for 
from Coast foi 
Many circus 
with grippe and 


icy. 
agenting 


male star in “Lady 
Paramount, in N. Y. 
rest and vacation. 

performers downed 
out of Ringling, 
Hotel 


into the 


No 


Hildegarde back 
Plaza next Tuesday. 
with the Waldort, 
ported elsewhere. 


and Nova Scotia with Nedda 
gan in “Personal Appearance. 

Lee and Louis Sobol’s 25th anni- 
versary celebration this afternoon 
(Wed.). Had to shift from home to 
Reuben’s because of large party list. 

Medicos nixed plan to operate on 
Johnny O'Connor for sciatic condi- 
eancelled reservation 


larri- 


who was ahead 


show temporarily. | 


wrangling | 
as erroneously re- 


Georgie Jessel in from the Coast 
for a week, coincidental with his 
studio boss, Darryl] Zanuck, although | 
they came separately. 

Leo Chalzel taking it easy on) 

| Broadway after USO tour of Iceland | 


| Me 


tion so he's 

at Washington's Walter Reed hos- 

pital. 
Paul Kennedy, for two years with | 


Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs in N. Y., and previously radio- | 
filmy critic of Cincinnati Post six 


vears, has joined the N. Y. Times 


screen dept. 


Hillman publications now making 
being a plaque } 


awards, first 
to “Winged Victory.” 44th Street, as 
having been given “the best recorded 
exploitation and promotion campaign 


of the year.” 

Union Dime Savings Bank, N. Y., 
is trying to locate Jimmie Fox. ac- 
tor, or his heirs in case of death for 
purpose of settling an unclaimed ac- 
count. Fox lived for some time at 
the New York Athletic Club, N. Y. 


annual 


Passes for Ringling, Barnum and 
Bailey circus, Madison Square Gar- 
den, require 70 cents tax each, that 


of the $3.50 normal top, 
30-cent service 


being 20% 
but there’s a 
in addition, 
deuce for a pair. 

Talk of a reprint of 
torial.’ Nat Dorfman’s new illustrat- 
ed mag of current Broadway stage 
hits, within a fortnight. First print- 
ing of 150,000 was distributed na- 
tionally last Friday. and metropoli- 
sales are reported 


“Stage Pic- 


good, 


Lincoln 
e Cre 

‘Me Walter Jo 

| Gladys Te | Beat e tung Oye 
KE st Ila ry Lou Martin Or¢ 
Bric Correa Ore Monte Carlo 
Hotel New Yorker | D Gasparre Ore 
Jerry W On Klayne Liluine 
| Hotel Park Centra:) Ralph Rotgers Ba 
Bob Che r Oy Delore Del Carmen 
G & G Bernard Old 
sates | Raldph cle 
Carle Ore Harrie 

Hotes Vierre Nivi 
\\ t s & Angeline idie Banks 
orrest Goode? rough Joe LaPorte Ore 
Kitty Crawfors | Paris Qui Chante 
Stantey Melba “Ore ire ililda 

Hotel Plaza j Bob Mau 
Bob Hannon June 
Celeste Holm Plest 
k Mont Ore elle 
Boh Graht Orc “Queen 

Hotel Roosevelt Naya Grecia 
G Lombardo Ore |‘ taine & Larry 
ter Perner Ore Gu Mat Girls 
Hotel Savoy Plaza, lat Clayton 
Cc ‘nte Ore Irving Conn Ore 
Florinda Peter Rotunda bd 
Joseph Morvin Ore Kogers Cocner 

Hotel Sheraton Korn lobblers 
tuncan § Harry Lefeourt Ore | 
M Papaya Hawaiians 
Letty Westmore Victor Quartet 
Hotel St. Moritz Harold Green 
Polores Del Carmen | loss apres a 
Ron Perry Ore Phil D'Arcy 

Hotel St. Regis Mertsnia kers 
Freddy Miller Ore | Sis Schotb Ore 
Theodora Brooks | Ruban Bleu 
Virginia jin Coca 
Hob Ore =| Bill Good 
Eva Ore e Courieneys 

Taft Irwin Core 
Loner Ore | Herman Chittison 3 
Vi: Ju Mon 
Riu iS n Sammy's 
\ Lo Bowery Gay 90's 
Ove iJack Sheeh 
aM ha Ore Spivy Root 
Hurricane 
Puke Or Walter Liberace 
Wini Jolnset Fred Keating 
ul len Stork Club 
( ~ Ru Smith Orch 
Alb Tavern-on-Green 
& J Brandon | Joe Ricardel Ore 
Bun Biros | Tony's ‘Trouville 

Jimmy Kelly’a | Cy Wat 
Glenda Hope j ftita Nol na 
Jeanne Lynne Alex Giraldo 
jlo Aun Collier Hiarry Le Roy 
John Rockwood | 
turke 2 Bus Davis 
ferry Spike Ubangi Club 
Renee Viola Jefferson 
Mildred Truce Hot Cha Drew 
io o & Rosita Versailles 
Carter & Ross Carl Brisson 
Lorna hode Rosini 
Joe Capello Ore Ray Sinatra Ore 

Kelly's Stahle Machito Td 
Clark Monroe Ore Dianna Co ais 
Col ian Tfawkins Larry Dougtin 
Clat ce Profit 3 Village 
Dit Patterson Zev Carver 
tilly Daniecis Dick Thomas 
Miss Rhapsody Red ‘ 

La Conga Estelle Loring 
Vict< lo. ri rile 
tear Clair Pop Brownlee’s 
Vanguard 
Machito Rhumba Ba; 
i Ginger Diule 

La Martinique Tyne 

Wive) 
More Aimsterdam Rob Lee 
ai on Carmen Montova 
Maxi Bergere O 
ergere Ure Mile. Hildeen 
Socasses Ore Gerirude fFlild 

Latin Quarter The Paulens 
Mazzone & Alsbott larry Tlorton Ore 
foave Apollon Zanzibar 
Walter Nielson Ethel Waters 
the Blanchards Maurice Rocco 
Don MeGrane Oreb! Son & Sonny 
Jose Cortez Orch Peppers 
fa Vie Parisienne HWaroid Nicholas 
Celeste Holm Tops & Wilda 

Leon & Eddie's Sabby Lewis Orch 
Davis Peewee Marquette 
Sherry Britton Hal Thomas Bd 
| 
| N Y C iti 
| . ¥. Gritics 
—umg Continued from page 1 
make up their minds, and cast no 
ballots. 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel” 
(Beck) was chosen the best foreign 
play, that selection being closest to 
an argument. Because it was written 
in German (Franz Werfel), although | 
the scripting was done in Hollywood 
by S. N. Behrman. it was decided to | 

call it “foreign.” It’s the play which | 
Burton Rascoe, not in the Circle. said 
couldn't click unless one of the 
le vas replaced. That guy picked 
on Annabella, who picked right back 

t him. 

Those who voted for the Hellm: 

| dran a: -Ward Morehouse, Sun; How- 

jard Barns Herald Tribune: Kelce 

| Allen, Women’s Wear: Arthur Pol- 

llock, Brooklyn Eagle: Joseph Gass- 
! Decision: T. H. Wenning, News- 
veek: Je: Zinsser, Cue 

Vo to Turtle” vore Lew 
Nicho ime nd George F - 
Telegi ring Tomor- 

} Cc} NT 
| Kronenberger. PM: Wi a Waldort 
iP Wolcot G ) New Yorke 
Re amor Gilder, Theatre Arts 
| Robe Gairlat Journal-Ameri 
Burt R World-Telegrar 

ot men Cl e Circk Mi 

ror’s representative was abser 


Edgar Kennedy Winds Up 
Theatre Tour in Ciney 


Edgar 


week thea 


winds 
next mo 


<ennedy 
tre tour 


up 
nth, 


eight- 


mak- | 


ing final p. a. May 25 in Cincinnati. 

Film comedian, who signed man- 

agerial contract with Frederick Bros. | 

last week, heads for the Coast in 

June to resume in pix. 
Memphis Niiery Reopens 

Memphis, April 25. 

Blue Rvom at the Gayoso Hotel} 
uturday (22) after being 


opened S: 
closed for 


nearly a year. 


Husband of Karen Edith Van Pelt 
Andersen, known professionally as 
Karen Pelt, is trying to locate her. 
Unconfirmed reports are that dancer 


charge | 
making it one buck or a! 


| fied 


| in medical of Free 


was killed in air raid in Norway in 
1940. Sister, Valborg, who had been | 
living in Germantown, Pa., said to | 
have been notified. Since remarried 
and cannot be located. Refer infor- 
mation to M. A. Ryan, 337 E. 30th 
street, N. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Beatrice Kay booked for Stanley | 
week of May 19. | 

Sol Helle: reopening ynothei 
Yacht Club (old one sank). 

Ethel Barrymore's return at Nixo: 
in “The Corn Is Green,” cancelled 

Stadlers and Gloria Lee Dancers ; 
headlining new show at Nixon Cale 

Miriam Sage line featured in new 
floor show at the Trelon, East Lib- 
ert 

Little Jackie Heller due bas k June 
1 from year-long USO to of the 
South Pa 

La rence Welk’s band and Johr 
(Seat) Davi booked for Stantie 
week of May » 

George (Lefty) Miller in town 
eat the dru for Gi Kibbee 

Soal 
Jr., pianist-son of 


‘onductor, checked in at 


Zar 


fOr run. 

Mary Wentling, Playhouse p.a., go- 
ing overseas for Red Cross, replaced 
by Mrs. Fred W alker. } 

Benny Baker rehearsing Stu Er- |} 
win’s- role in “Good Night Ladies.” 
Erwin leaves cast May 6. 

W. U. Christman, managing editor 
of Post-Gazette, recovering from 


serious in 
hospital. 


Dunninger 


operation 


set for one-night stand 


; at Vogue ‘Terrace on May 22 under 
auspices of The Junto, McKeesport 
organization. 

Grace Moore in “Tosca” on Mav 8 
will launch week of grand opera by 
Philadelphia La Scala Company at 
| Syria Mosque. 

Variety Club has just been in- 
formed that a big army bomber has 


Presbyterian 


fii'st 


been 


named The Barker after the 
shawmen’s organization. 
Alice Gerber, long-time featured 
singer at Music Bar, at Don Met;‘< 
for a run with Bar's droppir of 
entertainment to escape the tax. 


Hollywood 


Zeppo Marxes adopted a 10-month 
boy. 

Ann Dvorak to Texas for a tour of 
Army hospitals. 

Steffi Duna (Mrs. Dennis O’Kee fe) 
hospitalized for observation 


Deanna Durbin returned to work 
after long siege of laryngitis. 

Ken Murray's “Blackouts” pa sed 
the -$1,000,000 mark at the boxofti ice, 

Bruce Manning checking out of 
Universal after seven years of script. 
ing, 

Veronica Lake fined $50 and lost 
her driving license 20 days for speed. 
ing. 

Gail Patrick to Canada to help the 
sixth War Bond Drive above the 
border. 

Carl Gose, Selznick contraciee 


changed his film na 
MecKaye. 

George Landry, 
cent Sency, 
heart attack. 

Jennifer Holt filed suit 


me to Scott 


of the Frank Vin- 
hospitalized alter @ 


for divorce 


against Major William M. Ritchey, 
Marine fiver. 
Herbert J. Yates hosted 300 


wounded sailors at the weekly Mas- 
quers Club dinner. 

John W. Bricker, governor of Ohio. 
guesting with -his cousin, George 
Bricker, screen writer. 

Carmel Myers working in “Give 
This “Woman” at Warners, her 
sere in 10 years. 
Fleet, animal trainer 
the Clyde Beatty circus, lost a 
in a fight with a chimpanzee. 

Bud Abbott reopening his enlarged 
valley nitery as Abbott's Backstage. 

LeRoy Mason fractured two ribs 
in a runaway accident on Republic’s 
ranch. 


with 


finger 


Rodney Pantages, pressed by nu- 
merous activities, has turned over 
his agency business to Lou Snitzer 
and Al Fritschi, his partners for 
eight years, 

Mexico Cit 
Maria Teresa Avelar, singer. re- 


sumed concerts at station XEB after 
five-year absence. 

Mexican film executives attended 
first exhibition of Russian document- 
ary films at Soviet embassy. 

Deluxe cinema being built at Tam- 
pico by Vincent Villasana, publisher, 
at a cost of $1,000,000 (Mex). 

Dante Aguilar, announcer 
tion XEOY, to station XEW. 
Marin vy Kall, XEW announcer, 
XEOY. 

Miguel Lerdo de Tejada, Jr., takes 
his typical Mexican orchestra to Ar- 
gentine for six-month engagement 
this month. 

Clasa Films has abolished its pub- 
licity department with reason 
given, Publicity staff fully indemni- 
in cash for dismissal. 

Alma Lorena, film actress, enlisted 
French and 


at sta- 
Ruben 
to 


leaving soon for North Africa. The 
French actress’ new film is “Man in 
Iron Mask,” made here. 

Two Universal films in for long 
runs here, “Flesh and Fantasy” be- 
ing in third wes at Cine Olimpia 
ind “His Butler’s Sister” in ond 
at Cine Teatro Alameda. 

Francisco Hormaechea f 
Columbus Films, readyit ( ( 
tion of several small studi ne 
those of Clasa, biggest in Mexico. 
Claga is to equip them and p e 
lab service 

Chicago 

Jacl Robbi } head of R > 
Musie Corporation, will end two 
wee] ere 

ind Chita op 
} e] Fi (91) 

Al Fu Palmer Hous¢ 
tising manasei co ak his 
home from pntomaine pol 

Bill Hanson. who ha be = 
a of the Words and Mi [ne., 
office here moving to Nt 
ame organization 

Ilka Chas 1\ddressed an ove fl 


crowd at the Executive’s Club Iu 

eon Friday (21) and told t 

war is changing men. 
Russell Facchine. vice-president 


the Music Corp America 
has reported to (i or 
| doctrination as U.S. 
Navy. 

Herb Lyons. pud- 
licist, now in eups 
and exploitation i re cit: 
cuit. Formerly h eral ef 


| the chain's out!: 


“Female Wan! test run 
of any play in Put on 
by the Actors Creative 
Theatre. Inec., ai ester the- 
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‘First Lady of the Stage’ 


Asked to name the “First Lady of the Stage” from among Ethel 
Barrymore, Helen Hayes and Katharine Cornell, six of Broadway's 
first-line drama critics varied their choice, with Ethel Barrymore get- 
ting the majority of votes (3). 

Queried by Jimmy Jemail, the Inquiring Fotographer in N. Y. Daily 
News Tuesday (25), Ward Morehouse of the N. Y. Sun, Robert Cole- 
man of the Mirror and Burton Rascoe of the World-Telegram, chose 
Miss Barrymore. Coleman said “her name is synonymous with the 
stage.” Rascoe called her “the spirit of the theatre at its best, the 
continuer of a great tradition.” Morehouse, calling it close, chose 
Miss Barrymore for “her years of active stardom,” but said that his 
way out of the dilemma was to cast “a nostalgic vote for Maude 
Adams.” 

Burns Mantle, News critic-emeritus, picked Helen Hayes because in 
stock she'd outdo the other two. John Chapman, also of the News, 
also chose Miss Hayes, because of her wide variety of roles. Howard 
Barnes, Herald-Tribune, hedged completely, liking Miss Barrymore’s 
voice, Miss Cornell’s personality, and Miss Hayes’ technique. 


Inside 


“War President,” performed before invited audiences at the Shubert, 
N. Y., Monday and yesterday (24-25) afternoon after first being slated for 
the Labor Stage, was shown gratis under rules of the Experimental The- 
atre by Nat Sherman, a new author, who wrote the latest Lincoln drama. 

While the actors appeared as volunteers and the house was rent-free, 
the cost of presentation was estimated to have been around $2,500. Ex- 
penses have been upped by unions since previous experimental perform- 
ances. A press agent for “President” was under salary for one week 
instead of three days, also a company manager, although no tickets were 
sold. Stagehands, too, were paid for the performances and two dress 
rehearsals. Free use of some stage equjpment was granted by the Theatre 
Guild, whose “Othello” is at the Shubert. 

Money was raised by Sherman and his friends, members of luncheon club 
known as the Escholiers, disbursements being made by the Experimental 
Theatre outfit, which otherwise did not participate. Play is reviewed in 
current issue. 


First issue of Theatrical Calendar, legit guide, appeared Saturday (22). 
Turned out by Celebrity Service, Inc., it is neatly mimeographed, with 
some printed matter, latter listing Broadway theatres, with locations and 
telephone numbers. Additional data gives the names of each company 
manager in addition to the press agent. There is also a full alphabetical 
listing of piayers in current Broadway shows, star and feature billing be- 
ing indicated, 

First guide to replace that formerly gotten up by Sam Zolotow was com- 
piled by two girls, Joan Marlowe and Betty Blake. Former was of the 
stage and is the wife of Ward Morehouse, critic and drama columnist of 
the Sun. Miss Blake is with the magazine Newsweek. 


There is some similarity in. book background of “Allah Be Praised,” 
currently at the Adelphi, N, Y., and “Dream With Music,” which bowed in 
Boston last week. Locale of “Allah” is mostly Persian, while “Dream” 
has atmosphere of “The Arabian Nights.” 

Richard Kollmar produced “Dream,” while Alfred Bloomingdale is pre- 
senter of “Allah.” They were associated in producing “Early to Bed” 


(Broadhurst, N. Y.). 


Lt. Col. Warren P. Munsell, who arranged for a new Stage Door Can- 
teen in London for the American Theatre Wing, returned to N. Y. last 
week. Former general manager of the Theatre Guild has been assigned 
to Wright Field, after which he will return to England, where he’s on the 
operational staff of the Army Air Force, 


Equity got quick action in its announced quest for Zelma O’Neal. The 
actress has been contacted with information that more than $800 due on a 
salary claim awaits her at the association’s New York quarters. Miss 
O'Neal is living on the outskirts of Los Angeles with Pat O’Moore, her 
husband. 


Laurence Schwab is in The Saturday Evening Post (22) again, this time 
with a fiction story called “I Won't Play.” It’s the tale of a pianist from 
New York’s 52d street nightspots, who is in the army stationed on a South 
Pacific island. 


ROBESON OFF 
EQUITY SLATE 


Regular ticket for Equity’s annual 
election has been named, and there 
is little chance of an opposition slate | 
although for a time that was possible. 


De Koven’s ‘Robin Hood’ 
Readied for Revival 


R. H. Burnside is readying a revi- 


Hood” operetta. 

That means the Shuberts will be 
associated, as they were in his Gil- 
bert & Sullivan season. 


NEW FARCE SETS REHEARSAL 


Decision by Paul Robeson not to be- “Birds of a Feather,” farce by 
come a candidate for the council ap-| Nevins Taylor, will reach production 
pears to have clarified a situation | via the new producing combine of 
that threatened to arise within} Monroe Ehrman and George Ma- 
Equity. 
“Othello,” Shubert, N. Y.. 
have been identified in the past with 
communists, whose policies are con- 
trary to those of Equity, 


is said to| will direct. 


and bow in at Ford’s, Baltiniore. It 
will play several other out-of-town 
dates before steering into New York. 


Colored actor was named by the 


or being employed by the association. | 
When Robeson was asked by the} 
nominators if he belonged to any or- 


nominating commiitee, with the idea | 

of maintaining unity within Equity. Frisco Operetta Season 

Eq lity has a rule. barring Nazis, | San Francisco, April 25. 
Communists and Fascists from office! With advance ticket sales big, San 


Francisco Civie Light Opera Assn. 
will open its fifth annual spring sea- 
son with “New Moon” at the Curran 


val of Reginald de Koven’s “Robin | past season, has a very good chance 


Robeson, who is starring in| honey. Latter, former stock director, | 


Goes into rehearsal in two weeks) 


Operetta for B’way To 
Have B.A. Premiere 


Walter Brooks, producer-director 
who has been more or less inactive 
for several seasons, will sponsor new 
operetta, “Flowers of Algiers,” with 
score by Leo Koke, book and lyrics 
by Salvador Valverde. 

Operetta will be given Buenos 
Aires world preem in June for a 
month’s run with local talent and 
is expected to be reproduced for 
Broadway in September with an all- 
American cast. 


ROSE CONCENTRATES ON 
‘SEVEN LIVELY ARTS’ 


Billy Rose, who is going into ac- 
tion with three Broadway produc- 
tions due during the summer and 
early next season, is concentrating 
particularly on “Seven Lively Arts,” 
aimed for the Ziegfeld, N. Y., which 
he and Ben Marden bought several 
months ago. He told friends that it 
doesn’t matter to him if that revue 
isn’t profitable, main idea being to 
put the house back on the legit map 
after 10 years of films. Definitely 
engaged for far is Fanny Brice, with 
Groucho Marx a possibility. Show 
is being written by George S. Kauf- 
man, with Hassard Short staging and 
Norman Bel Geddes designing the 
settings. 

Latest play announced by Rose is 
“Emily Brady,” by Donald Ogden 
Stewart, a melodrama. Orson Welles 
will stage the play in San Francisco 
prior to Broadway. “Money, Money, 
Money,” a farce by Nathaniel Curtis, 
is slated for June showing on Broad- 


B'way Legit Unaffected By 20% Tax; 
Most Beefs at Rap Come at the B.0. 


way. 


Cynda Glenn Comedy 
Lead In ‘Face It’ Tour 


“Let's Face It,” the Danny Kaye 
Broadway musical, has been set for 
a road tour, with W. Horace Schmid- 
lapp as the producer in place of Vin- 


ton Freedley. Show will open in 
Baltimore May 22; play ashington, 
Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Chicago 
(in last-named, June 26 for a run), 
then head west to L. A. 


No male lead has been set for the 
Kaye role, although Dick Powell and 
Bert Wheeler are reported to have 
been offered and turned the role 
down. Joy Hodges has been offered 
a femme lead. Cynda Glenn, com- 
edienne, has been signed for the Eve 
Arden role, with the privilege of 
doubling in niteries on tour. 


‘Rosalinda’ Ends Tour In 
D. C.; Due Again in Fall 


“Rosalinda,” operetta which has 
been on the road since ending a 
Broadway run of 65 weeks last Jan- 
uary, winds up its tour May 13, when 
it will have completed a two-week 
date in Washington. 

Show was a surprise hit, presented 
by Lodewick Vroom by arrangement 
with the New Opera Co. It is slated 
for the road again next fall. 


Helen Goes to Trey 


Yolanda Mero-Ivion-New Opera Co. pro- 
duction of operetia in two acts (eight 
scenes); etars Jarmila Novotna; features 
Ernest Truex, Ralph Dumke, George 
Rasely, William Herne, Donald Buka. 
Music by Jacques Offenbach, arranged by 
Erich Wolfgang Korngold: lyrics, Herbert 
Baker; book by Gottfried Reinhardt and 
John Meehan, Jr.; staged by Herbert Graf; 
settings by Robert Edmond Jones: cos- 
tumes by Ladislas Czettel: dances by Leo- 
nide Massine; opened at Alvin, N. Y., April 
24, '44; $4.80 top. 


Orestes, Buka 
Jane Kiser 

{Katia Geleznova 


Premiere Danseuses......4{ Kathryn Lee 
| Nancy Mann 
| Michael Mann 
John Guelis 
Chaffee 
Alternate for Jarmila Novotna, Lillian 
Andersen 
Alternate for William Horne, Joseph 
Laderonte 


Premier Dancerf....+..... 


|} up on “Rosalinda” and “The Merry 
| Widow” on Broadway during the 


|to duplicate with its newest effort. 
| “Helen Goes to Troy,” originally 
|done abroad by Max Reinhardt as 
|“a Belle Helene,” has a number of 
| Offenbach arias that have been 
| merged by Erich Wolfgang Korngold 
'for “Helen.” It is a version of the 
Helen of Trey story, so tricked up 
as to book and lyrics show is a sexy | 
semi-classic. It is finely orches- | 


trated. the performance being excep- | ¢; 


tionally colorful and lively. There | 
are modern references and the gen- | 
era] idea is to inject humor. 

There is much beauty in “Helen,” 
and the hand of foreign artists is 
noticed in many. spots. Chances are | 
that the new musical will command | 
a draw from the Metropolitan Opera | 
crowd, another example of convert- 
ing static grand opera into popular 


| form. 


| From the Met there is Jarmila No- 


| carole.” which has a new set of lyrics 


- ization that might “embarrass” | May 1. 

he Walter Cassel, Helena Bliss and | 
Eric Mattson will sing the leading | 
There are 15 nominees, 10 to be roles 

elected for a five-year period; ballot- ses 

ing being set for June 6. Some nom- y 

inated are neu ents, including S ehea 

Philip Loeb. vale: e of the ticket hows R rsal 

being: Donald ¢ eron, Alexander “Oklahoma,” two companies— 

Clark, ge Clift, Patricia | USO-Camp Shows. 

Collin ferrer (also in “Over 21”—USO-Camp Shows. 

“Othe Sathryn Givney, Celeste “Stovepipe Hat”—Irving Gaumont. 

Holm , Kennedy, John “Career Angel”—Billings, Dicks, 

More ‘Terivale, Beverly | Shay. 

Robe: Stephens, Fredric “Slap Happy”—Lou Walters. 

Tozer Wilson. Latter is “Hickory Stick”—Marjorie Ewing, 

colon id on the council.; Marie L. Elkins. 

Ethe - elected three years| “Same Time Next Week”—Berle, 

280. Billings. 


; easily. 


votna, one of the newer group of 
prima donnas who have replaced | 
the hefty songbirds that formerly 
seemed to be a must for grand opera. 
Miss Novotna is a beaut with an ex- 
cellent voice. She sings the “Bar- 


(billed as “Love at Last’), and scores 
Another favorite is “Is It a 
Dream,” dueted by her and William 
Horne, who is not long out of uni- 
form ‘he was in “This Is the Army”). 

Miss Novotna is Helen, queen of 
Sparta, while Horne is her lover, 
Paris, prince of Troy. Ralph Dumke, 
as the phoney seer, handles the com- 
edy until Ernest Truex takes over. 
Truex plays Menelaus, Helen’s sappy 
consort, and laughs come when he 
tells his retainers it was really a 
dream when he discovered Helen 


fell for the guy Paris. So that 
Helen can dally with Paris, the 
little consort is started on his 


way to some spot called Naxos, but 
he doesn’t go, getting stewed instead 


The New Opera Co., which cleaneds| 
|; route standing by for Horne. 
| ville Cooper directed dialog while 


Plays on Broadway 


and coming back to find his Helen 
asleep with her boy friend. Truex 
cannot sing but gets away with a 
couple of lyrics, both humorous. At 
the finale, Helen and Paris flee to 
Troy, while Menelaus and his cohorts 
set out to fetch her back, with the 
aid of the mythological wooden 
horse. 

Leonide Massine’s ensembles in- 
clude an animated _bacchanalian 
number, and while there are dashes 
of ballet there is little emphasis on 
toe work. Billing of numbers gives 
an impression of the varied perform- 
ance: “Opera Parody,” “Dance of 
Procreation,” “Bring on the Concu- 
bines,” “Drinking Song and Dance,” 
“Advice to Husbands.” 

Among the attractive scenes are 
Helen’s bath at the palace, her 
boudoir and the king’s private ban- 
quet hall. Costuming is of Grecian 
trend but there, too, the production 
is on a high plane. 

Others who attract attention in- 
clude Doris Blake, as the goddess of 
mischief; Donald Buka, who wants 
to know what sex is about; Katia 
Geleznova, Kathryn Lee, Nancy 
Mann, Michael Mann, John Guelis 
and George Chaffee. Latter six are 
dancers, 

As in “Carmen Jones,” there are 
alternates for the singing leads, Lil- 
lian Anderson appearing at matinees 
for Miss Novotna and Joseph Lade- 
Mel- 


| Korngold is in the pit. lbee. 
Sheppey 
Jacques Chambrun production of W. So 
s Maugham'’s comedy-drama twe 
acts (3 scenes) Stara Edmund Gy 
feature Barbara Everest Siuged | 
Hardwicke Settings, Watson I - 
ratt Opened at Playhouse Me 
IS, ‘44; $3.60 top (85.20 opening nig 
First Customer ...... Walk W i 
Miss Grange thieen 
Shey enn 
Sec 1] Customer. hail 
M I mn d rk 
Bri i ] 
A Reporter. (ledge Rot 
Miss James............Vera Fulle Meilish 
A S z Woman Katherir 4 


A combination of usually expert 
talents is 
“Sheppey,” which 
Maugham wrote, Sir Cedric 
wicke directed and in which Edmund 
Gwenn is starred. A_ psy: 
study of a cockney barber, this 
comedy-melodrama is distinguished 


Somerset 


mostly for an excellent performance | 


by Gwenn in the lead part. There 
is, occasionally, a certain charm to 
its characters, but the writing lacks 
the usual facility of Maugham’s sit- 
uational development, and it is, con- 
sequently, unlikely for the boxoffice. 

Maugham has an absorbing pre- 
mise upon which “Sheppey” is based 
—the need for the more fortunate to 
share their gains with those less 
fortunate. This he has contrived to 
do through a cockney barber who 
suddenly becomes immersed in the 
doctrines of Christ when he wins a 
sweepstakes fortune. His idea of 
life, thereafter, is to distribute his 
money, according to the teachings of 


(Continued on page 38) 


insufficient to rescue} 
t | 
Hard- | 


‘hiatric | 


Broadway legit has not been par- 
ticularly affected by the new 20% 
admission tax, what with the strong 
theatre surge during the Easter holi- 
days and since then. Whether there 
will be a decline in business com- 
parable to the slump in the cabarets, 
which is blamed on the 30% tax 


nick, is questionable, but if that oc- 
curs, show business is seen folding 
fast. 


Whatever objections there have 
been from patrons is mostly at the 
boxoffices rather than the agencies, 
and those instances are sparse to 
date. Sale of higher-priced tickets 
figure to be dented principally, ac- 
cording to indications, especially for 
those shows regularly priced at $4.80, 
which tilt to $6 on Saturday nights, 


“Carmen Jones” at the Broadway 
is in that classification. Observed 
that patrons of the colored-cast op- 
eretta seeking lower-floor locations 
at the boxoffices reacted adversely to 
the $6 price, and certainly a per- 
centage of such would-be customers 
refuse to buy. Understood that tak- 
ings on the past two Saturdays 
dropped around $1,000 under the 
previous normal. Some of the other 
musicals have the same weekend 
price, but newer shows of that type 
have not felt any sagging as yet. 
Leading musicals and straight plays 
are unaffected, as most of the tickets 
for the balance of the season were 
sold in advance, the former 10% ad- 
mission tax applying when tix were 
bought before April 1, when the tax 
went into effect. 

If and when Broadway slips, man- 
agers will decide whether it is feas- 
ible to revise scales downward, espe- 
cially for straight shows. Chicago 
ticket prices may later be a forerun- 
ner of Broadway scales. There 
straight shows are $3 even at the 
boxoffice, which, however, is an in- 
crease, rate formerly being $2.75. 
Base rate was $2.50 for the theatre’s 
end, as against $3 in New York, 
where the price to the customer was 
$3.30 or $6.60 per pair. New tax has 
raised the price to $7.20 for two, and 
if tickets are bought in an agency, 
the cost is now $9 for two, including 
broker’s premium. 


FATHER HARTKE HEADS 
NEW D.C. MUNY THEATRE 


Washington, April 25. 

Plans for a Washington Municipal 
Theatre, to embrace professionals, 
Government workers and others in a 
community entertainment activity, 
were formulated today with the ap- 
proval and support of the District of 
Columbia Commissioners. 

Executive director will be Rev. 
Gilbert Hartke, O.P., head of Cath- 
lolic University’s drama dept. Harry 
| Anger, managing director of the local 
|Earle theatre, will be in charge of 
| production. 
|! Advisory committee includes Cong. 
| Jennings Randolph of W. Va., chair- 
|man of the D. C. committee in Con- 
gress; the Very Rev. Lawrence Gor- 


,|man, S.J., president of Georgetown 


U.: Carter Baron, Loew’s head for 


the D. C. area; John Payette, g.m. 
Warner Bros.; Roy J. Gefferari, 
|James E. Colliflower, Walter Kerr, 


Ralph Brown and Josephine Callan. 
Kerr is author of the play, “Star 
Dust.” Jack Davies is N. Y. rep. 

Group plans to get under way this 
summer at a downtown site not yet 
Will do outdoor operettas 
in surnmmer, and all forms entertaine 
ment in winter. Will model self 
after St. Louis Muny Opera. 


selected. 


New London Murder 


Drama Looks Uncertain 
London, April 25. 

“The Rest Is_ Silence,” which 
opened at the Priffce of Wales April 
20, is a spotty thriller based on a 
famous Glasgow murder trial. 

Despite a generally excellent cast, 
the present runnning time of three 
hours could be trimmed almost an 
hour. As it stands now, “Silence” 
| looks uncertain, 


‘INDIAN SIGN’ CASTING 
Hollywood, April 25. 
Cast of film players is being 
rounded up for “Indian Sign,” legiter 
to be produced by Arthur Klein, for- 
mer vaude agent and theatre op- 
erator. 
Play, written by Richard Nash, 
opens i: Santa Barbara Aug. 1 and 
moves to New York in the fall. 
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'is in 


OBITUARIES | 


CLARA BARRY played in “The Gold Rush” and 

Woman p "ha ec aplir 

Clara Barry, 50, vaude musical Paris, Cnaplin 
production 


t : team ot B R- Whit- Born in N. Y., she went to Holly- 
xd in 1920. but ended her screen 
] is ‘ I 
had bee . standard topflic to career in 1928 to marry Jame A 
furrav. now trial Judge advocaie 
Army Air Force 
Survived ) husband sot a 
Bal probably ed 
othe 
! eC! I ) 
vo dat hter o B 
Ba of the comer i ot Barry JIMMIE NOONE 
& Fay notea funsters al tu ot ; Jimmie Noone, 49, colored clari- 
centurs She made al! early tage netist. rated among worid’s greatest. 
ceb with het Lydia Barry died April 20 in Holl ivwooa He was 
and Lydia’s husband, George Felix, nder one-year contract at Streets o! 
an act “The Boy Next Door.”, Paris. and apparently in good health 
Subsequently she teame vith an- Noted for more than 100 improvisa- 
other sister. Emily Barry. act being tions and said to have inspired Manu- 


New Orleans- 
member at 


Apex 


Sisters. rice Ravel's “Bolero.” 
Dick Whitledge born musician was 
him in an act Dixielanders and seauet ot 
She was a sister Club in Chicago during 1920. His 
comedian last professional career began at 18 in 
1913 as member of Freddie Keppard’s 
orchestra. 


known as the Barry 

Later she married 
and appeared with 
until five vears ago. 
of Bobby Barry, 
around in “Hellzapoppin”™ and 
recent!y closed wit h Coast company 
of “The Doughgirls.” 

Survived by husband, daughter 
brother and sister. 


who 


J. N. GELMAN 
Gelman, 49, 
Tnesire Supply Co., 

diec there April 20. 


Jake N. 
Midwest 
cinnati, 


partner in 
Cin- | 
He and 


| 
| 
| 


BOB MILO 


Bob Milo, 60, vetei vaudeville his as ANS 
performer who toured vaude cir- their business several years .1g0 


after being witiit National Theatre 


cuits here and abroad as 3 : 
1 onant supply Co.'s Cincy branch for years. | 
in N. Y., April 16. Milo spent the Pp!) ; 


Gelman was also co-owner of the 
Gavety theatre in suburban Er- 
langer, Ky.., Ciney, and a mem- 


part of his life 
show 
25 years ago when he 


greater 
ranches of 
to vaude some 2 


In various 


business diverting 


hit upon the novelty’ act, “Milo? ber of Tert 3, Variety Clubs 2f| 

Reason for question mark on billing America. Survived by widow, two 
sisters and a brother 


was because at opening of act so- 
prano voice off-stage led audience to, 
expect a prima donna. When Milo 
walked on in tramp out{jt he scored 
a laugh. From then on, he used a 
comedy routine and operatic finisher 

Funeral services were under aus- 
pices of Will Rogers Memorial Fund, 
with Lou Handin, president National 


RAOUL SPOLETI BONANNO 

Prince Reoul Spoleti Bonanno 54, 
vocal coach and former opera star. 
died April 7 in Cleveland. Born in | 
Italy, he made debut at San Carlo} 
of Naples, became concert singe! on 


Variety Artists handling arrange-| Opera Co. until coming to U. S. in|! 

ments. Milo had been a member ol 1915, 

since inception He was! Im addition to musical talents, 

brothe? of Vic Milo, also a tramp Bonanno was editor of L’Araldo, 
LOLI i i aint Lic i 


Cleveland foreign 
Survived by widow 


comic and member of Bison City NCWSPape 
and daughter. 


| 

Four. hes 
WILLIAM KELLAM, JR. | CHARLES J. SONIN ¥ 
William Kellam, Jr. 48. stage Charles J. Sonin, 55, vet Loew- | 


Newark. Metro purchasing agent, died in} 
N. Y., April 22. He was associated 
with Loew's 27 years. Originally an 
accountant, he later became office 


scenery builder, died in 
April 21. He constructed scenery 
such Broadway productions as 
With Father,’ “Arsenic and Old) 


Lace.” “Twentieth Century,” “Room/) Manager, and in 1924 was appointed! 

” rchasing agent. 

Service. “Subway Express and, Pui hasing agent 


widow and two 


. Surviviig are his 

Ear! Carroll's “Vanities. Among; , 
ah, | Gaughters, 

current plays for which he built the . 

“One Touch of Venus” 


Wind.” Kellam also did 


JOSEPH WINTER 


sets are anc ; 


“Searching 


the sets for Group Theatre pro- Joseph Winter, 44, band leader, | 
ductions died in St. Louis last week. For- 
He entered the William Kellam merly a violinist with the St. Louis 


Co.. builders of stage scenery 30 Symphony, he was assistant leader | 
years ago, taking charge of his at downtown _ stage-film houses. 
father’s frm when the latter retired! Winter also had his own orchestra 
10 years ago. For several years he playing many night spots. 
built scenery designed by Howard His widow, two children, a sister 
Bay. and two brothers survive 
Survived by widow, daughter and 
parents, CLEMMENS A. KRACHT 
- | Clemmens A. Krac#t, sales rep 
J. IRVING WHITE | with the Howard A. Wilson adver- 
J. Irving White. 79, veteran of} tising agency, N. Y., died April 20 
stage and screen for about 5U years, ; 1" 3rook lyn. He was formerly asso- 
died in Los Angeles, April 17. He re- | ciated with WINS and WMCA and at 
tired 10 vears ago because of il] one time was national advertising 
health manager f e N. Y. Tin 
W tarted h ( Su son and dau ter, 
he “$80 and appe ed il ) 7 
16 yeal His wife, Alma Chest GEORGE 8S. FERGUSON 
Whit tarted in show business a Geor: S. Ferguson, 60, former 
abo the ime time Ww » gp-/| legit actor on Broadway and playe 
peared in such stage plays as “Man in silent films, died April 24 in Hol- 
Who Bacl “Lombardy | lywood. 
Street” and “Plain Jo Be ' Survived by a son, E. Sterling 
p e in which he lay j yand VIagdajene 
“The Spoilers “Sion of ( Vaskel, Universal public 
the Golde: We 
H Pil lav WILLIAM SCOTT HUNTINGTON 
Holly William Scott Huntington, 30, o 
co cl le: ctrie gt 
r He 1 U. S., died Ay 18 Orangeb 
Tr ) ( ) N. Y H \ i oO 74 
- At » e Force B it ¢ ) 
WALTER MENDENHALL Shanks, near Orang ui 
Walt Viens er home v 1 Centra Ill. 
partne n the opel yf by parent 
at Bo i \ 1) 
JOHN J. SCHULTZ 
many years, and lor- John J. Schultz. 62, veteran Pitis- 
) it # burgh district exhibitor, died last 
Lake City, whom Par week in McKeesport, Pa. He had 


ago, suffered a stroke a few days before 
his death. Recently Schultz operated 
Latter formerly Monarch. theatre in Clairton, 
was active with his father in theatre | where he also had other interests. 

Survived by wife, daughter and 
{three sons. 


MRS. ELIZABETH MURRAY 


Mrs. Elizabeth Murra iv, 36, who A. ROSENBERG 
was in pictures for about eight years A. Rosenberg, 77, died in Seattle 
as Betty Morrisey, dic 1 N. Y.. April 23. He was father of Mike. 
April 20. She was iemme lead in, Lou. Al and Jack Rosenberg. all of 
“The Leather Pushers” series that, whom are prominent in theatre oper- 
Starred Reginald Denny, and also ations, with exception of Jack. who |! 


lin the Navv 


| 
European stage and sang with Paris | 
| 


jor Frank 
Grill’s 


Coast Guard. He is survived 
by a daughter as well as four sons. 


MARION HARRIS 


Marion Harris. 38, vaude, mu- 
sicomeds and pioneer recording | 
artist. who in private life was Mrs 


Mary Elen Urry. wife of London 
i, died in New York, 


Section 


William Wehrenberg, 69, retired, 
and- brother of Fred Wehrenberg. 
owner of a nabe theatre circuit In 
St. Lo and St. Louis Co., died in 


St. Louis last week 
J. Berkley Kidd, 44, dance band 
Can., since 1924, 
April 16. Survived by 
two br 
in the Royal Canadian 


operator in 
died there 
thers and son 
Navy. 


wife. daughter, 


Edwin Meeder, father of Clair 
Meeder, head of Local 60, Musicians 
Union, Fittsburgh, Pa., and also 


James C. 


ople, Pa., 


Petrillo aide, died in Zelion- 
last week. 


Mrs. Verne E. Hodges, 53. mother 
of Joy Hodges, died in Des Moines, 
April 17. Atso survived by a son 


and husband. 


Play Out of Town 


Pick-Up Girl 
Boston, April 22. 


Add to prize candidates the play 
now known as “Pick-Up Girl.” Pos- 


sibly not geared to great popular 
‘success (although it drew more au- 
dience response at end than any 


since “Voice of the Tur- 
play is a restrained, 


opener her 
tle’), the 


thoughtful and distinguished exposi- 


tion of juvenile delinquency as it 


concerns 15-year-old girls who, neg- 
lected and faultily guided by their 
parents at the most crucial time of 
their lives, seek outlet to their emo- 


tional disturbances in 
treacherous for them to swim. 

A tough, timely subject, it proves 
exceptionally good theatre as Elsa 
Shelley, speaking straightforwardly 
and literally, refrains from smooch- 
ing her subject with sensation, 
cheapness or tawdriness. Moreover, 


waters too 


liences’ mind that 
life. This illusion 
and effectively 
Hargrave’s direction. 


question in the auc 
here is a 
is deliberately 
Roy 
The entire action takes place in a 
court in New York as Judge 


slice of 
thered by 


Juvenile 


Bentley (William Harrigan) hears 
| the case of El izabeth Collin (Pamela 
Rivers). As the case unfolds it ap- 
| peat that the 15-year-old girl, 


reasonably repressed by her 
orked in caring for 


brothers and sisters, 


overy 


through the financial 
her family to have the fun hei 
friends have. has fallen i vith a 
thorou y dis te girl ho knows 
no to get what she Want 
This having led to a Times Square 
serviceman pickup, a arink or two 
a hight in a room-upsta joint, an 
bortion and, t. a se ctio 
) i 47-3 mi he cou 
) E it is to be sent 
i 1 i She Ss found to 
( yhilis and away, bu 
not ore ! est il ea 
i or ¢ - 
‘ ( oO the prope. ire 
r { t tal her place as a 
it ) mie Cl rhe 
handling, by the author, of the touch- 
ing allection and the faith of the boy 
who has always loved the girl. is 
eS$pecially well accomplished, and 
lends satisfaction to an otherwise 


saddening (but sound) conclusion. 
For an opening. and a premature 
one at that. 
ceedingly good. Pamela Rivers’ por- 
trayal of the girl is terrifically mov- 
ing, but hardly more so than William 
Frarrigan’s: conception of the judge 
Tweddell’s and Kathryn 
conception of the parents. 


' Realistic performances are also given 


by Marvin Forde and Zachary 
Charles. while there are small but 


very effective contributions by Doro 
Merande, Edimonia Nolley and Toni 
Favor. Flie. 


office) production of 
fdratuaiin three acts by Shelley. eae 
tures Willian Harrigon and Rivers, 
Lighting and direction, Row Hargrave: ser, 
Watson Barratt: costumes, Emeline Roche, 
At the Wilbur, Boston, April 22, 144; $83 | 
lop, 
Judge William Harrigan‘! 
Caurt Clerk. .. Keaton 
Larry Webster......... Zachary A, Charles 
Alexander Elliott Arthur Mayberry 
Poticeman Owens...... Morty Martell 
Jackie Polumbo........ Joe Johnsen 
Miss Russell are Dorothy Blackburn 
Mr. Collins Frank Tweddell 
ane Marvin Forde 
lean Rosemary Rice 


| gifted. 


| is lacking. 


| five players featured, 


her narrative skill is adroit enough | 
| to maintain audience tension 
throughout, while her characteriza- 
|tion is so discriminating there is no | 


fur- | 


|} sian harem, 


| Plays on Broadway 
Continued from page 37 
assignment was scratched onen 
Sheppey | assi itched opening 


night 


Jesus, and thus allevi Outside of Hoysradt there ic Ju, 


ate some af the 


suffering But the jovial) Fave m the comedy departme; 
ittle barber, already ill physically, | which is definitely on the weak siae’ 
is actually becoming quite “potty, | He replaced Sparks. Some of the 
and as arrangements are being made) gays have whiskers on ‘em, on the 
to have him committed to an asylum.} pray side at that. One bit thar. 
Death in the form of a beautifull | Somewhat amusing has Jay , M: = 
young woman arrives in the final! ners working with Faye. She is one 
scene to claim him, Thus, in that| of the tallest and prettiest blon es 
final scene, the play has resolved it-| extant, with a figure over oh 
seit into a shapeiess morass after it) Varga would revel. They 1 e 
has started out with a significant) “To9 Far.” 
> torent gg the strong should help “Allan” has a first-act fin ile that 
the weak, verges on ballet, which makes it dij. 

Jacques Chambrun has given the! serent and effective. Near the close 
play, originally done in London over} there is what seems to be , 


a curiosity 
a fine production, aided | jn ensemble numbers called “Si avian 
no little by the inventiveness of] on Sunset.” It's supposed to be 
Hardwicke’s direction. There are Holivwoodian. with Miss Walsh 
also some fine performances by Bar- ing strange antics. 


a decade ago, 


dos 


bara Everest, as the barber’s wife: Nev’ musical is spotted in the 
Doris Patston, the prostitute whom Adelphi, an off-Broadway house 
Sheppey (the barber) has brought, which has had a varied policy and 


into his home; Katherine Anderson,! has been mostly dark. Theatre is 


as the deathly emissary; Frances} cammodious. being back in the legit 
Heflin, the barber’s daughter, and! column because of the large number 
Anthony — Kemble - Cooper, her} of musicals and too few houses. 
fiancee. The characterizations are! Idee, 
expert Maugham, particularly that | 

of the lead. In fact, Gwenn’s per- 


Deegan 

formance is certainly among the out- “ ar ! me sident 

standing ones of the season. Kahn. “War President,” a new play by 
Nat Sherman which the Escholiers 


Allah Be Praised presented experimentally with a 


}group of Equity actors at the Shu- 
Alfred Bloomingdale production of mus- | bert, N. Y., Monday and Tuesday 
Reecker, Milada Mladova, Evelyne and | Virtues lie in its “historical content 
Beatrice Kraft Anite Alvarez, Pittan its analogies between Civil War 
J Manners Book George problems and the present, Its faults 
laldwin Mereersen: dances directed ie in its static, bookish quality, mat- 
Jack Cole; staged by Robert Gordon at’ | ter-of-Lact writing, and sometimes 
Jack Small: costumes py Miles White; | too-pat parallels. 
Jack ident difficulties with Gen- 
Receptionist........ Helen Bennett | eval McClellan and the issue of 
Roecker | negotiated peace or unconditional 
Sid Stone }@and slavery. The theme is timely 
-Jdack Albertson | but the author strains too hard on 
Carel (Carroll. Mary Jane Walsh | his parallels, as with his obvious com- 
Maly McDonnell! | political feud to the Roosevelt-Mac- 
Jory Faye ing exciting or convincing. The play 
Nij Pittman Corry is all talk and no action. 
Bove, Margie Jackson | It is smoothly acted and directed 
Marcin Mason Moore......Patricia Morison | pOrtrait of Lincoln that is likeable 
Mimi Manners {if not deeply stirring. Joanna Roos 
-Helen sennett | gives a mixed performance as tle 
Girls About Teheran. ........ (Louise Jarvis | Alexander Scourby as McCletlan; 
enna Russell Collins and Paul Ford as 
It's possible that Broadway has | Senators, and Willfam ee us 
reached the saturation point in mu- Secretary Stanton, have other prom- 


inent roles. Wendell K. Phillips 


sical comedies but in any event the | |! 
. Girected, 


newest arrival of that type doesn’t 
seem to have enough of what it takes 
to draw customers. “Allah Be 
Praised,” long on sight, is essentially 
a dancing show but is distinctly off 
in the comedy department. Costum- 
ing is as eye-filling as any produc- 
tion in seasons and settings are ex- 
ceptional along with the lighting. 
On the talent end “Allah” isn’t so 
There are 10 people featured, 
not all of whom having had that rat- 
ing on Broadway before, and some 
do not deliver, because the material 
Understood there was not 
a little squabbling between the pro- 
ducer and book writer. When the 
show opened out of town there were 


MARRIAGES 


Linda Newlin to Lester Cole, in 
Las Vegas, Nev., April 16. Bride and 
groom are night club entertainers, 

Virginia Kruse to James L. Kele- 
han, Des Moines, April 13. Groom is 
announcer at stations KRNHT ard 
KSO in that city. 

Fanny Kahn to Albert H. Bertoldi, 
April 21 in New York. Bride is 
scripter; groom a playwright. 

Masha N. Vatz to Seymour Howard 
skedded for April 30 in New York. 
| Bride-to-be is legit actress. 
two leaving the Mildred FE. Ritchie to Emmett Leo 
sie (Ned Sparks and Shirley Ross). Kelly skedded for April 28 in New 
Mor | York. Both performers with Ringling 
with John Hoysradt ‘opping the male Bros. Barnum & Bailey 
end. He is Emir of ¢ supposed Per- Madison Square Garden, N. Y. 

Miss re ison being over Mary (Punkins) Parker and Lt. 
there on a lend-lease mis sion, while | Richard B. Dixon, 22, veteran A-20 
Miss Walsh is the ruler’s 366th wife. | airplane pilot of 


foreign service, bota 


Although in a flurry about having Fort Worth, will be marrie ere 
er day on the throne—only once | about May 13. She is actress: he’s 
every four years— he has most of at 


+} stationed 


in Spokane. 


BIRTHS. 
Mrs. Dave Willock, 
Los Angeles, April 18. 


1e SONG assignmen 


s, along with Ed- 
ward Roecker., 


s making his 
Broadway debut after having bari- 
toned with the St. Louis muny opera : 
outtit _ Mr. and 


Miss Wal: | daughter, 


Perhaps I sh’s best number 


is “What's New in New York,” which | Father is a contract eomedi at 
permits interpolating of a cabaret | 20th-Fox. . 
; Scene, in which Hoysradt appears as Mr. and Mrs. Sam _  Abarbanel, 
a be one of several of his bits in | daughter. Hollywood April 17. 
iddition to ae 3 ir job. His best | Father was publicity mar it Ree 
number is “Katinka to Eva t an- 
1 Na ilo Eva public before joinin > the Ar 
something of a novelty. M Rot 
nf Capt. and Mrs. Lester D. Ro 
Vioriso. {ror Holly wood, 1S iong on \ 
looks but a b shy on the vocal end son, Kansas City, April 19 Motnet 
vet et th Roeck for “Let's Go | iS Rose Marie Brancato, Mctop so- 
Too Far” and soloes with “Leaf in| prano. 
Wi They double again with Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Sligh, daughs 
_pong Walsh's other ter, April 13 Mothe. 1a r 
O10 ditties are “Getting Oriental Fatt 
> ‘ Gloria Seiter nceer; tne 
Ove You ind Persian Way of 
clated with the General Amt 
In the choreographic department Chicago 
there is an array of steppers. Most Mr. and Mrs. Walter Jacobs, son 
attractive is Milada Mladova, who | (their second), in New York April 
Tt ig and, earlier this season, | 22. He's of the Family Jacobs, w.k. 
W (Majestic). | hoteliers in show business. 
“eal 1 her toes and quite ' Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Goldsen, 
okay in other stepping assignments. 


the performance was ex- |! 


i lude 


daughter, April 24 in N. Y. Fathet 
operates Capitol Music Co. 


and: Mrs. Larry Berns, 59, 


Anita Alvarez, who 
thing for the Boys.” is a diminutive | 
stepper and accentuates the eccen-| Mr. 

tric, most times appearing in pig- | N. Y., April 23. Father is CBS pro- 
tails. Miss Alvarez works with Mary | ducer: mother is Sandra Gould, radio 
McDonnell in one or two numbers, | actress. . 


was in “Some- 


the latter being a tap dancer. Sheila Mr. and Mrs. Albert Grobe. so, 
Bond and Pittman Corry form an- | April 22. N. Y. Father is chief an- 
other dance combo, he, too. working 


nouncer WQXR, 
Mickey 


Father 


with Miss Mladova. Beatrice and 
Evelyne Kraft, who specialize in 
Hindu dances, have one such inter- 
but their programed first act 


Goldsen. son, 
is v.p. Capitol 


Mr. and M(yrs. 
April 24; N. Y. 
Songs. 
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Chi Steady: Rebecca’ Strong $16,000, 


‘Abie’ 1146, ‘Kiss 


‘Okla.’ 306 


Chicago, April 25. + 


Local legit field has been cut down 
to five attractions but all are doing 
exceedingly well. Town’s newest 
entry, “Rebecca,” is practically sold 
out for the first three weeks under 
the auspices of the American Theatre 
Society and Theatre Guild, did $16,- 
000 the first week. “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” picked up to $11,500 but is cut- 
ting its run bere on May 6. “Okla- 
homa” continues to sell out at the 
Erlanger to $30,000 and “Kiss and 
Tell” at the Harris spurted to $16,200. 


Current Road Shows 


(April 26-May 5) 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (ist Co.)— 
Studebaker, Chicago (26-5). 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)— 
Mayfair, Portland (26); Metropolitan, 
Seattle (27-5). 

“Arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co.)— 
Mosque Newark (26-30). 


“Blossom Time” garnered $18,500 in 
jis third week at the Blackstone. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” Studebaker | 
(jth week) (1,400; $3). Closing here 
jn two weeks. Gained for total of | 


$11,500. 

“Blossom Time,” Blackstone (3d | 
week) (1,200; $3.60). Held up to 
$18,500. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (50th 
week) (1,000; $3). Doing well 


enough. Around $15,000. 
“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (23d week) 
(1.500: $4.20). Sellout $30,000. 


“Rebecca,” Selwyn (lst week) 
(1,000; $3). Practically a_ sellout. 
First eight performances took 
$16,000. 


‘BRIDES’ 14146, FRISCO 


San Francisco, April 25. 
Heward Lang’s “School for Brides’ 
broke in for estimated $14,500 at the 
Geary last week. 
Olsen and Johnson’s “Sons o’ Fun” 
did a smashing $29,700 at the Curran. 


YOU 
DON'T NEED J 
SPECTACLES! 
Don't you hate to wear 
_ those disfiguring spec- 
tacles? Thousands of 
others—actors, 
actresses, athletes, musicians, men 
and women in public life — have 
learned to preserve their natural 
good looks and still have excellent 
vision through CONTACT LENSES 
—the j 
Contact lenses are invisible. They 
are unbreakable. They replece an- 
noying, unattractive, often unsafe 
eye-glasses. Comfortable, easy to 
wear, almost never need to be re- 
placed. | 
Come in and talk to one of our ex- 
pert technicians. No obligation. 
Easy time payments. 
DUNSHAW CO. 
130 West 42nd St., New York, N.Y. | | 
12 Block from Times Square 
Wisconsin 7-4680 
Open Monday Evening Till 8:30 | 


os “Far and away the best 
about factual Mankattan ch: 
acters .. . A sort of real-! 
equivalent for Damon Runyon « 
wonderful imagined denizens 
of the jungle just off Longacre 
Square ... Full of exciting 
anecdotes about every one 
from Henry Luce and Harry 
Conover to Jack White, Lou 


—Lucius Beebe, 
N.Y. Herald Tribune 


6 
O 
Walters and Mrs. Roosevelt.” 


E. P. DUTTON 


| 3). 


| (26-29); 


| cisco 


| $15.000. 


night 


“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan Hollywood (26-5). 

“Blithe Spirit,’ National, Wash- 
ington (26-29); Walnut, Philadelphia 
(1-5). 

“Blossom Time” (1st Co.)—Strand, 
Victoria, B. C.(26-27); Royal Victoria, 
Victoria (28-29); Capitol, Yakima, 
Wash. (1); Fox, Spokane (2); Wilma, 
Missoula, Mont. (3); Marlow, Helena 
(4): Rainbow, Great Falls (6). 

“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)—Black- 
stone, Chicago (26-5). 

“Connecticut Yankee” — Colonial, 
Boston (26-5). 

“Corn Is Green”—Locust St., Phil- 
adelphia (26-5). 

“Doughgirls” (2d Co.) — Shubert 
Lafayette, Detroit (26-5). 

“Dream with Music” — Shubert, 
Boston (26-5). 

“Family Carnevsky”—Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia (30-5). 

“Gay Nineties Revue’ — Memorial 
Audi., Dayton (26); Audi., Louisville 
(27-28). 

Gilbert and Sullivan Repertory— 
Boston Opera House, Boston (26-5). 

“Good Night, Ladies’”—Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (26-5). 

“Ice-Capades of 1944"°—Pacific Au- 
ditorium, Los Angeles (26-5). 

“Janie” (1st Co.)—Walnut, Phila- 
delphia (26-29); Ford’s, Baltimore 
(1-5). 
Miss’”—Hanna, Cleveland 
(26-29); Royal Alexandra, Toronto 
(1-5). 

“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Forum, 
Chicago (26-5). 

“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Forum, 
Wichita (27); Shrine Audi., Okla- 
homa City (28); Convention Hall, 
Tulsa (29); Music Hall, Kansas City, 
Mo. (1-5). ; 
“Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.)—English, 
Indianapolis (26-29); Hartman, Co- 
lumbus (30-5). 

“Life with Father” (2d Co.).—Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles (26-29); Lobero, 
Santa Barbara (30); College Audi., 
Ventura (1); Civie Audi., Pasadena 
(2); Russ Audi, San Diego (3-4); 
Municipal Audi., Long Beach (5). 

“Lovers and Friends”—Plymouth, 
Boston (26-5). 

“Oklahoma” 
Chicago (26-5). 

“Old Soak” 
ronto (26-29); 
(1-5). 

“Pickup Girl’— Wilbur, Boston (26- 


(2d Co.)—Erlanger, 
Royal Alexandra, To- 
Erlanger, Buffalo 


“Rebecea’—Selwyn, Chicago (26- 


5). 
“Rosalinda”—Forrest, Philadelphia 
National, Washington (1-5). 
“Same Time Next Week"—Shu- 
bert. New Haven (4-5). 
San Carle Opera 
Youngstown, Ohio (26-29). 
“Something for the Boys’— Cass, 
Detroit (26-29). 
“Sens 
(26-29): Civic 


Co.—Park, 


Audi., San Jose 


(30): Audi., Oakland (1): Memorial 
Audi.. Sacramento (2); Audi., Port- 
land, Ore. (5) 

“Student Prince’—Civic Audi. 


Pasadena (26); Municipal Audi., Long 
Beach (27): Russ Audi., San Diego 
(28-29): Biltmore. Los Angeles (30-5). 
“Phree’s a Family”’—Cox, Cincin- 
vati (26-29): Michigan, Jackson (1); 
Palace. Flint 
Michigan, 
Grand Rapids (5). 
“Tomorrow the World” 
American. St. Louis (26-29) 


(7.5) 


(3); Lansing (4): Keith's, 
(2d Co.)— 


Cass, De- 


Audi- 


Okla 


“Tropical Revue’’—Shrine 


n, Oklahoma City, 


‘Ww:..? 
Kiss’ 15G, St. Loo 
St. Louis Apri] 25. 
George Abbott's “Kiss and Tell 
wound up its three-week stand at the 
American Saturday (22) with swell 


“Tomorrow the World.” with Paul 


| McGrath and Edith Atwater in top 


roles. returned to the American last 
(Monday) for its second one- 
week engagement of the season. 


‘FAMILY’ 6G, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 

“Three Is a Family” grossed fair 
$6.000 at $2.50 top in four perform- 
ances at the English (1,500), April 


20-22. 


(2): Temple, Saginaw | 


\"Old Soak,” 


i the 


‘JR. MISS’ $10,500 
IN REPEAT AT PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 25. 

‘Junior Miss” didn’t do so well on 
its second visit to the Nixen last 
week, getting only around $10,500 at 
$2.50 ($3 with tax) top. Comedy hit 
had a bang-up engagement here last 
season but couldn't duplicate it on 
return despite fact that Patricia 
Peardon, original Judy of Broadway 
production, headed the cast. Cora 
Sue Collins, former child film star, 
was in it a year ago. 

Crix also felt that previous com- 
pany was much superior to the pres- 
ent one, which may have influenced 
the returns somewhat. Nixon cur- 
rently has “Good Night Ladies” for 
two weeks, then gets Guy Kibbee in 
followed by “Slap- 
Happy.” 


Dream Music’ 


Wow 286, Hub 


Boston, April 25. 

“Dream With Music” and “Connec- 
ticut Yankee” were the only legit 
shows in the Hub last week, and 
both made a great showing. 

“Pick-Up Girl,’ Wilbur, came in 
Saturday night (22) for a sellout 
premere, and this week again finds 
all regular stands lighted. “Lovers 
and Friends” having gone in the Ply- 
mouth on Monday (24) and the Burn- 
side Gilbert and Sullivan company 
back for a stand at the Opera House 
same night. 

Spring season continues to bur- 
geon, the list now reading “Some 
Time Next Week” (Plymouth, May 
8); “Three’s a Family” (Colonial, 
May 8); “Career Angel’ ‘Wilbur, 
May 11); “Stovepipe Hat” ‘Shubert, 
May 22), and “Corn Is Green” (Wil- 
bur, May 22). This makes it the 
biggest May in years. and plenty of 
prospects are rumored ahead. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

“Connecticut Yankee,” Colonial 
(1,500; $3.60). In on Theatre Guild, 
American Theatre Society billing; 
going nearly clean all shows for a 
great $24,000, estimated, less Guild 
discount. 

“Dream With Music,” Shubert (1,- 
500; $4). First week hit top for esti- 
mated $28,000. with advance okay. 

“Pick-Up Girl,” Wilbur (1.300; $3). 
Opened Saturday night (22) for 
socko notices. Sellout opener. Orig- 
inally set for opening this week, Sat- 
urday opening coming as surprise. 


CORN’ SOCK $25,000 
IN WEEK AT WASH. 


Ethel Barrymore, having resumed 
her tour in “The Corn Is Green,” one 
of the season’s most consistent high 
grossers out of town, was in Wash- 
ington last week for approximately 
$25,000 for the show. Star, whe in- 
terrupted her road appearances to 
appear before the camera in Holly- 
wood in “None But the Lonely 
Heart” for RKO, will continue play- 
ing dates until June 3. She is slated 
for Franz Werfel’s “Embezzled 
feaven,” scheduled by the Theatre 
Guild in the fall. 

Miss Barrymore told Herman 
Shumlin to “keep the production of 
‘Corn’ in cellophane,’ just in case 
“Heaven” is set back. Star expressed 
her desire to tour further in “Corn,” 
if not some time next season then 
some time subsequently. Indicated 
play could be trouped for an- 


|other two years. 


Curran, San Fran- | 


| 


‘Boys’ 266, ‘Vanities’ 296, 
‘Doughgirls’ $12,000, Det. 


Detroit. April 25. 
continue healthily, with 


Grosses 
‘egitimate houses back in 


all 
operation. 


three 


| flight 


“Something for the Boys” at the 
|Cass did great $26.900 in second 
week at $3.60 top io better first 
| week’s strong $21,000. It continues 
for anothe) veek 

“The Dougheg also lifted | 

lightly at the Lafevette where, in 

econd weck at the new “Kigh” | 
price ($2.20) for the pop-priced 
house t grossed $12,000 It ¢con- 
tinues three more weeks when Guy | 
Kibbee 1n “The Oid Soak -_ oves 1n, 
Earl Carroll's “Vanities.” which 
1elit the Wilson with Bert Wheeler, 
lack Durant and the Murtah Sisters 
as top name Ollowed up the potent 


| 


first 


‘ 
week's $33.000 with $29,000 for 
the S@SS1 


second on at a $3.60 top. 


‘Cl: ? 
Fling’ 66, N. H. 
New Haven, April 25. 


Resumption of “Highland Fling,” 
after a six-week layoff, brought 


| favorable notices but only so-so biz 


San Carlo Opera Co. took $5.000 in | 


i same top. April 17-18. 


‘two performances at the same house,; Erlanger, at 


to Shubert last weekend (20-22). 

Drew approximate $6,000 on four 
shows at $3 top. 

‘JANIE’ 66, BUFF 

Buffalo, April 25. 
Stanza of “Junie” 
$1.80 top, last 
reached pleasing $6,000. 


Second 
week 


| 


| 


at the | 


Broadway Tapers Off But Still Good: 


‘Allah, ‘Sheppey 


Uncertain, Helen’ 


Good, ‘Girls ‘Wind’ 206 


Broadway tapered off from the 
figures registered during Easter 
week but for the most part the 
grosses last week were substantial. 
Managers of long-staying hits had 
enly minor complaints about busi- 
ness while the sock successes un- 
failingly were SRO. 


Flurry of April openings is sub- | 


siding. Three new shows opened last 
week, one going off pronto, the 
others being more or less in doubt. 
Two premieres this week but none 
next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operet' } 

“A Highland Fling,” Plymouth 
(C-1,075; $3.60). Presented by George 
Abbott; written by Margaret Curtis: 
opens Friday (28). 

“Allah Be Praised,” Adelphi (1st 
week) (M-1,434: $4.80). Opened late 
last week; drew mixed notices de- 


spite elaborate production; better 
line on chances this week. 
“Angel Street,” Golden (124th 


week) (D-789; $3.60). Among group 
of long stayers with seemingly un- 
limited draw; around $9,000 and 
looks like another summer. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace.” Hudson 
(172d week) (CD-1,094: $3.60). Still 
getting real money; not as much as 
previous week but very good $11,500. 

“—-But Not Goedbye,” 48th Street 
(2nd week) (C-908; $3.60). Liked by 
audiences but still looks doubtful: 
around $5,000 estimatcd; Harry Carey 
out of cast definitely. 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (2\1st 
week) (CD-1,900; $4.80). Getting big 
money but not selling out: last week 


eased to estimated $33,000 for 
colored-cast musical novelty. 
“Chicken Every Sunday,’ Miller 


(3d week) (C-940; $3.60). Slipped to 
around $13,500 or bit more: while 
gross sounds okay, operating nut 
abeve normal; dickering to sell pic- 
ture rights. 

“Decision,” Ambassador (12th 
week) (BD-1,105; $3.60). Faring well 
enough though not with leaders: 
rated around $11,000; parties still 
helping. 

“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst (45th 
week) (M-1,160; $4.80). Due for road 
late next month; has made real run 


and should do okay out of town: | 
$20,000 estimated. 
“Follow the Girls,” Century (2d 


week) (M-1,713; $4.80). New musical 
has some parties, and is among gross 
leaders; rated at $39,500, virtually 
capacity. 

“Helen Gees to Troy,” Alvin (O- 
1,357; $4.80). Presented by Yolanda 
Merio-Irion for New Opera Co.: in 
nature of revival: first called “La 
Belle Helene”; opened Monday (24): 
strong press. 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” 
Beck (6th week) (CD-1,214: $3.60). 
Commands sellout attendance and is 
Theatre Guild's third hit on current 
list; $21,000. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (57th 
week) (C-920: $3.60). Still in the 
money and expected to go through 
another summer; rated around $13,- 
000. 


“Life With Father,” Empire (330th | 


Quoted at | 


week) (C-929; $3.60). 
$13,800. plenty good for run leader. 
“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Gar- 
den (12th week) (M-1.423: $6). Holds 
position as top-gross-getter and again 
registered takings over $45.000. 


“Mrs. January and Mr. Ex,” Belas- | 


co (3d week) (C-1,097; $3.60). Dipped 
under $10,000. not eriough for 
star show (Billie Burke and Frank 
Craven). 

“Oklahoma.” St. James (55th week) 
(M-1,520; $4.80). Hit of hits con- 
tinues to be number one show among 
visitors and plays to standing room 
every performance: $30.600. 

“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street 
(29th week) (M-1,.347:; $4.80). Top- 


musical also commands ca- 


two- | 


pacity business and betters $34,000 
|right along. 

“Only the Heart,” Bijou (3d week) 
(C-608; $3.60). Around $3.000: little 
chance indicated. 

“Over 21,” Music Box ‘16th week) 
(C-1,001; $3.60). Eased off to around 
$18,000; was going along to capacity 


for more than three months and 
Should ride through summer. 
“Pretty Little Parlor,” National. 


| Drew weak press and was yanked 
| Saturday (22); one week. 

“Public Relations,” Mansfield (3d 
week) ¢C-1,001; $3.60). Among low- 
rest grossers; less than $3,000: “Hick- 
ory Stick” slated here May 8. 

“Ramshackle Inn,” Royale ‘16th 
| week) (CD-996; $3.60). Dipped to es- 
timated $13,000 but figures to ride 
out the season. 

“Sheppey,” Playhouse ‘(lst week) 
(CD-865; $3.60). Opened last mid- 
week; drew divided notices; better 
line on chances this week. 

“The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (69th 
week) (C-997; $3.60). Held to excel- 
lent business with gross bit under 
previous week but close to $16,000. 

“The Searching Wind,” Fulton (2d 
week) (D-948; $4.20). Newest high- 
;}menéy drama grossing around $20.- 
,000 as estimated; flock of sellout 
parties will keep show at capacity. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
(20th week) (D-995; $4.20). Stand- 
out three-person comedy sells out all 
performances, with weekly gross 


$22,000. 
“Tomorrow the World,” Barrymore 
(54th week) (D-995; $3.60). Went 


off somewhat but held most of the 
upped pace ef holiday week; quoted 
around $13,000. 

“The Two Mrs. Carrolts,.” Booth 
(38th week) (D-712; $3.69). Con- 
sistent strong grosser again bettered 
$14,000, virtually capacity here. 

“3 Is a Family,” Longacre (50th 
week) (C-1,108; $3.60). Soon will 
pass year’s run mark and still turn- 
ing weekly profit, with gross last 
week around $10,000. 

“Wallflewer,” Cert (14th week) 
(D-1,064; $3.60). Claimed some im- 
provement last week; is among sub- 
stantial moderate successes; $12,500. 

“Winged Victory,” 44th Street (23d 
week) (D-1,409; $4.80). Still selling 
out: is in final four weeks of tri- 
| umphal tngagement; over $35,000. 
| “Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (55th 
| week) (R-1,327; $4.80). One of the 
| topflight musicals and still making 
| goodly profits; rated around $32,000 
| last week, 


REVIVALS 
“Merry Widow,’ Majestic (38th 
week) (D-1,695; $3.60). Another 


month or se, if not going into sum- 
mer; but house reported getting an- 
other musical; $20,000. 
“Othello,” Shubert (27th week) 
(D-1,325; $3.60). Ticket sale extends 
| into June and another possible sum- 
mer stayer; bit under previous week 
but great $22,000. 


‘Blossom Time’ $23,000 


In Week at Seattle 


Seattle, April 25. 

“Blossom Time” in cight days, with 
matinees, grossed estimated 
$23,000 at the Metropolitan last week. 
'Sellout prevailed except the first 
three days. House scaled from $3.25. 

Manager Hugh 3ecket reports 
Metropolitan booked solidly until 
| June 19. 


AMERICAN BEAUTIES: 


One Set Comedy 
5 MEN - - 10 WOMEN 


Dy» 


ADDRESS BOX 250 


VARIETY, 154 W. 46th Street 
New York City 1%, N. Y. 


Personalize Applications, Identifications, Greetings! 


MINIATURE 
PHOTO STAMPS 


Made from any size photo, negative or 
snapshot you have—any subject! 


50 for $1 


Imegine—cleor, sharp reproductions of your 
photogroph—gummed, perforated stomps— 
exoct size os shown ot left—fifty of them for 
only $1.00. Many people order 200 or 300 et 
co time. Use them on olf your moil—greeting 
cords—epplicotions! Allow three weeks to fill 
orders. Mail your photogroph with check or 
money order, to 


STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER 


Philodeiphie (5), Pennsylvania 
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ant girl with 
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Lux Soap Beauty Care 


really makes skin 


In a recent test of this Lux Toilet Soap care 
screen stars recommend, actually 3 out of 4 
complexions improved within a short time. 


ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS. 
Rita Hayworth, lovely Hollywood star, tells you, 


THEY RE A WONDERFUL ‘First cover your face generously with the rich 
BEAUTY AID! Lux Soap lather, and work it in gently but 
thoroughly. Rinse with warm water, 

splash with cold—then pat to dry. These ACT!VE- 
LATHER FACIALS are a simple care that works.”’ 
See if this daily Lux Toilet Soap care doesn’t make 
your skin softer—smoother, more appealing 


| NEVER NEGLECT MY 


FIGHT WASTE 


It’s patriotic to help save soap. Use on! 
what you need. Don’t let your cake of Lux 
Toilet Soap stand in water. After using 
ee place it in a dry soap dish. Moisten last 
os sliver and press against new cake. 


Lux Toilet Soap L-A-S-T-S...It’s hard-milled! 
: out of 10 Screen Stars use ti 
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